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Part 2 
Within the part one child protection case conference discussion I played the role of the Health Visitor. It was fascinating to look into the role of the Health Visitor as I was unsure on the role and participation they played in safeguarding and child protection. It was interesting to learn that Health Visitors are often the first to recognise whether a child is at risk of abuse of harm as they work closely with families in the home, therefore they play a vital role in the child protection process. They work closely with other professionals and provide support to families during formal safeguarding arrangements (Health Careers, No Date).  While doing research for the discussion I discovered that Health Visitors review children from birth until they are two and a half years old. This was important information to know for the discussion which enabled me to include the correct information about the children (NHS, 2017).   
I also researched the symptoms of post-natal depression and how this effects a mother. It is the Health Visitor’s job to identify signs of post-natal depression and to provide efficient support to the mother. This would include referring her to a GP for counselling and physiological support. It was very clear through my researching how much post-natal depression can affect not only the mother but the whole family. Not only can the mother neglect herself but also her children (NHS, 2016) 
From undertaking this discussion, I researched into the process of making a referral, in order to gain a better understanding of what happens and who makes referrals. The social worker plays a big role in referrals and is the person who refers children for an assessment. The assessment consists of multi agencies working together to gather information and analyse the needs and welfare of the child and decide whether they are at any risk (Child Law Advice, No Date). This is in relation with the Children Act 1989 which states that every local authority involved with a child in need must safeguard and promote their welfare and offer services and appropriate support to help the family (Legislation, No Date). This has highlighted the importance of sharing information and working closely with other professionals, to be able to offer the best support for the children and family. I was unsure of the proceedings after the initial child protection conference, therefore it was useful to learn that after the initial child protection conference the professionals will decide whether the child is at risk of significant harm and to be placed on a child protection plan. Once on the child protection plan the professionals will work together to ensure ways in which the child and family can be supported and protected (Powel and Uppal, 2012). 
[bookmark: _Hlk528270537]Although I already understood the importance of sharing information with others within child protection, this experience has extended my knowledge on how we must work together professionally to produce the best outcomes for the family. Powel and Uppal (2012) state the importance of knowing your role and responsibilities within the early years and being able to work with other staff members and other professionals to enhance the safeguarding and well-being of children. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 3 states that all organisations and professionals concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child, therefore stating the importance of information sharing and working to promote the best outcomes for children and their families (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). The Working Together statutory guidance published in 1999 sets out how multi-agencies and professionals should work together to protect children from abuse or neglect. It was later revised in 2006 following the inquiry into Victoria Climbie’s death (Child friendly Leeds, 2015). I learnt that after the death of Victoria Climbie a real change happened in multi-agency working and more awareness about the importance of sharing information was raised. Victoria Climbie’s death according to Gasper (2010) was down to the failure of multi-agencies and professionals sharing information which could have prevented the tragedy. Brotherton et al. (2010) states that an inquiry by Lord Laming was published into the reasons surrounding Victoria’s death and there were clear failings of numerous agencies to protect her. The government produced a Green Paper Every Child Matters framework to enable different agencies to work together closely in order to protect children. This framework outlines the importance of early intervention and intervening at much earlier stages when concerned about a child or family so that they receive services at the first onset of problems. This embedded the responsibility of young people’s and children’s welfare in the hands of all services working with children and families. This has highlighted the importance of reporting anything that is of concern about a child to the appropriate professional so that early intervention can happen if needed to support and protect the child and family (Every Child Matters, 2003).  
This whole experience of a child protection discussion has extended my knowledge and understanding about what happens in a child protection conference and also about other professionals who work closely with the child and family. It was interesting to learn about different roles in child protection which included the social worker, key worker and team around the family support worker. When we had each carried out our research for our individual roles and brought it together it was interesting to see how each of us found out different information about the children and family. It has shown me how important information sharing is and how different professionals will see different things that can be brought together to create a child protection plan for the child and ways in which to support the parents. This has given me more confidence in being able to share information with professionals and other staff members about anything that is of concern about a child. 
The team around the child has shown to be of vital importance and according to Blatchford et al. (2007) is a supportive concept that promotes the welfare of children and provides a broadly-based supportive network to their families. Bronfenbrenner created an Ecological System that shows how the environment and people around a child can have a huge influence on every aspect of a child’s life. Through the different systems it proved that a child’s home life, peers and the community can have a big contributing impact to a child’s development and well-being. Parents are shown to be central in a child’s life, therefore highlighting the importance of supporting parents and considering the child’s best interests (Psychology Notes, 2013). This shows the importance of multi-agency working to support the child and parents and the positive impact it can have on a child’s well-being and development. This highlighted the fact that throughout the discussion research each professional thought about ways in which to support the mother, enabling her to get the support she needed to be able to look after herself and the children. This also proves how we must support parents to help promote a positive environment and home life for the child. 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) was something I had never heard about before and showed how much negative impacts at home can affect children for the rest of their lives. ACES are these negative impacts and environments in which some children can live in such as drug and alcohol abuse, prison, depression and domestic violence. It was shocking to learn that children who have stress-filled lives are more likely to develop cancer, heart disease and other health and social problems throughout their adult lives. This has opened my eyes to how vital early intervention is for children who are suffering and the difference we can make to their lives by providing support to the parents and talking to the children. This will help to reduce the number of ACES children experience in their lives, promoting better health and development for when they become adults (Adverse Childhood Experiences, 2017). This also made me think about Maslow’s theory and his Hierarchy of Needs model which suggests that children whose basic needs are not met will experience high levels of stress and anxieties. Children who are suffering abuse or being neglected will not be able to progress up the model to achieve or feel love, belonging, esteem and self-actualization (Harper et al. 2003). 
Schools play an essential part in protecting children from abuse as practitioners are in regular contact with children and are in a strong position to recognise signs of abuse or neglect (NSPCC, 2018). I now have a full understanding of how important child protection training is and how it helps us to recognise any signs of abuse in children. It has enabled me to feel more confident in responding to any concerns about children and has helped me to identify and recognise signs of abuse. We can also refer to the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) which is available in every local safeguarding children’s board in Wales which provides child protection guidelines to follow. These are available to look at within our settings to help us undertake the correct procedures in child protection.  If I have any concerns in relation to child protection, I know that I can refer to the procedures and know what to do when reporting any signs of abuse or neglect. The UNCRC Article 19 also states that we as professionals have a duty to ensure children are cared for properly and protected from violence, abuse and neglect by their parents or guardians (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). According to Collins and Foley (2008) some practitioners may still feel uncomfortable about raising child protection concerns as they are worried that reporting a bruise or mark on a child may be due to an incident that is completely harmless or that raising an issue is a violation of a family’s privacy. However, if we follow the set child protection procedures we will ensure that we are safeguarding children appropriately and in accordance to the settings framework, enabling us to feel more confident about speaking out about concerns. The NSPCC (2018) states that if we are ever unsure about any signs of abuse, keeping a diary and regular observation on the child will help to highlight any patterns or changes in behaviour or any unknown marks that have appeared on a child. This would be a record and evidence if further action was to be taken. 
The importance of the child having a voice is another aspect of safeguarding that I have thought about more. Talking to children about how they are feeling and involving them in decisions being made about them. The UNCRC Article 12 states how children should be involved in decisions being made about them and have their opinions considered (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). This according to Whitney (2004) is in accordance with the Children Act 1989 which ensures that children have a right to say how they feel and be involved in decisions but regarding their age and understanding. The Children Act 2004 established a Children’s Commissioner to give children a voice and someone to represent them. The Children’s Commissioner Wales is Sally Holland and it was interesting to learn about what she does for all the children in Wales. She supports children’s rights and listens and talks to children about what is important to them. She speaks up for children and young people in Wales about important issues (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2018).  The Reggio Emilia Approach is a framework that also considers the voice of the child through their one hundred languages of children recognition which believes that all children are competent thinkers and learners (Reggio Emilia, No Date). 
To conclude, I have found this process to be very valuable and it has enhanced my skills for future practice within the early years. I will ensure that I continue to promote the safety and welfare of children by following child protection procedures and to remember to follow guidelines if ever unsure about reporting any signs of abuse. From having the first-hand experience of playing the role of the Health Visitor it has given me a more thorough understanding about the importance of supporting a child and the family and how working together with other professionals can draw together a plan to produce the best support and outcomes for the family.  
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