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Approaches Reflected in Academic Writing MOOCs

‘Subsom Kuak
The O S Univessy

Abstract

‘Since twasfirstitroduced in 2008, Masive Open Online Courses (MOOCS) bave been atracting a ot of
interest. Since then, MOOCs have emerged as powerful platforms for teaching and learning academic
writiag. Howeres, there has been no detaled investgation o academic writing MOOCS, A5 a result, much
‘uncertaaty sl exists about the differencesof witing MOOCs compared with traditional ypes of writing.
nstruction i the classtoom. Draving on historical emphases in writing instruction, ive approaches are
llstrated skils, creatve witing, process, socil practice, and a socio-cultural perspective. This study
‘uses data from sx academic wrting MOOC: o examine what approsches az revealed within their witing
instructions. Foeusing on a group of st academie wrting }MOOCs at collegeleel atrbutes and fatures.
of wriing MOOCs were explored by analzing sylab,video lectures, and assiguments. Overal,th study
Sound that these academmic writng MOOCs sick o 3 traditional model of teaching writing, “vriing 35
Skl These Sndings sugeest that nstroctors who teach academsic wrtin through online pltiorms
showed that their immediate concerns were not 3 social practce or socio-calfural context. Rather,
teaching and learing of grammatial accuracy and surface features of texts at collge Jrel appear to be
‘st purpose of seademic witing MOOCs.
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