SELF REFLECTIVE ESSAY

	This reflective essay I will be talking about the struggles, obstacles, memories and things that I have learnt throughout the journey of completing my assignment. At first. I had no problem in following whatever I had wrote down in my schedule. I even had extra time to do extra shots but then that’s when things started to turn around, from me being really confidant with the work that I want to produce to losing my confidence 100% day by day. I started my shooting a week after presentation I experimented with 3 different types of camera, the Canon 700D, The Sony A7S ii and the Panasonic Lumix GH5 camera.
I was glad that I got to experiment my test shots with these 3 cameras because they have different specs. In the end, I stuck with the GH5 because Brett introduced the Gh5 to me and he said that nobody uses the GH5 because it’s a very confusing camera. I took his advice to give the GH5 a chance and when I wanted to borrow it from Dan he said that the person who is currently borrowing the camera hasn’t brought it back so I had to wait for 3 days to get my hands on it. I fell in love instantly with the GH5, the only problem that I faced with the GH5 is lack of storage space on the desktop. I’m not a professional when it comes to camera but I’ve used it before when I had to shoot for events. Basically, I learned the basic thing I can find on YouTube are very limited. I put in so much. Effort in
After finally getting enough test shots to present my draft I realized that someone has deleted my videos and files on the mac desktop in the mac lab by the reception, instantly I felt weak like I could not move because I was supposed to present those drafts to Matt in 3 day’s time. So I had to re-shoot my test shots within those three days. Luckily, nothing really bad happened during the process of my filming.
A week before Easter break started I had planned all my work flow in detail, when am I going to start filming and when should I finish editing. Easter break messed up my schedule quite bad because I got unexpected plans and visits so at one point I went off track of my original schedule and I struggled to get back on track. I regret not pushing myself harder to finish my filming as soon as possible so I can start my edit sooner but because I was also helping out my friends for their filming too. One of the biggest problems that I faced while helping my friends out for their filming is the content of the video that we have. Some of my friends has the same theme as me therefore we share our videos with each other only for me to realize in the end that I don’t have enough videos to use in my assignment. During Easter break no work was done because I was in London and Amsterdam for a week and a half and on the last week of Easter all me and my friends did was relaxing. One of the strength that I have and that I know I am at least the same level as my other friends who has been doing filmmaking for quite a while. 
The fact that me and Nad share most of our videos together but I want to take full credit of my videos because I was the one who filmed it by myself and I did not get any help from anyone. I also struggled with my characters because at some point both of my characters were having problems so it affected my shooting schedule. Day by day I lost confidence in my assignment and I asked myself everyday if I can produce the type of video that I want to portray to my targeted audience. Then a new problem popped out when I realized that the GH5 takes up a lot of storage space on the desktop and because I don’t own my own hard disk I share with Nad. Needless to say, I struggled there too because I couldn’t save all my videos on the desktop therefore I relied on Nad’s hard disk and the Gh5’s SD Card. 
I originally wanted to use the iMovie as my editing platform but then I changed my mind at the very last minute because I want to challenge myself with a software I have never used before which is the Premiere Pro CC.
The good thing that I got out of this assignment is that Matt and Brett supported me and they gave me encouraging advices that were very useful. When it came to the editing process I don’t know what to do because this Is my first time using the premiere pro. Given the circumstances I searched online on how to us premiere pro for beginners but now I have gotten a hang of it.  I also learned online on how to do certain filters but because I ended my filming late I spend more time researching than actually doing some edits.
As the deadline got closer the more I felt like panicking because I have a feeling that I could never finish it on time. It was hard for me at one point to look for more inspiration and ideas for my music video but then I had to push myself once in a while. Originally, I was supposed to finish editing at least 2 weeks before submission but then I had a small minor cut on my hand so I couldn’t move much. 
I got more distracted at the fact that we have so much free time here in Wales compared to back home and it was tough for me to keep up because I couldn’t think of any idea for my music video. A month before submission I finally finished filming, it was late for me but I have to admit I did procrastinate a lot in a way I kept giving myself excuses. These are one of my biggest weakness and that is losing confidence in myself and procrastination. How I overcome these weakness is to make sure I put up notes/reminders in my room so whenever I look at it at least I’ll feel bad if I don’t do work. The second way is by asking my friends to remind me all the time about the status of my assignment and like they constantly remind me to keep track of my update so that I can plan my way through smoothly. 
Also, one of the many problems I faced is that sometimes the equipment that I want to borrow is never in. For example, like the sound recorder or the camera, light panels and rode mic.  Although there were a lot of problem during the filming process and editing process but there are times where I am proud of my video filming skills and photography skills. I may not be good at editing because I have never tried it but I like to think that I can be the one holding and directing the camera angles. I am also happy at the fact that my friends are here to help me by lending me an extra hand. Working alone can be really hard especially when you do scenes that requires the help of some crew mates like holding the camera of boom pole and the big lighting panel. 
As the stress builds up day by day, my friends stayed away from me because they could tell that my sleeping schedule is not on the right track anymore therefore I am cranky. I blame myself for being annoying and for being a burden towards my friends who has helped me therefore I will forever be grateful for my friends. I did hit rock bottom at one point because I could not handle the amount of stress put on me. Usually I am the type person who won’t be affected by stress easily but because I was so worried about me failing this subject I just don’t feel so good about myself. Then again one of the biggest factor of stress for me is my lack of sleep sometimes I sleep 3 hours a day or non-at all. What I did to overcome these is by winging it until I finish my work. I had to force myself to stay awake in order to finish my work. Another good way that I did to overcome my fear is by talking to myself everyday telling me to be strong. 
Compared to my original portfolio I have changed my script to a new one for my narrative scene. The reason why I changed it is because the script that I made was more dramatic and long whereas the new changes were made on the script because I wanted something more natural and calm but the message can still be sent forward. Other major changes are like my Gantt chart that’s for sure, I was supposed to start filming in march but I only started filming in April after Easter break one. The reason why I started late is because I was sick for two weeks straight and I was bed ridden I couldn’t move at all. I also changed the colour grading of my work but like in my portfolio I never really mentioned what type of colour grading would I like and what type of colour grading would suite my music video.
Nothing much changed from my first portfolio but I did insert some other stuff like new location places because I don’t have enough time to go to different places and shoot. One thing that I definitely have learned from my mistakes is that to not take things to easily or for granted and for me I definitely took my free time for granted the time that I was supposed to be filming and yet I still couldn’t a slot in my free time to shoot other than the last two weeks of March when I was bed ridden. I also learned to always have a back up plan in case of any emergency like when I lost most of my files on the desktop in the mac lab. I realized that my stuff has been missing if the storage is too full so I need to have another platform or drive to store my videos to make it easier for me to access it. Whenever I had to do work I had to borrow Nad’s hard drive and that was hard on her too because she had to do her work as well so that makes it hard for the both of us especially when I use premiere pro if I used some of the videos from her hard drive but the rest of it would be in my desktop Premiere Pro won’t let me access my work because it could not locate my videos and that is also one of the problems that I faced.
What I did to over come it is I transferred all the files that I needed from Nad’s hard disk and also the SD card onto the desktop in order for me to use my work again. 
Then again Premiere Pro can be really sensitive and sometimes if I export my work to media it won’t let me open for some reason why so I thought maybe it’s because my desktop is out of space so I saved it onto Nad’s hard disk again in order for me to upload to moodle. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I definetly learned a lot of things from this assignment from the start till the very end and I realized a lot of things that I lack in and needs fixing but I learned my lesson here and I am very glad to be here to do this assignment my way. 
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