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Introduction:
It is well known that the House of Lords has a major significance in the United Kingdom parliamentary system and has been in the course of debate for a very long period of time. The advocates for the House of Lords contend the importance and cruciality of the elements in parliament. In recent years the desire to abolish the House of Lords has increased and attained the attention of many, this discourse revolves around the question of democracy, accountability, and adaptability. Such an important matter must be examined and becomes imperative to argue against the continuation of the House of Lords and a firm stance is required. This will delve into this matter requires a certain level of expertise from its members, and the capability to undertake a heavy-weight task and make it comprehensive.  

What is parliament:
The parliament is the highest legislative body in a democratic government and is responsible for making the laws, ensuring the actions taken by the government are correct and the issues raised by the citizens are represented in the correct manner. Within the system, there normally is a bicameral system, consisting of two houses: the lower house often called the House of Commons or a similar name, and the upper house such as the House of Lords.

The primary functions of Parliament include:
The parliament is the one that brings forward debates, amendments, and the passing of the law, members of parliament known as MPs or legislators discuss the proposed topic and ensure it aligns with the wants, needs, and values of the society.

Scrutiny of the Executive: Parliament plays a crucial role in overseeing the actions of the government. This includes questioning government officials, examining policies, and holding the executive branch accountable for its decisions and actions.

Approval of Budgets: Parliament is responsible for approving government budgets. This usually involves examining and authorizing government expenditures and ensuring financial accountability.

Conflict Resolution: Parliament is also a forum for resolving conflicts and differences of opinion through debate, negotiation, and compromise. This is essential for maintaining political stability and fostering cooperation.

The specific structure and powers of a parliamentary system can be different between countries. Some countries have a unicameral system with only one legislative chamber, which can be easier to comprehend while others have a bicameral system with two chambers. 

What is the House of Lords? 
The House of Lords is one of the two houses of the Parliament of the United Kingdom, the other being the House of Commons. It is the upper house, and its members are not elected but are appointed or in some cases inherit their positions or hold certain positions by virtue of their office. The House of Lords plays a unique role in the legislative process and in the overall governance of the United Kingdom.
The role of the House of Lords has been the subject of ongoing debate and calls for reform. Critics argue that the appointed nature of the House can lead to a lack of democratic legitimacy, while supporters claim its revising role and the wealth of expertise it brings to the legislative process.

How are members of the Houses of Lords elected? 
Members of the House of Lords are not elected through a public vote; instead, they are appointed or hold their positions due to their office. The House of Lords is a predominantly appointed chamber, and its members fall into three main categories:
Life Peers: Life peers are appointed to the House of Lords based on their achievements and contributions to society in various fields such as politics, business, science, arts, and public service. Life peers are appointed by the monarch on the recommendation of the Prime Minister or the House of Lords Appointments Commission, an independent body that recommends non-party-political life peers.

Bishops (Lords Spiritual): The House of Lords includes bishops from the Church of England, known as the Lords Spiritual. The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, as well as a selection of bishops with the longest-serving dioceses, automatically have seats in the House of Lords.

Hereditary Peers: Historically, hereditary peers inherited their positions in the House of Lords. However, the House of Lords Act 1999 significantly reduced the number of hereditary peers allowed to sit in the House. Only 92 hereditary peers retained their seats, and vacancies among the hereditary peers were filled through by-elections within their ranks.

It is also very important to note that the House of Lords is not an elected chamber member in the same way as the House of Commons. Members are chosen for their expertise, experience, and contributions to society rather than through a public vote. This system is designed to bring a diverse range of skills and perspectives into the legislative process. However, the appointed nature of the House has been a subject of ongoing debate and calls for reform to enhance its democratic legitimacy.



What is the role of the House of Lords?
The House of Lords plays a significant and distinctive role within the Parliament of the United Kingdom. While it does not have the same legislative powers as the elected House of Commons, it serves several crucial functions:

Legislative Review and Revision: One of the primary roles of the House of Lords is to act as a revising chamber for legislation proposed by the House of Commons. Members of the House of Lords review bills, suggest amendments, and contribute to the detailed scrutiny of proposed laws. While the House of Lords cannot ultimately block most legislation, it can delay bills and prompt further consideration.

Expertise and Specialization: The House of Lords includes members with diverse backgrounds, expertise, and experiences. Life peers, in particular, are appointed for their achievements in various fields such as law, science, business, the arts, and public service. This diversity of expertise allows the House of Lords to bring specialized knowledge to the legislative process, enriching debates and discussions.

Scrutiny of Government Actions: The House of Lords plays a vital role in scrutinizing the actions and policies of the government. Members can question government ministers, participate in select committees, and engage in debates that hold the executive branch accountable for its decisions.

Protection of Minority Interests: The appointed nature of the House of Lords is often seen as providing a degree of independence, allowing members to represent a broader range of perspectives and interests. This can include the protection of minority rights and interests that might not be as strongly represented in the elected House of Commons.

Bishops' Contribution: The inclusion of bishops from the Church of England, known as the Lord Spiritual, adds a spiritual and ethical dimension to debates. While their numbers are small compared to other members, they contribute to discussions on the moral and ethical aspects of the legislation.

Constitutional Checks and Balances: The House of Lords, as a revising chamber, contributes to the system of checks and balances within the UK's constitutional framework. Its ability to scrutinize and suggest amendments to legislation provides an additional layer of review before laws are enacted.




Advantages of the House of Lords:

The House of Lords possesses several advantages that contribute to its role in the UK parliamentary system. One notable strength lies in the wealth of expertise and experience brought by its members, particularly life peers who are appointed for their significant contributions to various fields. This diversity of knowledge enhances the quality of legislative debates and discussions, ensuring that proposed laws are scrutinized with a high level of competence.

Furthermore, the House of Lords serves a crucial revisionary role in the legislative process. By thoroughly reviewing and suggesting amendments to legislation proposed by the House of Commons, it acts as a safeguard against hastily crafted laws. This meticulous scrutiny helps refine policies and prevents the enactment of poorly considered legislation, contributing to the overall effectiveness of the legislative process.

Disadvantages of the House of Lords:

One significant disadvantage of the House of Lords is its perceived lack of democratic legitimacy. The fact that members are appointed or hold positions by virtue of their office raises concerns about the chamber's authority and its alignment with democratic principles. Critics argue that an unelected body should not play such a significant role in the legislative process.

The presence of hereditary peers, albeit reduced in number, remains a contentious issue. Critics argue that the continued existence of hereditary peerage in the House of Lords is antiquated and undemocratic, as it perpetuates a system of inheritance rather than merit-based appointments.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, the House of Lords is a complex institution with both strengths and weaknesses. While it contributes valuable expertise and plays a vital revising role, the lack of direct election and the presence of hereditary peers raise questions about democratic legitimacy. The ongoing debate over the House of Lords underscores the need for careful consideration of its role in the modern democratic landscape. Reform discussions continue, reflecting a broader societal expectation for accountability, representation, and adaptability within the UK parliamentary system.

