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Old English

Hweet! We Gardena In geardagum,
beodcyninga, prym gefrunon,

hu oa aepelingas ellen fremedon.
Oft Scyld Sceng sceapena preatum,

monegum meegpum, meodosetla
ofteah,

egsode eorlas. Syooan eerest wearo
feasceaft funden, he pzes frofre gebad,
weox under wolcnum, weoromyndum
pah,

oopeet him a2ghwylc para
ymbsittendra

ofer hronrade hyran scolde, gomban
gyldan. paet wees god cyning!



Middle English

Whan that Aprille with his shoures
sote

The droghte of Marche hath perced
to the rote,

And bathed every veyne in swich
licour,

Of which vertu engendred is the
flour;

Whan Zephirus eek with his swete
breeth

Inspired hath in every holt and
heeth




Romance Languages

Distribution of Romance Descended from
languages in modern Europe:

spoken (vulgar) Latin:
» [talian

» Romanian
» French

» Catalan

» Spanish

» Portuguese




Celtic Languages

Prg-S_axon Celtic languages in  The Brittonic group:
Britain and Ireland:
' » Welsh
» Cornish
» Breton
The Goidelic group:
» Irish
» Manx
» Scottish Gaelic




Indo-European Languages

» Celtic

» [talic (Latin)

» Germanic

» Balto-Slavic

» Hellenic (Greek)
» Albanian

» Armenian

» Indo-Iranian




Language Status

The Laws in Wales Act Welsh
Language Clause (1536):

... from henceforth no Person or
Persons that use the Welsh

Speech or Language shall have or
enjoy any Manner Office

or Fees within the Realm of
England, Wales, or other the

King’s Dominion, upon Pain of
forfeiting the same Offices

or Fees, unless he or they use and
exercise the English

Speech or Language.”

An excerpt from “The Blue
Books™ (1847):

*...his language keeps him under
the hatches, being one in which he
can neither acquire nor
communicate the necessary
information. It is a language of old-
fashioned agriculture, of theology,
and of simple rustic life, while all
the world about him is English . . .
He is left to live in an under-world
of his own, and the march of
society goes . . . completely over
his head.”



Language Contact and Shift

A century of decline
in Welsh-speakers:

1891: 54%
1901: 50%

CenNsuUsS By
2021 1961: 26%

1991: 199%
2001: 21%
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Language Death
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Na ges moye vel
pager po pemp en
dreav nye ell clapia
Cornoack leben, poble
coath pager egance
blouth.

Cornoack ewe oll
neceaves gen poble
younk.



Language Revitalisation

I

» European Charter for
Regional or Minority.
Languages (1992)

» European Framework
Convention for the
Protection of National
Minorities (1995)

» UNESCO Atlas of the
Word’s Languages in
Danger



Official Languages




Curious Parallels

“The formation of
different languages
and of distinct
species, and the
proofs that both have
been developed
through a gradual
process, are curiously
parallel.”




