Prediction
This helps the reader to activate prior knowledge about a topic, so they begin to join what (s)he knows with the new material in the text.  
Predictions are based upon clues in the text such as pictures, illustrations, subtitles and plot.  Clues may also come from prior knowledge about the author, text form or content.
Readers can be encouraged to make personal predictions before and during reading.  These should be justified with reference to the text wherever possible.  ‘During’ reading, effective readers adjust and refine earlier predictions as new information is gleaned and new connections are made.  
Pupils can also use predicting to identify unknown words either before or after decoding.  Pupils need to determine whether the word makes sense in this context.

Comparing
As pupils start to make connections, they will also begin to make ‘comparisons’.  This involves pupils thinking more specifically about the similarities and differences between the connections they are making.  When pupils make comparisons, they may begin asking questions,

e.g.  How is this different to what I do?
        How is this text the same as the other one I read?
        How is this information different to what I think about this issue?








Connecting
Efficient readers make sense of text by making strong connections between their prior knowledge and new information presented in the text.  Pupils need to be able to continue to use this strategy ‘during’ reading to continually make connections as they read, and not just at the ‘before’ reading stage.

Pupils may make...

TEXT-TO-SELF connections – where they think about their lives and connect their own personal experiences to the information in the text.

TEXT-T-TEXT connections – which involve readers thinking about other texts written by the same author or with common themes, style, organization, structure, characters or content.
TEXT-TO-WORLD connections – which involve readers thinking about what they know about the world outside their personal experience, their family or their communities.

Inferring
Efficient readers take information from a text and add their own ideas to make ‘inferences’.  They make predictions, draw conclusions and make judgements to create interpretations of a text.  Making inferences allows pupils to move beyond the literal text, to make assumptions about what is not precisely stated in the text – i.e. to read ‘between’ the lines.  


Efficient readers will infer the meaning of unknown words using contextual clues and pictures/diagrams.




Synthesizing
When comprehending text, efficient readers use ‘synthesizing’ to bring together information that may come from a variety of sources.  Synthesizing involves readers piecing information together – like pieces of a jigsaw.

As pupils read and use synthesizing, they stop at selected places in a text and think about what has been read.  This encourages them to keep track of what is happening in the text.

Creating Images

Efficient readers use all their sense to continually create images as they read text.  The images that individuals create are based on their prior knowledge.  Sensory images help readers to draw conclusions, make predictions, interpret information, remember details and support overall comprehension.

Pupils need to be given the opportunity to share their images (through talk, drawing, drama etc.).

Self-questioning
Efficient readers continually think of questions ‘before’, ‘during’ and ‘after’ reading to assist them to comprehend text.  Often these questions are formed spontaneously and naturally, with one question leading to the next.  Questions may relate to the content, style, structure, important messages, events, actions, inferences, predictions, author’s purpose, or may be an attempt to clarify meaning.

Pupils’ own questions provide a framework for ‘active’ reading, engaging them in the text as they go in search of answers.  Pupils need to be aware that answers to all questions may not always be in the text.


Skimming
Skimming involves glancing quickly through material to gain a general impression or overview of the content.

This involves the reader passing over much of the detail to get the general gist of what the text contains.  Skimming is often used before reading to:

· quickly assess whether the text is going to meet the purpose for reading/researching
· determine what is to be read
· review text organization
· active prior knowledge

Leaflets and pamphlets are good for developing ‘skimming’ skills.

Scanning
Scanning involves glancing through the text to locate specific details such as names, dates, places etc. 
e.g.  A reader might scan a contents page or index to find the page number for a specific topic.
Pupils use titles, sub-headings, diagrams and captions to make ‘scanning’ more efficient.

Pupils need to be able to differentiate between the skill of ‘skimming’ and that of ‘scanning’.






Determining Importance
Good readers constantly ask themselves what is most important in this phrase, sentence, paragraph, chapter or whole text.  Learners benefit from understanding how to determine the important information, particularly in informational and website texts.  Factors such as ‘purpose’ for reading, knowledge of topic, prior experiences and understanding of text organization will help readers to identify important information in a text.

Pupils can begin to identify important ideas from short pieces of text.  Key words, phrases and sentences can then be identified.  It is sometimes useful to begin with informational texts and highlight organizational features that will help pupils to decipher important information from les important information.  These features include:
Reading Strategies



		Headings
		Subheadings
		Titles
		Illustrations



Emboldened text
Icons
Hyperlinks
Font size



Summarizing & Paragraphs


These are closely linked to the strategy of ‘determining importance’.  They are part of the process of identifying, recording and writing the key ideas, main points or most important information from a text into your own words.

Summarizing is the ability to reduce a larger piece of text so the focus is on the most important elements in the text.  The re-stating or re-writing of text into other words is referred to as ‘paraphrasing’.  The key words and phrases in a text are used when summarizing or paraphrasing to capture the main focus of the text.
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