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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

This essay is going to discuss a public order incident during which I played a significant role in arresting the suspect, providing support to the victim and attending court to give evidence on their behalf.  Whilst there were no issues in relation to culture, ethnicity or language barriers the victim and witness involved in the incident were two females in a lesbian relationship, however homophobia did not appear to be a relevant factor during the incident, and it was therefore not treated as a hate crime.  The essay will discuss social and legislative contexts around knife crime and anti-social behaviour and evaluate different approaches in providing support to people at risk of harm and what can be done to tackle repeat victimisation and offending.

The incident in question involved a female who had been threatened with a knife by another female in the street outside her own home.  The victim had been standing on her doorstep with her partner waiting for an ambulance for her niece when the suspect arrived in a taxi to attend at the property next door.  The victim had a long standing history of anti-social behaviour involving the residents of the neighbouring property and the persons who frequently visited at all hours of the day and night.  On this occasion the suspect was drunk and banging on the neighbouring property’s door and when asked to keep the noise down due to the time of night has allegedly brandished a knife and threatened to stab the victim.  The female carrying the knife was arrested inside the neighbouring property and upon being searched was not found to be in possession of a knife so was subsequently arrested for a public order offence and found guilty at court in her absence after failing to attend her trial.  

The UK has seen a rise in crimes involving knives in recent years with knife crime in England and Wales increasing by 75% between 2013 and 2023 (The Ben Kinsella Trust, 2023).  Legislatively there are a number of offences that can be committed involving a knife, from simple possession in a public place,  using a knife to harm someone or make threats to selling a knife to someone under the age of 18.

Knife crime offences in Wales have remained lower than in other parts of the UK with the Dyfed Powys force area having the lowest rate of knife crime per 100,000 of the population (Allen and Burton, 2023).  However, in the year ending March 2022 knives were responsible for 282 homicides in the UK, the highest number since records began in 1946 (Office for National Statistics, 2023a).  Research has shown that the majority of both the victims and perpetrators of offences involving knives are young people aged between 10 and 25 years old and are males predominantly from BAME communities (Vinnakota et al., 2022).  In relation to ethnicity, it is likely that these statistics derive from the significantly higher BAME community residing in London where in 2022 research found that black Londoners were responsible for 61% of murders involving a knife and 53% of knife crime offences (London Assembly, 2022).

When looking at the gender of those committing offences with knives, research has found that males are more likely to use knives, become involved in gangs and involve themselves in violent offending in a community setting, whereas females are more likely to use a knife in a domestic setting (Brown et al., 2022).  This incident therefore, whilst falling outside of the statistical norm, formed part of broader picture from the perspective of the victim.

As previously adhered to, there had been significant issues between the victim and the tenant of the neighbouring property for some time.  This had led to many complaints to both the police and the local council in relation to noise complaints and anti-social behaviour (ASB) and I personally had attended previous calls in relation to persons attending at this property who were involved in drinking, drug taking and general nuisance behaviour.  The victim was a female who lived alone and had expressed her feelings of vulnerability in relation to the persons residing and attending at this property and the affect that their behaviour was having on her day to day life and the fear of repercussions when she made complaints.

ASB is defined as “Conduct that has caused or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to any person” (Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014) and covers a wide range of behaviours from shouting and swearing in the street to criminal damage or playing loud music.  Incidents of ASB can be difficult to quantify due to issues such as excessive noise or littering which may be reported to local authorities as opposed to the police and are often deemed a low level concern.  Nevertheless, in the year ending March 2023 police forces in England and Wales still received one million reports of incidents involving ASB (Office for National Statistics, 2023b).  Undisputedly the impact of ASB on victims, specifically repeat victims, should not be disregarded.  Research has found that repeat victims of long term ASB cannot only have a significantly impacted quality of life but also suffer from negative impacts on their physical and mental health, suffering from fear, stress, anxiety, depression and lack of sleep (Heap, 2020).  Additionally, research has been conducted into how ASB is perceived and who is more likely to experience it.  Studies found that in areas where there is a higher level of deprivation and socio-economic issues there is likely to be a higher level of ASB being carried out on a community level as opposed to individual incidents and interestingly, whilst it can be perceived that the elderly may be more likely to suffer the consequences of this behaviour, 18-34 year olds were actually found to experience a more negative impact in comparison to other age groups (Home Office, 2023a).

When looking at the perpetrators of ASB this appears to be very much dependent on the behaviour in question.  One study found that males would be more likely to perpetrate incidents involving racial or religious abuse or rude behaviour, whereas there was a far less pronounced gender distinction in incidents such as graffiti and criminal damage or neighbour complaints.  Additionally, individuals who suffer from a mental illness or alcohol and substance misuse may also be deemed anti-social if they are seen frequenting areas where ASB has previously been experienced (Begum, Johnson and Ekblom, 2009).  The perpetrator in this incident was a female in her 50’s who has suffered for a number of years with alcohol addiction and has an extensive antecedent history involving offences of drunk and disorderly and public order offences.  It should therefore also be considered what can be done to look at the wider picture in an attempt to tackle repeat offending and in turn repeat victimisation.

The government’s Anti-Social Behaviour Action Plan, updated in May 2023, vowed to treat ASB as the urgent problem that it is by promising a zero-tolerance approach by drug testing perpetrators, issuing on the spot fines, having perpetrators undertake reparative work to repair damage caused and bringing in stronger laws for landlords to deal with permanently disruptive tenants (Home Office, 2023b).  However, the Victim’s Commissioner in their 2019 report, Anti-Social Behaviour: Living a Nightmare, found that previous legislation introduced by the Home Office in 2012 in the form of ASB Case Reviews, or Community Triggers as they are more commonly referred to, were largely inaccessible to victims, had been poorly advertised or ignored and found to be generally ineffective (Victims Commissioner, 2019).  Community Triggers can be activated by victims through the police or their local authorities once the threshold of three or more incidents in a period of six months has been met.  If utilised properly Community Triggers can tackle repeat behaviours at an early stage, forcing action to be taken by identifying perpetrators whose behaviour could be addressed by early intervention and providing support to repeat victims.  However, research has found that there is a lack of ownership not only in respect of Community Triggers but, from the perspective of victims, any aspect of anti-social behaviour, leaving vulnerable victims with nowhere to turn and remaining persistently targeted (Herrera, 2019).  
Whilst Community Triggers can manage ASB in a specific area sometimes countering this behaviour is more effective on an individual level.  There are a number of remedies which can be used to target persistent offenders such as civil injunctions, dispersal notices (used to exclude individuals from specific locations for a set amount of time), criminal behaviour orders and community protection notices (Wood et al., 2022).  However, it should be acknowledged that not all ASB constitutes a crime and whilst the responsibility is shared with other partner agencies such as local authorities and social housing, perhaps educating young people as to the effects of ASB on individuals and communities through schools and colleges would assist in addressing the issue through early intervention.

Whilst the importance of tackling offenders must be acknowledged, ensuring appropriate support is provided to vulnerable victims and those at risk of becoming victims is paramount.  As defined by the College of Policing “a person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation” and the THRIVE approach is applied to identify, understand and assess levels of vulnerability, harm and risk in order to take appropriate action (College of Policing, 2023b).  However as alluded to above, not all ASB is classed as a crime and therefore this can make identifying both victims and risk more challenging.

The South Wales Police & Crime Plan 2021 – 2025 has pledged to reduce and prevent ASB by increasing the number of Police Community Support Officers to build relationships with and empower local communities, work with schools, local authorities and social housing providers and to work with and promote local Neighbourhood Watch schemes and Community Safety Partnerships (Police and Crime Commissioner, 2021a).  In research conducted by Resolve into community safety from a victim focused approach, 43% of victims stated that they would be more likely to report anti-social behaviour if there was a more visible police presence in the area, however 51% stated that they would not report it at all as they did not think anything would be done about it (Resolve, 2022) evidencing the requirement for these positive community relationships.

Whilst the Victims Code of Practice and the Police and Crime Commissioner, Supporting Victims & Witnesses strategy 2021 – 2026 sets out the fundamental responsibility that police officers have to victims of crime and documents that effective services include raising awareness of available support, consistent and accurate communication, signposting and access to support services and support through the criminal justice system (Police and Crime Commissioner, 2021b).  However, from it is clear from the above statistics that victims of ASB do not feel that they are receiving this support.
Drawing this essay to a conclusion, it is clear that whilst ASB is not always a criminal act and can sometimes be perceived as ‘not as serious’ as other crimes, it can have a significant detrimental impact not only on victims as individuals but entire communities.  From reviewing the existing research that has been conducted and existing legislation and policies, ASB is an issue which needs a multi-agency approach when it comes to tackling repeat victimisation and offending.  The offender in this incident, whilst not being your ‘typical’ perpetrator of either knife crime or anti-social behaviour, was a persistent offender with many of her crimes being as a direct result of her alcoholism and being under the influence of alcohol at the time of offending.  This evidences that working with vulnerable offenders is just as important as working with victims if repeat offending and victimisation is to be prevented.

Whilst education in relation to the carrying of knives and acting in an anti-social manner can be delivered to young people in an attempt to prevent such incidents, those perpetrators who fall outside of this age range and who are already suffering from a range of vulnerabilities such as alcohol and substance abuse also need sign posting to support services to address offending behaviour.

What is also evident from existing research is that victims do not appear to be aware of the options available to them if they are repeat victims of ASB.   Whilst the police have many risk assessment tools available to them to assist in identifying vulnerability and repeat victims, it would appear that these are not being utilised for victims of anti-social behaviour.  Whether through a lack of knowledge, understanding or communication Community Triggers are not being requested with only 12 applications for review being received in 2022 in South Wales (ASB Review Wales, 2023).  However, tackling ASB, repeat offenders and providing support to victims is not just the job of the police but of its partner agencies and in order to address all of these issues it appears that of paramount importance is improved communication and co-ordination amongst those practitioners best suited to shaping the responses and policies needed to do this successfully.

WORD COUNT – 2,189
















Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:


Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



G2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 

This essay is going to focus on roads policing and specifically an incident involving a serious fatal road traffic collision at which I was one of the first officers on scene.  It is going to critically evaluate the evidence base that was dealt with and look at strategies that have been or could be implemented to reduce the risk of such an incident reoccurring.  

The incident in question involved a motorcycle which at the time was being ridden at speed by a young male in a built up area, unfortunately resulting in a collision with a car emerging from a junction.  The young rider of the motorcycle died at the scene while the driver of the car was taken to hospital and treated for minor injuries including shock.  Initially it was thought that the motorcycle may have been stolen due to it not displaying a number plate and that may have been a contributory factor in the manner in which it was being ridden.  However, following the relevant checks being made it was found that the motorcycle was not stolen and was fully insured, taxed and had an up to date MOT.  It therefore became apparent that the tragic accident had occurred purely as a result of the motorcycle being driven without due care and attention and at excessive speed.

In an annual report compiled by the Department of Transport in 2021 it was found that in 2020, whilst motorcycles made up only 1% of vehicle traffic, they were still responsible for 20% of deaths on British roads.  Interestingly and perhaps pertinent to the incident in question, the same report also found that 40% of fatal motorcycle accidents involving other vehicles involve a car (Rabone, 2023).  Statistics also show that males make up 92% of motorcycle fatalities with those males aged between 16 and 24 making up 27% of those casualties (Department for Transport, 2021).  When looking at the common causes of motorcycle accidents, within the top six were collisions at junctions, speeding and loss of control and with 70% of these accidents occurring on motorways or urban roads (Off Your Bike, 2023) consideration needs to be given as to what, if any, measures are in place to prevent these accidents from occurring.

In 2014 the Association of Chief Police Officers produced their Motorcycle Safety Strategy 2014 – 2018, the aim of which was to reduce the number of injuries and fatalities experienced by motorcyclists.  At the heart of the strategy was education and training specific to motorcycle users as opposed to generic courses aimed at all road users. The aim of this was to focus on reforming error and inexperience and reserving prosecution for extreme or repeat offenders (ACPO, 2013).

Whilst the above strategy focused primarily on motorcycle users on the roads, the National Police Chiefs’ Council, National Roads Policing Strategy 2022 – 2025 is aimed at all road users and stakeholders with a role in road safety.  The four pillared approach to ‘Policing Our Roads Together’ looks at preventing harm and saving lives; changing minds, for example, in respect of attitudes towards speeding and its acceptability; tackling crime, not only in relation to driving offences but also in respect of disrupting those who plan and commission their crimes through the facilitation of road networks, and driving technology and innovation (NPCC, 2022).  

New technology in the forms of e-bikes and e-scooters has presented policing roads in the UK with a new set of challenges.  The danger to the public due to the speed and silent nature of these vehicles is in itself of great concern.  However, the young ages from which these can be ridden, without the need for a licence or a protective helmet, is seeing a rise in the number of these vehicles being used on British roads and is proving an increased pressure on the police in England and Wales (POLFED, 2023).  In the year ending June 2022 e-scooters were involved in approximately 1,349 collisions, a significant rise from the 978 in the previous 12 months and 12 of which resulted in fatalities (Department for Transport, 2022a).  However, whilst there is clearly a cause for concern in relation to safety, the manner in which these vehicles are being ridden and the risks they pose, there are equally significant concerns in relation to the increased use of e-scooters and e-bikes in the commission of a range of crimes and anti-social behaviour offences.  A number of forces throughout the UK have reported that e-bikes and e-scooters are not only increasingly being stolen but also being exploited by criminals and being used to aid criminality.  This has led to the government’s Defence and Security Accelerator (DASA) department to research and aim to identify new concepts that can assist the police in preventing e-bikes and e-scooters from being used in offences from a technological perspective.  DASA are looking at ways in which technology can be used to stop or render these vehicles immobile remotely, thereby negating the requirement for a police pursuit (DASA, 2021).

Road traffic accidents as a result of police pursuits is a topic which has been particularly prominent for South Wales Police in the media recently following the deaths of two young boys on an e-bike in Cardiff.  The IOPC is investigating the incident after it was alleged that officers were pursuing  the e-bike shortly before it was involved in a collision which resulted in the deaths of the two boys.  In its annual report on deaths following police contact in 2022 to 2023, the IOPC found that of the 18 incidents as a result of police pursuit, there were 20 fatalities (IOPC, 2023).  The incident in Cardiff therefore not only reiterates the dangers around e-bikes and e-scooters but that young males driving or riding at speed are putting themselves and others at great risk of seriously harming or killing themselves and/or others.

Whilst drivers are ultimately responsible for the speeds at which they drive, managing speed through a range of education, engineering and enforcement measures is essential to deter people from speeding.  By enforcing and implementing a greater range of sanctions against those who break road traffic regulations and laws, together with a criminal justice system who is seen to deal with those people robustly, a greater level of compliance should be seen by road users as a result. 

Whilst the speed limits on trunk roads is determined by The Highways Agency, local traffic authorities set speed limits in conjunction with the economic needs and conditions of their communities.  Although settling speed limits is an effective measure by which to manage speed in an area, these are often used alongside other traffic calming measures such as road humps, roundabouts and speed cameras.  Research has shown that speed reduction and traffic calming measures can significantly  impact not only the number of accidents but also the severity of those accidents and the injuries and fatalities sustained (Jateikiene et al., 2016).  Ironically, the incident in question was on a road where road humps had been placed to assist in reducing speed.  However, the road humps started further down the road from the location of the accident so it is not known whether these would have had the desired affect and slowed the rider down, potentially preventing the accident or at least impacting on the seriousness.

In 2022 the Welsh Government passed a law introducing a new 20mph speed limit on Welsh roads where the speed limit was previously 30mph.  This change came into effect in September 2023 and has already been piloted in several parts of the country.  The rationale for this change is reported as being not only to reduce injuries and deaths which occur as a result of speed related incidents on roads, but also to encourage changes in travel related behaviour and to reduce the negative effects on the environment as a result of vehicle use (Welsh Government, 2023).
A review of the evidence on 20mph speed limits carried out by a Consultant on Transport and Health in 2018 reported that where 20mph speed limits had been implemented there was a significant reduction in casualties and that studies in the UK have found that where there is just a 1mph reduction in speed, collisions are reduced by 6% (Davis, 2018).  However, conversely, similar research carried out by the UK government in 2018 stated that there was insufficient evidence that 20mph speed limits had resulted in any significant impact on collisions and injuries (Atkins, AECOM and Maher, 2018).  Interestingly, both reports and initial data gathered from the pilot schemes in Wales have all found that the reduction to 20mph has had no material effect on the quality of air and the review carried out by Davis (2018) actually reporting that the speed reduction has had an adverse effect.

As alluded to above, speed limits are not just considered on a national level but at local levels by those in the communities which they affect.  One such project is the Community Speed Watch (CPW) Scheme which, under the support and supervision of their local police force, enables volunteers to monitor speeds in their communities using approved devices and subsequently recording the details of any speeding vehicles (College of Policing, 2023a).  Vehicles that are recorded as exceeding the speed limits will see their registered keepers initially contacted via letter outlining the risks and potential consequences of dangerous driving.  However, persons repeatedly found to be recorded as speeding will be visited by local officers and subsequently face enforcement procedure or prosecution if repeatedly offending (Community Speedwatch UK, 2023).  This scheme reiterates the objectives set out in the aforementioned Motorcycle Safety Strategy and National Roads Policing Strategy, that education, raising awareness and early intervention are vitally important in improving road safety, nationally and locally.

When looking to the police and how they can proactively impact on speeding on the roads reference is often made to mobile or handheld enforcement cameras at designated ‘hotspots’ where vehicles are known to speed.  Research has shown that mere police presence at a location can have a positive effect on driver behaviour (Wu, Lum and Koper, 2021) however these methods, whilst they prevent the opportunity for poor driving behaviour for a short period of time, sees drivers often revert to breaking speed limits once officers have gone.  In Wales the ‘GoSafe’ camera partnership uses enforcement cameras not only to monitor vehicles exceeding the speed limit but also to detect drivers who may be using their mobile phone whilst driving or not wearing a seatbelt (GoSafe, 2023).  Proactive policing on British roads is also used to detect drivers who may be under the influence of alcohol or drugs, however, the number of roads policing officers has decreased significantly over the last ten years which as a consequence has seen a reduction in the number of motor offences which are being detected (Norbury, 2020).  

To conclude, and when considering the points raised above in relation to the road traffic accident in question, it would appear that whilst strategies can be implemented at both national and local levels and roads policed on a proactive and reactive basis, ultimately driver or rider actions can neither be pre-empted or controlled.  The road on which the accident occurred is a busy city centre main road with many pedestrians and vehicles at most hours of the day and night and numerous side streets.  It is well lit and at certain points on the road has road humps to reduce speed and a set of traffic lights with a pedestrian crossing.  However, despite all of these factors one witness stated “I’ve never seen a motorbike going so fast”.

Speed limit offences accounted for 33% of motoring offences in 2021 with 90% of persons prosecuted for speeding offences convicted and punished.  In addition, a further 1.39 million drivers undertook a speed awareness course (Department for Transport, 2022b).  These figures show the prevalence of speeding on British roads and whilst these offences are not going unpunished it would seem that prosecution does not appear to be a deterrent.

As was the focus of the Motorcycle Safety Strategy 2014 – 2018 the aim needs to be tackling error and inexperience and educating road users, especially young new drivers in relation to the risks and dangers around speeding, speed enforcement and the results of prosecutions.  The growth of using social media accounts to publicise ongoing operations and campaigns promoting roads policing has provided a far reaching platform on which to target young people and may prove beneficial in encouraging changes in behaviour and safer choices when using their vehicles.  Perhaps by reinforcing the dangers of speeding through as many platforms as possible it would be hoped that lessons can be learned and lives saved.
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Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 




















Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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