The purpose of this poster is to illustrate the hidden curriculum in schools.  It will identify what is meant by the curriculum before exploring opposing sociological perspectives of educational institutions and their role in society.  Sociological perspectives view society as having institutions and cultures with set patterns of rules and behaviours (Meighan and Sirij-Blachford, 2003). This poster will focus on two perspectives, functionalist and conflict theory.  
For most children, schools are the first institutional setting they experience.  There are three primary purposes: to provide the skills, knowledge and understanding children and young people need to develop social skills: develop relationships; and prepare young people to enter the workforce and engagement in the community (Menter and Walker, 2016).  The Welsh Government are in the process of establishing a new curriculum which moves away from the subject-based current curriculum to one based on areas of learning. 
Functionalism sees social structure or the organisation of society as more important than the individual. Individuals are born into society and become the product of all the social influences around them. For Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) this is through the sharing of customs, beliefs, skills and values through social interactions.   Talcott Parsons viewed learning as a process of social interaction through several institutions, church, family and education (Meighan and Siraj-Blachford, 2003). 
The sociocultural theory posits social interaction is how children learn acceptable behaviour for the society they live in (First Discoverers, 2019).  For Parsons, society is a system with four functional prerequisites: adaptation, goal attainment, integration and pattern maintenance (Truman, 2015). Adaption has similarities with Maslow's (1943) hierarchy of needs, in that basic needs such as food and shelter, need to be provided to meet the need of society.  Goal attainment, integration and pattern maintenance are established and reinforced through the norms and values of the hidden curriculum, and can also be linked to Maslow's hierarchy through the need to meet needs about safety, love belonging and esteem (McLeod, 2018a). 
School prepares children for their role in the society in which they live through formalised standard norms and procedures; children learn routines and how to follow orders (Gracey, 1975).  Research suggests positive interactions between teachers and children help decrease behavioural problems among children. In school, policies dictate how adults promote positive behaviour through the use of praise, housepoints, certificates and rewards.   There are links to Skinner's (1948) operant conditioning to this approach to behaviour management, as pupils make an association between a particular behaviour and a consequence.  housepoints, certificates and rewards reinforce the desired behaviour; however, using these tokens to modify behaviour comes with criticism.  Children become over-reliant on being rewarded, and staff can distribute them inconsistently with the effect of devaluing them (McLeod, 2018b).   
Further criticisms come from uniforms.  While there are advantages: they prepare children for work; give students an identity; discourages emphasis placed on looks; and there are positive effects on pupil behaviour, there are criticisms.  According to a survey carried out by The Children's Society's in 2015, the average cost of school uniform for primary age children is £255 per year for each child and £340 for secondary school (The Children's Society, 2018), further to this, studies in America showed there to be no correlation between wearing a uniform and achieving better grades (IE, 2019)
Karl Marx argues that people with wealth and power try to hold onto their position by suppressing the poor and powerless.  Current versions of conflict theory look at other dimensions of conflict among capitalist factions and between various social, religious, and other types of groups (Chappelow, 2019).  While it would have been fascinating research how gender, religion and ethnicity are influenced society and explore how this leads to oppression within these social groups, there is not the space to do so effectively within this poster.  This poster will, therefore, focus on the perspectives of different social groups.   
For Max Webber, there are several classes in society: owners, managers, workers, professionals, manual workers and unemployed (Spicker, 2010).  It would be interesting to explore the differences and similarities between the views of Marx and Webber; however, this poster is going to focus on the disadvantaged children who are living in poverty face when compared to their peers from more affluent family backgrounds.  
Private schools are expensive; pupils are predominantly from more affluent backgrounds (Green, 2019).  School league tables illustrate how the schools at the top of the league have children predominantly from middle class more affluent family backgrounds.  To illustrate this, Eaton College has historically been a leading independent boy's boarding school in the UK.  It has links to royalty, founded in 1440 by King Henry VI (Eaton College, 2019) and more recently, Princes William and Harry attended.  Both former Prime Minister David Cameron and the current Prime Minister Boris Johnson also went to Eaton (Hancock, 2016).  Despite the majority of pupils attending private schools being from more affluent family backgrounds, some financial assistance is available for pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds. However, pupils are selected based on their academic ability from a shortlist of pupils from mainstream schools  (Claridge, 2019).
Further strategies embedded within the school alongside the statutory curriculum tackle poverty and help to close the gap in attainment. This poster provides a brief overview of their pro's and cons. Establishing their overall effectiveness would require further research to consider the overall educational outcomes of individual pupils throughout their academic life. Free school meals help to determine grant funding streams, such as the Welsh Government's Pupil Development Grant, the Education Improvement Grant for schools, and the Local Government Settlement funding formula. According to the BBC, not all parents accept free school meals, suggesting stigma and cultural reasons for not wanting to accept welfare (Coughlan, 2017).
How can schools help? Schools establish good working relationships with parents, and this enables them to tailor support to meet the needs of the families that make up the school population. Some of the suggestions have links to the new curriculum, whereas others work with the parents to establish achievable solutions to reduce the effects of poverty.      
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