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[bookmark: _Int_DxH8rSXL][bookmark: _Int_kZCHZKed]    In this work, the primary factors that contribute to an individual’s vulnerability to Islamist terrorism in the content of policing. Vulnerability to Islamist terrorism will be examined under the history of Islam and ideologies behind the Salafi-jihadist terrorism, missed enlightenment for Islam, dogmatism and Islam, statistics for vulnerability factors in Islamism related offences, radicalisation in prisons, headlines. Also, online radicalisation, vulnerability of people and Muslim communities' vulnerability will be discussed shortly.

     According to Cambridge University (2024), Islam was born 7th century in Mecca (Saudi Arabia) as a monolithic religion. Its fallowers called Muslim and Muslims believes, God (Allah in Arabic) sent prophets to teach how to live based on religious law. Previous prophets are accepted in Islam such as Adam, Ibraham, Moses and Jesus, and Muhammad is the last prophet of all. Previous prophets were the part of Islam because Islam always existed, however previous teachings by other prophets, were distorted. (Senay, 2000) According to Gettysburg College (2023), revelations to Muhammed by angel Gabrial from God which were collected in a book called Quran accepted as God’s word by Muslims. Also, Islam shaped by practical examples of Muhammed such as declaration of belief that oneness of God and Muhammed is the servant and messenger of God, praying five times a day, almsgiving: donation of two and half percent of wealthiness to the poor people, fasting and last pilgrimage to Kaaba at least in lifetime. Muslims life (in some cases laws, for example Iran Islamic Republic) based on Quran and these five pillars which is called Sunnah. According to WGBH (2014), there are prohibitions in Islam to prevent and protect the individuals physically and mentally and society overall such as killing, suicide, consumption of alcohol and drug, interest, stealing, lying, gambling, fortune telling, oppressing, abusing, being greedy or stingy, mistreating, sex outside marriage and homosexuality etc. According to Learning for Justice Magazine (2024) Jihad term has been used comprehensively as greater jihad which means struggling while trying to reach the good but also used as a warfare while trying to protect the land from non-Muslims (infidels). Same as jihad, martyrdom has a got a greater meaning for Muslim people which indicated in Quran as do not call them dead, they are alive, and they are with God. Also, term includes people lost their lives while they are trying to protect their families, women while giving birth, people who lost their life in a disaster or fire or drowned and under a collapsing building not just while fighting by the name of God to protect religion and land. Martyrdom accepted as ideal for Muslim society because of gaining the best rank after the prophet (Ally, 2023). According to Islam Question & Answer (2024), rewards to martyr are, forgiven sins, heaven, no trial in the grave, under protection on judgement day, highest rank after the prophet, forgiveness to seventy relatives and seventy-two wives. 
[bookmark: _Int_lZU6zr48]     According to Islamoformation (2024), prophets time called Asr-i Saadath which can be translated as age of peace, prosperity, and happiness. But that naming should be considered as golden age while comparing the other periods of Islam history. The importance of this time, prophet was alive, and society has shaped with his teaching without needing any interpretations like in the other times. Pruitt (2022) discusses as soon as the prophet was passed away conflict started between Muslims about leadership and so on caused divisions as sect in the religion as Sunni who supports one of the prominent member of society and Shia who supports Ali, prophet’s son-in-law, should be the next leader. Author discusses in The Ideology of International Terrorism book, there are role models shaped today’s radical jihadist terrorist organisations. Kharijites were behind the first violence in Muslim society, killing the third caliph, against the people became distant from religion, government, and Ali but also killed even Ali later. The main characteristics of this group was they were the lowest socio-economic part of the society, from rural part or could not integrated to the urban life. They did not have a deep understanding of religion or respect for the law. They were using violence and terror to solve the problems. They did not hesitate to kill women and children. They accept the preaches of leadership as revelation and declared others who does not share the same opinions as infidels. They inspired today’s Islamist terrorist organisations with the riots, assassinations, and homicides in Islamic history. Also, in the same source, Salafism has defined as accepting just Asr-i Saadath (first three generations) as reference, rejecting all the modernizations in the successor’s times. This ideology and supporters believe all the teaching in that period is enough, and they oppose all the new attempts to solve the problems of society after the Asr-i Saadath period, with science and logic. They termed these attempts as falsification and distortion. Another breaking point is Taymiyah who is a Sunni Salafist Muslim scholar, announced that jihad is obligatory, to protect Islam and land against Mongolian invasion. Taymiyah by himself fight with army against Mongolian and had succeeded. Another critical point should be discussed as according to Teymiyah in Quran and Hadith (prophet's statements) should be understood with their real meanings of words which closes the gate to comment on them with logic, scientific throughput, or other sources which can be used questioning their reality. Teymiyah’s success with jihad against Mongolians and his Salafist ideology inspired Islamist Radical terrorist organisations such Al Qaide, whose founder Usama Bin Laden quoted him many times on his speeches. At last, again from the same source, Wahabism accepted as newborn of Kharijites. This ideology radicalized Salafism more. This ideology sourced jihad should be action not just for defending Islam but also should be used to other Muslim groups which do not accept Salafism. Combining their power with politically strong figures and the success of founding Saudi Arabia Kingdom which based on Islamic law (Sharia), still inspire Islamist Radical terrorist organisations to unite all the Muslims under caliphate with using violence like Kharijites and Wahabism (Baysal, 2023, p. 46-93).
     In the 18th century, enlightenment changed European culture to its roots. With human reasoning and rationalism based on scientific experiment and law of nature caused rejection of religion and metaphysic, secularism which had positive results like rule of law, liberal democracy, and market economy but also negative results like colonialism, world wars, using chemical and nuclear weapons and fascism. Islam, in its golden age during the Abbasid period, had spectacular scientific advancement but just in natural science which helped renaissance, reform and enlightenment (Hoffman, 2002). Most of Islamic countries are not democratic and behind this reality there are more historical, political, cultural, and economic reasons than the religious reasons. Secularism perceived rule of human against rule of God by Muslim activists. Also, women and young activists are struggling with government oppression about human rights while demanding reform current situation (United States Institue of Peace, 2002)
     According to Cambridge Dictionary (2024) dogmatic means, certainty of being undeniably right and everyone else or every other belief is wrong. The characteristic of Islam such as its monotheist structure and defining other religions made up or distorted proves it is dogmatic like most of other religions. 
    Dogmatic individuals are unable to work with others and understand oppositions, they are close to other ideas and considering alternatives and only able to work with people who share the same opinions. Impossibility of corporation, flexible and creative thinking, lack of reasonable questioning cause clear adaptation problems with environment. And predictable behaviour is violence to challenges. Belonging to a group or tendencies to spiritualism increases the happiness but religious dogmatism decreases it. The most dangerous factor effect on wellbeing is dogmatism that causes threat personality stabilization and adjusting with environment can result aggression and violence (Malmir, Khanahmadi and Farhud, 2017). That proves the reader religious dogmatism is one of the most important reasons for extremism and Islamic terrorism. According to CONTEST The United Kingdom’s Strategy for Countering Terrorism (2023), the key strands for combating terrorism are prevent, pursue, protect, and prepare. Main target of prevent is Combat against ideological reasons of terrorism, early intervention of radicalisation and disengaging and rehabilitation of radicalised or terror connected individuals. For early intervention training the staff in education, health, local authorities, police, and criminal justice agencies (prisons, probation, and youth justice) has a crucial role. 
     According to College of Policing (2017), vulnerability effected by personal factors as age, difference, disability, ethnicity, gender, mental health, religion, sexual orientation, and age also situational factors as adverse family circumstances, adverse community circumstances, adverse cultural influences, coercive control, grooming, immigrant status, isolation, lack of power, lack of support, language barriers poverty, presence of abuser and risky behaviour. 
     Stuart (2017) discusses, between 1998 and 2015, 56% of Islamism related offences committed by 21 to 29 years of age males. 72% of IRO was convicted by U.K. nationals, so home-grown terrorism is a great threat for U.K. %52 of IROs were committed by individuals has South Asian ancestry. %48 of IRO committed individuals from deprived areas. The education level of these people has little correlation. 75% of IROs committed by individuals were known by authorities. %26 of them convicted before public disorder, theft-related, terrorism, assault, drug-related and offensive weapons, or firearms offences, and 36% of that group previously convicted for extremism or terrorism. So, the figures prove to the reader, IRO committed individual’s age, their family background and economical status has major effect about their vulnerability during the recruiting process of Islamist terrorist organisations.
     According to Ministery of Justice (2021), Some of the prisoners feel isolated, lost, and lonely and having difficulties adaptation to prison life, and become vulnerable. Then they could be the target extremists. But the research has done in three high security prisons in England shows that there is not noteworthy evidence to prove prisons are the major risks to spreading Islamist extremism. Study shows that staff, imams, and other agencies working together to prevent. It has been considered as faith could be useful to deal with custody environment. But also educating the prisoners against extremism, segregation of extremists from other prisoners and rehabilitate them, moving them to another establishment, mixing the diverse backgrounds instead of separating are the some of the prevention techniques have been used, which helped the prisoners not being victim of Islamist extremism.
    Security Service MI5 (2024) discusses, work share: 75% Islamist extremism, 13% of investigations are for under 18 years old, hard to detect online threats and so many young people are being drawn into online extremism. 

     According to Equality and Human Rights Commission (2011), after the Islamist terrorist attacks Muslim community felt anxiety about going out publicly or to work, under suspicion and being afraid being a victim mistaken identity by armed police because of news on media and verbal or physical assaults.
     In conclusion, historic background of Islam with its dogmatic structure and missing the completion of its own enlightenment became an exploitation tool for Salafist Jihadist terrorist organisations. With distorting the moral values in Islam, terms like jihad and martyrdom, this groups had the chance to reach vast amount of people with globalization and advancement in the technologies to indoctrinate its own sick ideology to achieve terrorist attacks, which cost many innocent lives in and outside of U.K. Religion, age, gender as personal factors, adverse community circumstances, poverty, isolation, and presence of abuser as situational factors combined to cause vulnerability to Islamist terrorism during recruitment process. But vulnerabilities of victims of terrorist attack shows verity such as just being in the wrong time wrong place when those organisations are targeting civilians. Sometimes the position of society would be enough to be targeted because symbolizing the opposition ideology such as MPs or military staff. Also, Muslim communities are being affected after terrorist attacks because of their religious beliefs. Islamist terrorism is still the biggest threat to U.K. Under the combating strategy against terrorism, to reduce the risks and minimizing the threat, prevention techniques are being used as low-policing or soft power which will have better results in long term such as prevent duty training to early prevention of radicalisation to stop human source of Islamist terrorist organisations beside high-policing or hard power.
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