Evidence-based policing and decision-making 

This essay will explain and identify the three key ethical issues of surveillance that includes hot spots, community policing and stop and search that the police may encounter when applying evidence-based police approaches. 
The code of ethics features ethical principles of policing includes courage is ability to make judgements, communicate them and take responsibility and resist action that might damage the professional reputation.  Furthermore, showing respect and empathy are the qualities of supporting, hearing and comprehending the opinions of others as well as attempting to identify and address any emotional, mental or physical difficulties that anyone may encounter. Lastly, serving the public, building confidence and trust among the citizens and taking delight in offering outstanding services (college of policing, 2024). 
The provision of suitable training, status, pay, reward, equipment, and management support is crucial for police staff to perform their work at the highest professional level.  Under, the police conduct regulations are for the police to know how to behave and what is acceptable and unacceptable through human rights and code of police ethics. A violation of the code of ethics can result in misconduct or need to take a formal action. However, when applying the standards of professional behaviour in a decision making or disciplinary meeting or hearing, it must be done in an unbiased, acceptable, transparent, impartial and equitable way (local government, 2008). 
The national decision model is applicable in both spontaneous situations and planned events, whether involving an individual or a team, in both passive and active scenarios. While intervening, the NDM can assist in comprehending the events and their causes. The NDM consists of six key components: ethics in policing and professional behavior, gathering information and data, evaluating threats and risks and devising appropriate strategies, interpreting authority and laws, evaluating options and alternatives, implementing actions and evaluating outcomes. Every one of these factors plays a role in decision-making, which should be assessed as feedback to determine what worked and what did not for upcoming lessons, and to ask questions (Avon and Somerset police, no date).
CCTV surveillance is crucial for security throughout the United Kingdom. It was previously used to make safety inspections more efficient, safeguard vacant properties, and track movements. Security solutions have become increasingly diverse due to technological advances. Automated triggers have the capability to immediately activate a security response. Traffic cameras can capture real-time footage of accidents, reckless driving, or speeding violations. Motion capture technology can recognize typical walking patterns, congested areas, and peak trading times for managers to effectively schedule their staff (clear way, no date). 
The issue of ethics in surveillance pertains to the infringement of individuals' right to privacy. Surveillance in public areas includes train stations, traffic lights, store entrances, public spaces, and streets. It is systematic surveillance carried out by the government, corporations, or individuals. It serves as a tool for preventing crime by recording evidence through CCTV cameras Eufy, 2024), but it raises concerns about public privacy due to potential misuse of data that can be used not related to security or law enforcement, violating privacy as some cameras are placed in critical locations or without consent, mistreatment as CCTV system can be used for harassment, discrimination and spying (InstallersPH IT solutions, no date). 
Nonetheless, the aim of the surveillance camera code of practice is to guarantee that individuals and communities feel assured that surveillance cameras are used to safeguard and assist them, not to monitor them. If monitoring in specific places serves a legal and required purpose, it should be considered permission-based surveillance, with the community providing informed permission rather than the operator assuming permission. (Home Office, 2013). 
Surveillance cameras (CCTV) are currently used extensively in modern crime prevention worldwide. Seen as the globalization of CCTV monitoring, there has been a related increase in research on its impact on crime across the countries through systematic review and meta-analytic techniques as focus on new surveillance technologies (Thomas A, 2021). 
Using CCTV can help police patrol the hot spots through monitoring the real-time communication between the operator monitoring the CCTV and police officer that allows them to respond quickly and helps to decrease the crime activity in the area. The direct connection between police officers and CCTV operators is improved by acting before serious crimes take place. (Gerell M, 2016). 
Body worn cameras were developed to promote transparency and aid in the detection of crime by both the public and law enforcement. The ethical concerns of Body-Worn Cameras (BWV) involve recording interactions with the public that individuals may perceive as an invasion of their personal privacy (London policing ethic panel, 2016). This includes instances where police officers do not disclose that they are being recorded, using cameras in private homes, or recording sensitive situations like interventions with domestic violence or sexual assault victims. Moreover, it is important to recognize that vulnerable individuals, such as victims, children, and those with health issues, should not be documented in every situation. Interventions without criminal implications may not require documentation (Saga Journals, 2023). 
The police officer has failed to be transparent with public. The Met police officer neglected to record six thousand instances with body-worn cameras during stop and search, as they were used three times as much on black individuals compared to white individuals (Vickers N, 2023). 
Automatic number plate recognition helps in identifying, preventing and interrupting criminal behaviors across various levels of law enforcement. This involves criminals, organized crime groups and terrorist on the move that travel on road to escape being caught.  ANPR camera is very effective as it can check quickly the records or location of vehicles of interest to people that are searching for any criminal activities.  The data of ANPR is collected and kept for a year as currently ANPR system reads sixty-millions of records every day (police, no date). 
The ethical consideration of ANPR is privacy as the camera can monitor and keep sensitive information of people’s movements and activities. Next, the misuse of data can be at risk of losing data, hacking, using information irrelevant to law enforcement or safety. Lasty, there is not enough transparency and accountability as there is not enough control or restrictions over ANPR cameras, which raises concerns about responsibility and possible power abuse (Parker W, 2024). 
According to City of London Police (2024) the effective ANPR operation has helped to locate the vehicles that had been involved in criminal activities which led to five arrests, thirteen traffic tickets and eight vehicle seizes. This shows that the ANPR is crucial to identifying various offenses, such as uninsured or stolen vehicles, wanted people for arrest or missing and witnesses.
In conclusion the ethical consideration of surveillance, body worn cameras and automatic number plate recognition have been identified and explain when police may use evidence-based policing. 
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