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[bookmark: _GoBack]Since 1996 many educational policies have been brought into effect to help improve the education system and to provide support and guidance to parents, teachers and learners. A policy is a statement which clearly presents ideas of how an organisation plans to make changes to improve services or take action in certain areas. Policies will usually need to be approved by the government before being put into practice to ensure they are up to standard and that they are suitable and could potentially be effective. Policies can be put into place for homeowners, public services, businesses’ but educational policies are what this essay will be focusing on. Educational policies are brought in by the government and organisations to ensure that the education system is operating at its best. Education policies are important as they determine what is taught, how it is taught whilst also deciding how schools manage their students and their staff (Ball, 2013).  This essay will in particular be focusing on the ‘Excellence for All Children: Meeting special educational needs’ policy. This policy was proposed in 1997 by the secretary of state for education and employment and focuses on supporting and enhancing educational opportunities for children who have special educational needs (SEN). This essay will look at how the policy has influenced the education system and the developments that have been made since the policy was introduced. 
As stated by The Department of education and employment (1997) the ‘Excellence for All Children: Meeting special educational needs’ was brought in during 1997 and aimed to give extra aid and support to children with special educational needs to give them a better chance of getting the most out of their education. For a child to have a special educational need they need to have a learning difficulty which means they cannot learn the same as other children of their age and with this they will need special educational provision to aid their learning. This provision involves additional aid from other members of the school which is more than other children of the same age receive. This policy aims to higher standards for children with SEN to prove that children with special educational needs can achieve their goals with the appropriate provision and guidance. 
By 2002 the policy aimed to;
· Higher standards of expectations of what children with SEN can achieve 
· Improve communication between parents, teachers and Learning education authorities will 
· The SEN code will be improved, and a revised version will be produced
· Allow mainstream schools to be able to accept more children with SEN by providing more training
· Staff will receive more training on how to deal with children with learning difficulties. 
· Create a national programme for schools that need support and guidance when dealing with children with emotional and behavioural difficulties

(Department for education and employment, (1997)

This policy involves working closely with children who suffer with special educational needs parents and families. The policy believes involving children’s families in their education can allow them to progress more thoroughly with their learning from gaining extra support and guidance from home. The policy wants to ensure parents work closely with schools to gain an understanding of how their child is learning and to ensure them they are receiving the best quality of education that is suitable for them to develop. Not all schools encourage parents to get involved or do not give enough information to parents on how they can help, due to this parents are less likely to take an active role in their child’s education. With this policy the government aimed to ensure parents were given enough information on how to get involved and feel confident that their child is receiving the help and support that they need (Ward and Eden, 2009).  
For mainstream schools to be able to assist children with special educational needs they need to get a statement. A statement is a document which displays the additional help and support a child with SEN needs to receive in order to get the best out of their education. Parents or teachers need to contact the local authority if they think a child has special educational needs for them to be assessed, if they pass the criteria opinions from doctors, psychologist, social services and the child’s school would be required to make a final agreement. If a statement is granted parents will be able to choose what school their child will attend, and that school will be responsible for reaching the child’s educational needs with extra funding and support from local authorities (BBC, 2015)
A special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) is a qualified teacher who is in charge of the special educational needs unit within a school. The autism education society (2016) relay that a school SENCO is responsible for ensuring that children with SEN are receiving the correct help and support throughout their education at school, whilst also trying to encourage the involvement of parents and families. A child who has a special educational need will possibly need help with reading, writing, expressing themselves, forming friendships and organising their studies. SENCOs work closely with parents, teachers, families and LEAs to try and get the best support and help for children with SEN, by involving other parties can allow the child to gain extra support in all areas of their education and at home. Involving parents is extremely important so that they can gain an understanding of what help is being given to their child and what they can do to help their child develop. 
The Education Act was brought in during 1996 to renew the old Education Act (1944). The Education Act (1996) was introduced to state the education laws of primary, secondary and further education. The act represents the rules that the education system should follow and the definitions of each school’s stage. The Education Act is important to this policy because it brought in the first SEN movement which seen the first recognition of children with educational needs especially when looking into introducing pupils into mainstream schools instead of special schools. The 1996 Education Act was the first to introduce the SEN code of practice, this code aims to support children with SEN and also the schools and organisations which accommodate them. The code of practice aimed to encourage and accommodate children with SEN into mainstream schools. The code of practice also wanted to end disputes between parents and teachers by improving the communication level so that both parents and teacher gain an understanding of the support their pupils and children are receiving for their education (Statutory system of education, 1996). The code of practice strongly aims to work very closely with parents and families, education agencies and the pupils, the thought process behind working with these groups is to give children with SEN the appropriate care and facilities to achieve the most out of their education. For the code to be successful children who have special educational needs should have all their needs met within their education setting with the contribution of LEAs, parents, teachers and the school SENCO along with other education authorities.  
With the introduction of the ‘Excellence For All Children: Meeting special educational needs’ policy teachers and learners have both benefited from the changes the policy recommended to be put into practice. Teachers will receive extra funding and training to be able to deal appropriately with children who have special educational needs, funding will help boost opportunities for more teachers to gain experience with working with children with SEN. Extra funding can help provide the applicable facilities in order to be able to introduce children with SEN into mainstream schools, this factor is deemed very important within this policy. Teachers will benefit from this policy as they will be able to gain more skills which allow them to work effectively with their students who need extra help and support in the classroom, whilst also being given extra support to themselves from other teachers, parents, LEAs and the schools SENCO. Teachers will also be influenced by this policy as it brings in a new revised version of the SEN code of practice, the new code of practice made a compromise to minimise paperwork and simplifying procedures when coming to deal with SEN pupils to ensure the process run as smoothly as possible (Autism Education Trust, 2016). Communication in schools will also be encouraged to be improved between teachers, parents and carers and LEAs, increased communication will keep everyone up to date with the progress of the pupil and how others can help with their development throughout school. Aside from improving communication skills the policy aims to gain strengths between schools, social services, health authorities and LEAs in order to effectively monitor children’s educational needs and how these needs can be met in the most efficient way. Although the policy seems to promise great benefits for teachers there are also limitations to how much this policy can be effective. Of course, funding would be the main issue when looking into the disadvantages of bringing in the extra help and support for children with special educational needs, funding would especially be needed to support introducing children with SEN into mainstream schools instead of a special school. Facilities would need to be provided for the pupils with SEN such as extra teaching support and teaching materials, another factor of introducing children with SEN into mainstream schools may include making the school more accessible which again will be reliant on funding. To allow teachers to become qualified to accommodate children with special educational needs, courses will need to be provided for them. The courses and extra support teachers will need to now attain in order to work with SEN children will again cost more funds but teachers may feel the process in too long winded to get to work with SEN pupils especially if they have already carried out previous training (GOV, 2014). 
In conclusion this policy has influenced teachers, specifically the school SENCOs. SENCOs have mostly been influenced by this policy as it is aimed at the special educational needs sector which they are in charge of. With this policy SENCOs will need to ensure all teachers are trained to be able to accommodate children with SEN within their classroom, this is because of the encouragement being given to integrate SEN children into mainstream schools. SENCOs will also need to ensure statements are being sent off for the pupils who are thought to have special educational needs, this is to enable pupils to receive the help and support they are entitled to so that they attain the best out of their education. This policy has driven the SEN sector to accommodate widely for all children with SEN, this policy strongly encourages the integration of SEN pupils into mainstream schools. The ‘Excellence For All Children: Meeting special educational needs’ policy along with the Education Act (1996) has shown to strongly support the SEN movement however with policies changing continuously and acts being renewed it is difficult for teaching professionals to keep up with the training and new methods that these laws introduce.  
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