The Welsh Language and Education in the Interwar Years
Prior to the First World War there were more people speaking Welsh than at any other time but in the years following the situation deteriorated as the economy collapsed and politics changed. With the death of Owen M. Edwards in 1920 there was a lack of educational vision, particularly in relation to Welsh-medium education. Control was now firmly in the hands of the local education authorities. Yr Herald Cymraeg and Y Cymro
 claimed that they were failing to promote a greater role for the Welsh language in schools. Despite this claim the minute books of the educational administrators in Carmarthenshire do not suggest that they were against the use of the Welsh language in education. In fact they seem to show a degree of sympathy with the cause – however it might have been different within individual schools. One of the main problems was the shortage of money and the number of teaching books available.
The 1921 census showed a dramatic decline in the number of Welsh speakers with only 39% able to speak Welsh. This percentage dropped even further by 1931 but there were still industrial areas in the south west with a high but falling population able to speak Welsh:
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However there were a number of organisations beginning to emerge which were to have an important influence on the future of the Welsh language. In 1922, Ifan ab Owen Edwards established Urdd Gobaith Cymru (Welsh Youth Movement) which combined patriotism with Christian and moral ideas. It offered a range of exciting opportunities in the Welsh language for children and young people, including eisteddfodau, competitions, camps and its own journal. Within a decade membership reached 50,000.
 In 1925 Plaid Genedlaethol Cymru was formed and one of its aims was to make Welsh the official language and the obligatory medium in business and government administration. They also wanted to see Welsh as the medium of instruction from primary right through to university level.
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