














Name: George Parker


Student number: 1704367


Programme of Study: BA Business and Management


Module: Business Inquiry and Research


Tutor: Dr Alex Bell

























Research proposal 

Introduction 

For my research proposal my chosen topic is the effects of Night life on businesses and people. Within this area of research I will be looking at the population that take part in night life and why they do so as well as looking at those who work in the night time hospitality industry such as bars and clubs to see why they are motivated to do so and what is their end goal from their role. 

The reason that I have chosen this area of business to research is because it is an area that I am a part of and wish to explore further in more detail to increase my understanding of the way that it functions and what motivates people to become involved in Night life. This area is also one that I find interesting because of its unpredictability and range of affecting factors ("worked in a bar | Metro News", 2019). 

This is bases on a quantitative study on “nights out” that I did before this research proposal as a way to introduce myself to quantitative research methods, whilst conducting the research and analysing the results I found large amounts of the information collected to be intriguing and has created an interest in perusing this area of research further and expanding upon it to create a clearer picture of the  night life economy and what makes people wish to be a part of it (Gillham, 2007), (Marsh, 1982).

The concept that I wish to explore is that the night life economy is unsustainable for customers to take part in and for workers to be a part in for an extended length of time. From this I wish to find what the effects are and whether they have a positive or negative effect of both parties involved 

The objective of my research is to identify why do people choose to become a part of the night life economy either as a customer or as an employee working in night time hospitality and what are the effects that this can have on the daily life of the customers and the employees. 

For researching the information, the primary research question will be “Over time how has being a part of the night life economy affected you in either a positive and or a negative way?”. 



Methodological approach 

For my approach I have chosen to use the positivistic paradigm because I think that this paradigm will yield the best form of information for analysis by generating rational information through a traditional approach to data analysis ("Qualitative vs Quantitative Research | Snap Surveys", 2019). 

The method of research that I will be using for my proposal to gather information is through the use of questionnaires rather than using interviews, the reason that I have chosen to use questionnaires as my method of data collection is that questionnaires are- 

Inexpensive as they are one of the cheapest ways to gather quantitative data, this is especially true for self-administrative questionnaires where nobody has to be hired to create or collect the information instead the questionnaire are designed by myself and can be dispersed either by hand or by using online programs that are free to use. Questionnaire also cost little to no time in relation to interviews as in the time it can take to conduct one interview it is easily possible to have ten times the amount of information received through questionnaires.  

Questionnaires are also a practical way to gather information as you can choose the target audience to participate in the questionnaire as well as the clearly defining the questions asked and their format whether it being open ended or multiple choice. The data collected is also collected in real time and up to date as they can be filled in quickly without the need for any far advanced planning as would be needed for an interview. 

As stated, questionnaires are a very quick way in which information can be gathered in an incredibly short period of time and with the use of online tools for the dispersal of information a vast range of responses can be collected in under twenty-four hours. This also allows you to not depend on others for the collection of your information. 

Questionnaires are also scalable; they can cope well with high volumes of information with the only upper limit being that chosen by the creator of the survey. With the use of the internet geography no longer becomes a factor as it is possible for information to be gathers across a city to across a country. 

Following the collection of data from a questionnaire most data is quantities in nature allowing its analysis to be easy as well as it to be easily visualized so that it can be easily compared to other pieces of data. Using tools such as SPSS can dramatically simplify this process in a short time frame allowing more time for analysed and conclusions to be drawn with less time being taken and understanding, deciphering and collection information. 

However, with using questionnaires as my chosen method of data collections there are also disadvantages which are important to consider having a true image of the data that I wish to collect. These disadvantages to my data collection method may include- 



Dishonest within the questionnaires may become an issue as there is the chance that participants will not be one hundred percent truthful with their answers or may not know what the appropriate answer is and choose their answers at random. Dishonesty may become apparent if a question is too personal for the participant, so they instead decide on an answer that the participant feels is more acceptable. 

It is also possible that questions may be missed and unanswered by the participant. With optional questions participants may choose not to answer so that they can complete the questionnaire quicker or may miss out a question by not taking their time with the questionnaire. With online questionnaire it can be avoided by making answering each question a requirement for the advancement of the questionnaire.  

Each question can be interpreted differently with each participant when the question is open ended and without someone their to explain the questionnaire and answer any follow up questions the results are subjective. With more complicated questions this can occur more regularly so it important to attempt to remove miscommunication whenever possible. 

With a questionnaire, bias may be an issue to consider as a participant may have a hidden agenda or wish to influence the questionnaire in an inappropriate way to manipulate the results. This could lead to an inaccurate data set that would not give a clear image of the collected results that can lead to incorrect conclusions. 

With the use of questionnaires there is also a lack of personalization as the quick nature of collection runs directly against a high amount of time and care being taken with the participants. This would make the method of data collection in-efficient by increasing the time for information to be collected each set of data however it would almost guarantee that the presentation would be completed correctly. 

The process that I will chose to use to carry out my research is by physically creating copies of my questionnaire and handing them out to individuals to that I am able to answer any questions that they have in relation to the questions. As well as surrounding issues such as what is the purpose of myself collection the data is how will the data be used. This physical interaction will also allow me to cover I wider demographic of individuals for the questionnaire by attempting to target both genders and ages ranges equally as possible to create a well rounder set of data to draw from (Balnaves & Caputi, 2001). 

This process will be ethically secure be ensuring that the data collected can be done anonymously with the participant giving any identifying answers such as name and how to contact being entirely optional without it being a requirement. This will be done at the beginning of the questionnaire as well as being made verbally clear by myself when handing out the questionnaire to participants. Also I will not be within close proximity to the participants as they complete the questionnaire, so that I will not be able to see how participants chose to answer each question and only involving myself in there questionnaire to provide clarity on any complex questions with the use of a blank questionnaire to point out the perplexing question without viewing the data of the participants. 

Planning data Analysis and Presentation 

Following the collection of data the next stage in the process is to input the collected data into SPSS so that it can be analysed and visualised, do aid this there will also be an excel spreadsheet which will hold the data as it is collected over time so that the results can then be easily transferred to SPSS in an accurate manner. Following this data frequencies will be created to analyse what the data collected is made up from such as looking at the percentile difference between male and female participants. Then there will be crosstabulations created between different sets of data so that comparisons can be made, and the data sets can be contrasted against each other. 

The results will then be presented in tables or comparison as well as in chart format when appropriate so that the reader can clearly identify where each result has originated from and what each result is being compared against. 

These results will indicate whether being a part of the night life economy has a positive or negative effect on a variety of factors including health and personal life of each individual. Then using the information collected I will be able to draw conclusions from the data and make a judgment on whether the initial key concept is true or false. 

Research Planning and Ethics 

The primary resource for data collection will be will be paper and pens being available for the participants so that there can be no delay in collection the data as the data will not be collected using online programs there will be no need for an internet access for the completion of the data collection.

The research plan will involve an initial time period of reading related articles of information and using the information read to identify further related questions that could be useful for my own data collection and making notes as well as researching related questionnaires to my own chosen area of study and drawing from their information when appropriate. There are also no identifiable budgetary constraints that can be identified which may cause an issue or to slow the planned time frame for the process of data collection and analysis. 
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