Appendices

Appendix A – Observation Notes

	Date and time, year group: 
Year 4 (KS2)

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
The observations took place in a literacy, language and communications lesson on inferences, the lesson was interactive and involved shoes as the visual hooks. 
The class was made up of 23 pupils, 1 teaching assistant and the main teacher. 14 of these pupils were boys and 9 were girls, and the layout of the classroom reflected levels of abilities throughout the class – stronger abilities towards the back and weaker abilities towards the front. 
The classroom was laid out as such; a table at the front with 2 boys and 2 girls directly facing the board, one of which had autistic spectrum condition (ASC), a table to the right of the board with 3 boys and 1 girl, I was informed that these were children without English as their first language, a table to the left of the board with 6 boys and the teaching assistant, a table on the back left with only 3 boys, and a table on the back right with 6 girls. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The class was a very well behaved one and respected the authority of the teacher, they used hands up to answer questions and signify any other needs, utilizing the C3B4ME approach to encourage collaboration and Lev Vygotsky’s ‘More Knowledgeable Other’ idea. 
My attention was drawn to a girl at the back of the class who was dressed in a white t-shirt and jean shorts and had one long plait. I noticed that when the teacher was talking to the class as a whole, this child was rather disengaged; she spent a lot of time playing with her plait, phasing in and out of staring episodes, and jerking her shoulders a lot. However, during the tasks she was very engaged and worked diligently, appearing to understand everything and having no trouble with the work. When the lesson took its visual turn with the shoe, her attention was spiked. That being said however, she wasn’t very interactive with her classmates, and she waited for all the other girls to have a turn looking at the shoe before she allowed herself to pick it up and examine it. When it came to sharing their inferences with each other, there was much engagement from the other pupils, lots of hands up and contributions, but this child didn’t put her hand up at all and showed no interest in audibly contributing. 
At the end of the lesson, in order to leave, the children had to share one of their inferences and choose 2 friends to stand with them by the door. This child did put her hand up, but when the teacher called on her, she had no answer and simply shrugged her shoulders. The teacher kindly let her choose 2 friends anyway, and she chose a girl from her table and a boy from another table.

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
One possibility is to focus on her disengagement, paired with the jerking shoulders, as I know these can be symptoms of anxiety. Often stress and discomfort in a situation can lead to nervous tics and a tendency to ‘zone out.’ 
Another possibility is to focus on her lack of participation in the class discussions. I feel that these route has more meat to it, I would like to talk about personality type and learning style and see whether this plays any part in her behaviour. Is her behaviour good, bad, concerning, normal, etc.
The fact that she chose a girl and a boy to stand with is quite interesting, perhaps she felt uncomfortable at the table because she didn’t have a friend next to her. She may come out of her shell more with the comforting presence of a friend. 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
The environment in the classroom is very nice, however, the layout of the tables is quite uneven. 1 full table of girls and 2 full tables of boys is quite unequal. The classroom might benefit from more equal tables. 




Appendix B – List of Pedagogical Choices

· Are you an introvert, or are you an extravert?

· What is your favourite subject?

· Susan Wilks’ inclusive discussion methods.

· Rotational seating plan, ready-made pairs and trios, friendship.

· Hands up or shouting out?

· An adaptable assessment style.
