Reflective report - Dissertation “Druids of the Past and the Present”

This dissertation will focus on Druids throughout history, starting with the times of Julius Caesar and
finishing with the Druids as they define themselves nowadays.

The subject of this thesis is quite interesting, as people tend to romanticise and mystify the past,
whilst forgetting that 1000 years from now people may approach what we consider to be present, in
the same way. How then would they define the Druids of today? Would they consider them an
evolution of an ancient Tradition or on the contrary - an ideology that based its origin on an old tale
without any direct correlation and somehow twisted it to suit their agenda? Whilst this thesis does
not aim to criticise or dismiss, it seeks to highlight the similarities and differences between Druids
and what could be called Neo-druids.

Just like the Druidic tradition itself, this thesis underwent an evolution. Initially, it was meant to be a
comparison between the Celtic Druids and Slavic Wolochs, drawing similarities and explaining, from
the perspective of someone raised in one of those traditions, how they related with one another
whilst remaining academically objective. Unfortunately, this task requires much more resources due
to physical limitations and the requirements of the thesis as well as the wish to complete it to the
highest possible standard, which in turn would require mobility to gather all the anthropological
data, as well as an in-depth analysis of things that are considered sacred and secretive, it would be
best to leave this matter for another opportunity, as the line between academic curiosity and abuse
can be fine in such a case and due to ethics can not be allowed. For this reason, after vast analysis,
and discussion with my Dissertation tutor - Professor Cartwright and with her approval, | have
decided to change my subject. Instead of drawing on two cultures and discussing in depth the
correlations between the oral traditions of both of them, relying on limited sources for the Slavic
culture, it was thought best to limit the scope of work, having in mind the word count limit and the
level of work, to instead focus on singular culture with seemingly straightforward connection and
varied sources to support the arguments posed.

The mentioned change should then, in theory, allow for a smoother and easier progression of the
dissertation, as much as it would allow the focus to remain on a specific subject, limit distraction and
streamline the workload.

One of the questions this thesis aims to answer is whether druids should be considered solely Celtic
(insular?), or should be considered a name given to a specific tradition that exceeds the limitations of
a singular culture? If so, what would be the necessary parameters to assess this? The world at large
tends to treat the word druid as one that describes very precise, limited parameters and often the
name itself is not translated, but what if, instead of treating the word druid as a specific, precisely
described role, it would be treated as a name that changes depending on a language spoken in the
area? This, of course, is a topic that requires a wider scope of research and given the subject of the
dissertation, will not be the main focus of the work, but instead, it will be a side point that | will
attempt to discuss over the course of the dissertation.

The reasoning behind this subject of dissertation is quite straightforward and it is directly related to
the choice of University course, as Druids are inherently associated with the Celts the choice of Celtic
Studies as a University Course can be an obvious choice for anyone who would like to enrich their
knowledge about them. Unfortunately, it is not that simple, as the focus of Celtic Studies lies
elsewhere and does not go in-depth about the Druids themselves over the course of study. This, in
turn, creates a void that for someone passionate about the subject requires to be filled. As my focus,
from the very moment | found this course, was on the Druids, it is only natural that this interest



affected the choice of dissertation subject. Even though it has evolved from the initial idea of a
combined study of related cultures, the subject, at its core, has not changed.

Given the limited sources regarding the Druids within the academia, the dissertation, which would
build on both the primary and secondary sources, broadens the subject. Although, given the level of
work, it may end up not being innovative in any way, it will give a new perspective to the discussion
occurring within the academic field. As the primary sources are quite limited, the dissertation will
use the secondary sources available, build on them and their perspective and attempt to, if possible,
draw new conclusions.

As neo-druidism seems different to the druidism described in the primary sources, this dissertation
will also aim to point out the factors that may have influenced the difference in the perception,
whether this is the change in the law, or the druids of the past were, as was often the case, vilified by
the outsiders who serve as the primary sources, for the simple purpose of showcasing them as
barbarians and elevating the ‘civilised’ societies above them.

Taking into account the above, as well as the project management plan included in Appendix 2, |
believe this dissertation to be within my academic capabilities, to be very well rooted in sources, and
the process itself to not collide with the rest of the course modules, taking into account the
limitations imposed by my health, following this plan allows for ample time to complete the
assignments and the dissertation itself.



Appendix 1. Bibliography

Primary Sources:
Caesar, Julius, and Julius Caesar, The Gallic War, trans. by H. J. Edwards (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1917)

Cicero, Marcus Tullius, De Senectute De Amicitia ; De Divinatione, trans. by William Armistead
Falconer (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1923)

Diodorus Siculus. Library of History (Books Ill — VIll), trans. C. H. Oldfather. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1935.

Strabo, <<The >>Geography of Strabo : In Eight Volumes. Volume IV (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1927)

Tacitus, and John Jackson, Annals : Books 13-16 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1937)

Secondary Sources:

Aldhouse-Green, Miranda J., Caesar’s Druids: Story of an Ancient Priesthood, 1st ed. (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 2010), https://doi.org/10.12987/9780300165883.

Aldhouse-Green, M. J., ‘Devotion and Transcendence: Discrepant Function in Sacred Space’, in A. T.
Smith and A. Brookes (eds.), Holy Ground: Theoretical Issues Relating to the Landscape and Material
Culture of Ritual Space (Oxford: British Archaeological Reports, 2001), pp. 61-72.

Aldhouse-Green, M. J., ‘Pagan Celtic Iconography and the Concept of Sacral Kingship’, Zeitschrift fiir
celtische Philologie, 52 (2001), pp. 102—-17.

Baker, P. A., and G. Carr (eds.), Practitioners, Practices and Patients: New Approaches to Medical
Archaeology and Anthropology (Oxford: Oxbow, 2002).

Boon, G. C., ‘A Coin with the Head of the Cernunnos’, Seaby Coin and Medal Bulletin, 769 (1982), pp.
276-82.

Bradley, R., Ritual and Domestic Life in Prehistoric Europe (London: Routledge, 2005).
Bradley, R., The Prehistory of Britain and Ireland (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007).

Brassil, K., ‘Early Celtic Art’, in S. Aldhouse-Green (ed.), Explaining the Unexplainable: Art, Ritual and
Death in Prehistory (Cardiff: National Museum of Wales, 1996), pp. 26-8.

Bray, D. A., ‘The Image of Saint Brigit in the Early Irish Church’, Etudes Celtiques, 24 (1987), pp.
209-15.

Brunaux, J. L., The Celtic Gauls: Gods, Rites and Sanctuaries (London: Seaby, 1988).


https://doi.org/10.12987/9780300165883

Carr, G., ‘A Time to Live, a Time to Heal and a Time to Die: Healing and Divination in Later Iron Age
and Early Roman Britain’, in P. A. Baker and G. Carr (eds.), Practitioners, Practices and Patients
(Oxford: Oxbow, 2002), pp. 58-73.

Carr-Gomm, P., The Druid Tradition (Shaftesbury: Element Books, 1991).

Casson, Lionel, ‘Pomponius Mela’s Description of the World’, The Classical World (Classical
Association of the Atlantic States, 1999), pp. 472—73, https://doi.org/10.2307/4352330.

Chadwick, N., The Druids (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1997), 2nd edn.

Chaudhri, A., ‘The Caucasian Hunting-Divinity, Male and Female: Traces of the Hunting-Goddess in
Ossetic Folklore’, in S. Billington and M. Green (eds.), The Concept of the Goddess (London:
Routledge, 1996), pp. 166—77.

Collis, J., ‘The Polities of Gaul, Britain and Ireland’, in C. Haselgrove and T. Moore (eds.), The Later
Iron Age in Britain and Beyond (Oxford: Oxbow, 2007), pp. 523-8.

Cunliffe, B., ‘“The Sanctuary of Sulis Minerva at Bath: A Brief Review’, in M. Henig and A. King (eds.),
Pagan Gods and Shrines of the Roman Empire (Oxford: Oxford University Committee for Archaeology,
1986), pp. 1-14.

Cunliffe, B., The Temple of Sulis Minerva at Bath, Vol. 2: The Finds from the Sacred Spring (Oxford:
Oxford University Committee for Archaeology, 1988).

Cunliffe, B., Iron Age Communities in Britain (London: Routledge, 1991), 3rd edn.

Cunningham, S., Cunningham’s Encyclopedia of Magical Herbs (St Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications,
1985).

Davies, S., The Mabinogion: The Great Medieval Celtic Tales (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007).

Davis-Kimball, J., “‘Warriors and Priestesses of the Eurasian Nomads’, in P. F. Biehl, F. Bertemes, and H.
Meller (eds.), The Archaeology of Cult and Religion (Budapest: Archaeolingua, 2001), pp. 243-59.

De Witt, N. J., ‘The Druids and Romanization’, Transactions and Proceedings of the American
Philological Association, 69 (1938), pp. 319 ff.

Detienne, M., ‘Culinary Practices and the Spirit of Sacrifice’, in M. Detienne and V. Vernant (eds.), The
Cuisine of Sacrifice Among the Greeks (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1989), pp. 1-20.

Esmonde Cleary, S., ‘Roman Britain in 1992’, Britannia, 24 (1993), p. 299.

Fernandez, J., ‘Trees of Knowledge of Self and Other in Culture: On Models for the Moral
Imagination’, in L. Rival (ed.), The Social Life of Trees: Anthropological Perspectives on Tree Symbolism
(Oxford: Berg, 1998), pp. 81-110.

Fitzpatrick, A. P., Who Were the Druids? (London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1997), Mysteries of the
Ancient World series.


https://doi.org/10.2307/4352330

Fitzpatrick, A. P., ‘Dancing with Dragons: Fantastic Animals in the Earlier Celtic Art of Iron Age Britain’,
in C. Haselgrove and T. Moore (eds.), The Later Iron Age in Britain and Beyond (Oxford: Oxbow, 2007),
pp. 339-52.

Green, M. J., Sun Gods and Symbols of Ancient Europe (London: Batsford, 1991).

Green, M. ., Dictionary of Celtic Myth and Legend (London: Thames & Hudson, 1992).

Green, M. J., Celtic Myths (London: British Museum Press, 1993).

Green, M. ., Celtic Goddesses: Warriors, Virgins and Mothers (London: British Museum Press, 1995).

Murphy, Trevor Morgan, Pliny the Elder’s Natural History: The Empire in the Encyclopedia (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2004).



Appendix 2. Project Management Plan

submission (check
once again for any
inconsistencies,
finalise bibliography if
any new sources were
used in meantime,
ensure all the
requirements were
met)

Timeframe Task Target Stage
Block 1 Decision on topic Meeting with Professor Complete
Cartwright
Block 2 Overview of literary Discuss possible sources with the | Complete
sources and Tutor
preparation for Gain answers to further
Reflective report questions regarding the
assignment and the dissertation
Block 3 Structure the Meeting with supervisor to check | To be
dissertation the progress, ask further completed
guestions about the direction of
the Dissertation, enquire
whether it is appropriately
structured, propose the rough
outline of the word count for
each chapter.
Block 4 Create a draft of a Discuss the idea and aims of the | To be
chapter chapter as well as how it would completed
fit with the concept, discuss
whether the style is appropriate
to the aim of the dissertation
Beginning of March Complete % of the Meeting with the tutor to To be
dissertation provide an update regarding the | completed
progress.
Easter break Finalise the To be
dissertation completed
Block 6 Prepare the Present the work on 9th of April | To be
presentation, recheck | 2025 completed
the bibliography
Block 6 Prepare the Submit dissertation by 7th of To be
dissertation for May 2025 completed




