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1. A person is guilty of theft under Section 1 Theft Act 1968 which states: 

 ‘A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly appropriates property, belonging to another, with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it.’ 

In order to establish an offence of theft each of the five elements of the offence must be proved, these are:
 Dishonestly 
 Appropriates 
 Property 
 Belonging to another 
 Intention to permanently deprive.

Explain the elements ‘Dishonesty’ and ‘Belonging to Another’             

Dishonestly is not defined under the Theft Act 1968 however it does stipulate that an act cannot be defined as dishonest if the individual who has appropriated the property believes that he has the right to the property such as identifying an object as his by mistake. Therefore if an individual picks up a pen believing it is his then he is not being dishonest.
Similarly, if an individual believes that he would be given the owner’s consent if he was aware of the circumstances then the person appropriating the property is not acting dishonestly. An example is if one’s cat was stranded in a tree and the cat’s owner took a ladder from a neighbour’s garden to rescue it. Because he believed that should the neighbour be aware of the situation then he would have allowed the cat’s owner to take the ladder, he is not being dishonest.
Thirdly, if reasonable steps have been taken to try and establish who the owner of the property is and cannot be discovered, then appropriating the property does not constitute dishonestly. Reasonable steps include, placing an advert in the paper, or placing a message in social media.

Belonging to another refers to the appropriated property belonging to another person rather than the person who is appropriating it, otherwise it cannot be stolen. Should a person dispose of something the property becomes ownerless and therefore a person who then appropriates it has not stolen it.








2. Burglary is defined as :  
Section 9(1)(a) of the Theft Act 1968 burglary is committed by a person who enters a building or part of a building as a trespasser with intent to: 
a. Steal anything in the building or part of the building or 
b. Inflict grievous bodily harm on any person therein or 
c. Do unlawful damage to the building or anything therein. 

Section 9(1) (b) of the Theft Act 1968 burglary is committed by a person who having entered any building or part of a building as a trespasser: 
 steals or attempts to steal anything therein, or 
 inflicts or attempts to inflict grievous bodily harm on any person therein. 

Explain the elements ‘Enters’ and ‘Building or part of a building’ in relation to the offence of burglary.      
     In relation to the offence of burglary ‘enters’ refers to entry of the full body, part of the body or the use of an instrument as an extension to themselves. This could be a person using a hook at the end of a pole to retrieve keys through a letterbox or using a small child to access a property to steal. 
However, entry of part of the body in order to try and gain access to a property does not constitute burglary.

Building or part of a building refers to something that has a certain degree of permanence. A building constitutes an outhouse, an inhabited boat, a shed, a house, commercial property or other domestic dwelling. It does not include a tent even if it acts as person’s permanent place of residence. When something ceases to act as a dwelling, burglary can no longer be committed in it. Part of a building refers to when someone has the right to be in a building but is only allowed access to certain areas. An example of this is when in a department store, customers are allowed to access the shop floor but are not allowed behind the counter. If they cross these demarcation lines then they have entered part of a building. Should they commit any of the crimes listed within or have the intention to, then this constitutes as burglary.   
Portable structures such as those that have permanent use are also defined as ‘building’ in this case.       









3. A person (A) throws a brick at a group of people walking along the street intending that the brick hits and injures someone, the person does not know any of the people in the group and does not aim at any of them in particular. The brick hits one of the group on the head causing a really serious bodily harm resulting in hospitalisation.  

What offence has been committed by A? 
Explain your answer.   
The assault that has been committed by A is battery.
This is due to the fact that he has committed a crime in which he recklessly (subjectively) inflicted unlawful force on another individual as a result of throwing a brick. Battery refers to  actual physical  contact or harm being done. 
Force can be applied in a direct or indirect manner as it was with the throwing of the brick. 
This crime will constitute ‘Wounding or Inflicting Grievous Bodily Harm under the Offences Against the Person Act 1861, s. 20. This lies in the fact that the victim has been wounded to the point of needing hospitalisation and therefore a victim of grievous bodily harm. The act was malicious and unlawful with the use of a weapon/instrument.     

















4. The Victims Charter states that : 
“Victims of crime should be treated in a respectful, sensitive, tailored and professional manner without discrimination of any kind. They should receive appropriate support to help them, as far as possible, to cope and recover and be protected from re-victimisation”.

Explain how the needs of victims can be met from initial reporting of an offence through to court appearance and trial. 
Victims are crucial in the Criminal Justice System as they allow it to succeed and assist with avoiding ineffective trials. Certain things are put in place to ensure that their needs are met and they are treated with the dignity they deserve from the onset. This is achieved through a number of ways. A Victim Personal Statement (VPS) is conducted to allow the victim to voice how they feel they have been affected by the crime they have been subjected to. This enables all involved agencies to understand the impact that the crime has had on the victim and therefore establish any required services.
Witness Care Units have been introduced by the Cabinet Office across England and Wales to ensure the victim has a single point of contact for support that is tailored to their needs. This establishes a positive relationship and can lead to their continuation in supporting the police with evidence.
The interview process should be conducted in a manner that promotes their dignity and well-being whilst at the same time being investigative in nature. These interviews should be taken as close to the event as possible in a discrete place with minimum distraction.
A Witness Care Officer (WCO)  is appointed and they become a central point of contact fort he victim, providing consistency and continuity. They will inform the victim of all necessary information whilst at the same time ensuring that they are accessing the support that they need.
Vulnerable and intimidated victims will be given special consideration such as giving evidence over video link and the removal of wigs and gowns.
The victim should always be updated with any progress and this should be done by the police or CPS. 
Those who are victims of crime that is pertained as violent should be made aware of the availability of compensation through the relevant professional body.
During court procedures the victim is seated in an area that is segregated from the defendant to protect their vulnerability with all special considerations for the victim being sustained throughout the court procedures. 













5. When interviewing Victims Witnesses and Suspects police officers rely on the ‘PEACE’ model a national framework for Investigative Interviewing. 

Explain the PEACE model component parts and critically evaluate its effectiveness in interviewing suspects. 
PEACE is implemented for investigative interviewing because it provides a framework that enables consistency and therefore enhances public confidence.
P relates to planning and preparation and encompasses the most important aspect of this model. It is instrumental that this takes place as it enables the interviewer to establish what the aims and objectives of the interview are. Practical elements will need to be arranged such as ensuring the availability of an interview room and special considerations have been met which can include wheelchair access for the interviewee. It also allows the interviewer time to review the investigation to ensure he poses questions appropriate to achieve the best available evidence. 
E refers to Engage and Explain – This is crucial to establish a positive relationship with the interviewee. It is important that they feel comfortable as this will enable them to relax and therefore be more likely to disclose any necessary information. The interviewee’s cultural background and personal circumstances should be taken into consideration as this enables the investigator to establish their language ability and also mental capacity. This allows the investigator to adapt the language they use to make it accessible and understandable. Explanation of why they are being interviewed needs to take place and this then needs to be checked for understanding. The interviewer should then relay to the individual, how the interview is going to be conducted and what the objectives are. This ensures that the interviewee relaxes somewhat as they are not apprehensive regarding any surprises. Ultimately this aspect of PEACE encourages a rapport that will help with achieving the best evidence available.
A refers to Account and it is here that the interviewee is encouraged to participate in free recall. This gives the interviewee to regale what has happened whilst being prompted effectively by the investigator. This could be via the use of closed questions to relax the interviewee and give the investigator more control and open questions to ensure that they have the opportunity to expand on what they have to say. These are accompanied by other question types including forced choice, multiple and leading, all of which assist in different ways.
C refers to closure and this to ensure that the interview doesn’t end abruptly. Instead it should be planned and structured. There should be an element of summary in which the interviewer summarises what the interviewee says with clarification provided on request. Any documentation should be completed at this point and the interviewee should be made aware of any next steps. This encourages a positive relationship that respect towards the interviewee.
E refers to Evaluation and this too is a crucial aspect of the model as it allows the investigator to establish any necessary further action whilst at the same time being able to reflect on the performance of the interview and establishing the significance of the outcome of the interview in relation to the investigation.
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