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Exhibition Statement

A spontaneous meeting between myself and an anonymously archived piece of imagery sparked my curiosity. Centred in the foreground was an abnormally shaped root structure. On the back read "THE" Root, Mourradans to Paris via Antwerp and Brush, suggesting the creator’s documented journey. Its style reminded that of Mary Dillwyn, in the sense of transforming an organic entity into the subject. The natural essence of the photo’s character was reminiscent of the earliest photographic methodologies; cyanotype is what I chose, due to its association with Atkins’ pioneering of botanical documentation.

Considering early photographic processes and its relationship with the natural environment, "ROOT" via Penllergare documents the embedded history of Penllergare Valley Woods through capturing the organic structures that surround the woodland atmosphere. The narrative established between the individual prints imitates the evolutionary life cycle, depicting a bond between nature and humanity. The concept of time questions the journey (route) of the subjects' life, transcending from prosperous to decay. The focal points of each print breathes despite their isolated state, acting as conduits for respiration, due to the sunlight-dependant process mocking photosynthesis.
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