Roads Policing Advanced Learning
The role of constable, no matter what ‘denomination’ (general practitioner or specialist) has developed significantly since the inception of the ‘New Police’ in 1829.  Whilst the British Model of policing, predicated upon an arguably idealised view of it’s foundational ‘Peelian Principles’ can seem uneasy within its contemporary situation, it remains compatible with the idea/s of human rights, procedural justice and legitimacy. We are policed through our consent; the idea being that we live by the rules of society and, in return, receive its protections. In order to carry out their ‘Peelian’ function effectively police officers require the trust, respect and assistance of the public they serve. 
Every officer should stay abreast of, indeed increase their professional and theoretical knowledge and understanding. Student officers must engage with the advanced learning as stipulated in the educational framework. This means using all available educational means and opportunities to expand your professional knowledge and experience. This requires time and effort but pays the dividends of greater understanding and confidence in your role/s. 
Roads Policing, ever a ‘specialist’ area, has been prescribed as a key professional area of policing. Just about every member of society makes use of the roads network (motorists, passengers, pedestrians…) and are regulated by laws, signs, lights etc. Policing the roads, in its general sense, is arguably the biggest interface between police officers and the public; how it is done can have a significant effect upon trust and respect. As such a roads policing constable must possess the specialist knowledge, skills and professionalism required by the role. 
The knowledge, skills and abilities required by a roads policing officer include the following: evidence-based policing; decision-making and discretion; criminology and crime prevention; pro-active approaches to vulnerability, risk and public protection; supporting victims and witnesses of crime; wellbeing and resilience. Roads policing is not limited to policing of the roads and should be considered (like digital policing) as a key, interdependent, area of the modern policing responsibility. 
The advanced learning outcomes as stated in the PEQF curriculum are broadly covered in the ‘Roads Policing’ ppt. That said, it should be understood that ‘Advanced Learning’, in its true sense, includes all the specialist ‘nuts and bolts’ knowledge to be gleaned from higher level driving and specialist traffic officers courses, as well as experience gained over time. Equally, if not more, importantly, it also includes an holistic, wider (strategic if you like) and profound understanding of policing within its contemporary complexity (i.e. where roads policing sits, what it can do and how and why it can/should be applied). 
Seek out and read appropriate sources: books, policy papers, journal articles on road safety, the strategic roads network, young drivers etc., as well as the abundant roads policing information available on the CoP website. Roads Policing is not just about policing the roads!




