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Tintern Abbey (Cistercian)

Monastic orders are communities of people that may be spread out geographically, but are united by a common desire to follow a specific way of living, working and praying, such as the Benedictines, who follow St. Benedict’s Rule. In the eleventh-century, Abbot Robert, of the Benedictine house at Molesm, initiated the reform movement that led to the creation of the Cistercian order. The idea was to return to a more austere way of life and a strict adherence to the Benedictine Rule. Bernard of Clairvaux is often recognized as the founder of the first Cistercian community, due to his enormous influence on the order's growth and success in the twelfth-century. 

Tintern Abbey was the first Cistercian monastery in Wales, founded in 1131 by Walter fitz Richard, an Anglo-Norman nobleman. Tintern Abbey is one of the few monasteries in Wales that was untouched by the Edwardian wars, and it may be due to the remote location that it was spared. Interesting events in its history include its founding of two daughter houses, a dispute between the Cistercians of Waverly, the patronage of William Marshal and the burials of his wife and children, and the abbey’s forced dissolution in 1536.




