


This 1000 word supporting paper, will include an introduction about serious organised crime and who deals with it, furthermore, this supporting paper will have the different views from various books and articles that explain how the media portrays county line crimes and include some examples of different articles that talk about serious organised crime, for example the daily mail. 
One of the issues that the UK public services deal with, is serious organised crime. The definition of serious organised crime, according to Crime Stoppers (2022a) is ‘people who have worked together for an extended period of time to plan, co-ordinate and conduct serious crime’.
According to Winchester (2020, p.1) these criminals are motivated to commit crime, so they can be financial wealthy and gain power. The examples from the National Crime Agency (NCA) (2022a) outline the crimes that serious organised crime groups do, such as: Drug trafficking, Fraud, human trafficking, possession of illegal firearms, cyber-crime and child sexual exploitation. In December 2013, the Crown Prosecution Service recorded that there were 36,000 organised individuals and 5,300 groups, costing the UK economy £24 billion each year. In comparison, almost decade later, the NCA plan of 2020-2021 (p. 7) has estimated that serious organised crime costs the UK economy £37 billion per year. Furthermore, there were a confirmed 4,772 groups at the end of 2019 (NCA, 2021, p. 7) and at least 181,000 individuals (NCA, 2019) who are linked with serious and organised crime, which is an enormous increase in cost and the number of individuals. 
The NCA’s main role is to investigate serious and organised crime (NCA, 2022a). The NCA investigations aim to ‘target, disrupt and arrest groups or individuals’, who are involved with serious organised crime. The NCA either work on their own or have help working alongside partnerships or agencies, such as the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) or the UK Police. The CPS work with the NCA and the police as well as HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) to help protect the UK by prosecuting the suspects who are involved with serious organised crime. Furthermore, the CPS help prevent serious and organised crime by looking into serious crime prevention orders.
One of the crimes that have been established as a serious and organised crime is county lines. County lines according to Crime Stoppers (2022b) is a term for organised illegal drug dealing networks, which are often controlled through a single phone number, known as a ‘deal line’. Organised groups hire vulnerable people, children or adults, who are living in rural or suburban areas. These people are referred as ‘runners’ to help deliver drugs or cash. Their main transportation is rail networks, taxis or other private hire vehicles which are more anonymous. The purpose of these ‘runners’ is that the criminals who oversee the deliveries, remain detached and are unlikely to be detected by public services.
Harding (2022) is concerned that the British media is fuelling fear in the public rather than informing debate. Also, she is concerned that this causes ‘moral panic’, ‘moral panic’ is a term that suggests that the media’s way of reporting is “stylised” and “stereotypical” which makes news headline sound threatening which makes the public panicked and worried. (Harding (2022) investigated how the media looks at county lines in the UK. She reviewed 132 online news articles from media outlets such as BBC, Daily Mail, The Guardian, ITV and sky news, and she concluded that words to describe the young people who were involved with country lines crimes were “exploited” which was used 210 times or “vulnerable” which was used 192 times. Harding is referring to young people as the ‘vulnerable’ making them “victims” as they are being threatened if they do not wish to co-operate. A BBC (2019) article gets a viewpoint of a man who back in his teenager years used to be a ‘courier’ and was held in crack dens and threated with knives if he did not help the drug gang.
Media articles sometimes refer young people as victims of county lines crimes, for example a BBC (2021) article, having the headline “Northamptonshire Police operation jails ‘untouchable’ drug dealers”, where drug gang bosses who were arrested and thought they were untouchable, and had “vulnerable children” as young as 14 being used for a “secretive criminal network” to sell drugs. Finally, an article from Professional Security where it is mentions 7,000 people, both in the workforce and in charities to spot “vulnerable people”, mentioning the “vulnerable children on trains” transporting drugs (2023) and “illicit cash”
This could suggest fear for the public because of parents thinking their children could get taking away by gang leaders and force them to be involved with county line crimes. 
Even though the media portrays young people as victims of these crimes, the contrast for drug’s suppliers and drug users is another thing.
According to the UK Drug Policy Commission (UKDPC) (2010, p.6), they suggest that the media shows a “negative impression” on Drug users or drug use, which “demonizes” and “marginalizes” society. The UKDPC also had research showing 64% of adults in the UK in 2010 agree with the statement that, people with a history of drug dependence are too often demonised in the media. 
In conclusion, serious organised crime is rising in the UK by the individuals who are involved and the amount of money they make from doing these crimes. Furthermore, looking at media they are trying to inform the public about county line crime and how it effects young vulnerable victims, however when informing this information to the public sources they are sympathetic over young vulnerable victims who are being forced to  
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