Methodology Plan – Not Methodology write up
Introduction 
In regard to the previous chapter. An overview is provided of how policing changed during the COVID 19 pandemic, looking closely as the different levels of crimes and the different trends between crimes were identified. However, it also shows a comparison of the different police approaches within different forces across Wales compared to other forces in the UK. These two objectives have been achieved through the research carried out in the literature review through secondary research. This methodology will provide an overview of the topic of policing in South Wales during the COVID 19 pandemic with a large focus on the different types of research carried out in order to reach all three objectives. The final objective is evaluating public perceptions on policing in South Wales during the pandemic, this objective will be met through conducting primary research.
The Methodology chapter of a dissertation is a way of outlining research methods. A methodology looks at the overall approach to how research is conducted throughout the dissertation (Stinetorf, 2024). A methodology can be known as a variety of different methods that are used to conduct research. It allows research to have meaning and is used as a theory to “show how research should be undertaken” (Niada, 2022). 
The research onion can be defined within a research methodology. This approach is identified as ‘a research onion’ as it is known by the different layers like an onion has. It allows individuals to be able to give a clear structure to describing the different choice that were made throughout the research conducted. In order to use this model, it is vital to ensure that it is used from the outside layer inwards. The research onion is good to use not just for the structure but to allow individuals to think deeper with gathering research (Phair and Warren, 2021).
This is an image of the research onion displaying the different layers of the structure (Saunders et al., 2019).


[image: A diagram of a diagram]
Philosophy  
Philosophy is the idea within a thought process within research or in order to gather information. It allows individuals to identify the ideals of “assumptions, meanings, beliefs and theories” behind research (Pecorino, 2020). The research philosophy in any written study is the framework in order to ensure all research is carried out effectively (Gialdino, 2009). The image above of the research onion showing the identification of each layer shows within the philosophy layer lies positivism, critical realism, interpretivism and postmodernism. Within this dissertation the chosen philosophy type that will be best is interpretivism. According to the University of Nottingham (2023) the inductive approach can be identified through observation. This method has a large focus on people which therefore, this will then allow the researcher to be able to look closely at what is being investigated in order to gain a wider knowledge and understanding. However, it is often shown that interpretivism has a larger focus on qualitative methods within the layer of data collection on the research onion. Therefore, within this dissertation this type of philosophy will be used as this allows qualitative methods of data to be analysed.
[bookmark: _Hlk158279554]IDENTIFY, DESCRIBE AND JUSTIFY 
Approach
Quant / Qual research brief description of both 
According to Dudovskiy (2021) inductive https://research-methodology.net/research-methodology/research-approach/inductive-approach-2/#_ftn2
Why is it inductive research approach - IDENTIFY, DESCRIBE AND JUSTIFY 
Research Strategy 
survey – why is a survey being used over other methods like interviews.
give explanation of surveys pros and cons 
primary research from survey – answering objective 2 then secondary research is from objective 3
descriptive research explain why is it this type of research
IDENTIFY, DESCRIBE AND JUSTIFY 
Choices 
Mixed method research 
Using qual and quant data
State a brief overview of method type and why is it being used
IDENTIFY, DESCRIBE AND JUSTIFY 
Time 
Cross sectional time horizon research – longitudinal 
EVERY LAYER NEEDS TO IDENTIFY DESCRIBE AND JUSTIFY 

Technique 
What did you do and how did you do it?
[bookmark: _Hlk158279937]Date collection – survey State survey anonymity – Prevent threats to reliability ensuring no bias – NOT SURE WHERE TO PUT THIS 
Sampling analysis – who are you asking? Why? How? What software is being used how is the survey going to be conducted – google forms submitted on social media etc.
Where is the data being collected?
IDENTIFY, DESCRIBE AND JUSTIFY 
Ethical issues – brief description of what ethical means – why is it important to minimise risk to harm participants. Ethical standards of UWTSD must adhere to.
Participation is voluntary over the age of 18, research had been approved by the ethical department within the university to ensure that the ethical standards were adhered to.
Reliability and validity 
What is reliability? 
Validity – accuracy of the measurement 
Limitations / Potential Hurdles 
People are being asked information from 3 years ago – studies of covid 19 individuals have to recall information from years ago 
State survey anonymity – Prevent threats to reliability ensuring no bias – NOT SURE WHERE TO PUT THIS 
IDENTIFY, DESCRIBE AND JUSTIFY 
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Figure 4.1 The ‘research onion’
Source: ©2018 Mark Saunders, Philip Lewis and Adrian Thornhill




