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[bookmark: _GoBack]Lewis Reginald Hughes was a student of St David’s College, Lampeter between the Autumn of 1901 and the summer of 1906, as well as being a student of Keble College, Oxford for the academic year of 1903/04, before becoming a lawyer in Aberystwyth, and a soldier in the First World War.
Born on the 16th November 1883, he was the son of Arthur Johnson Hughes,[footnoteRef:1] a Solicitor and the Town Clerk of Aberystwyth,[footnoteRef:2] and Mary Elizabeth Hughes,[footnoteRef:3] a housewife.[footnoteRef:4] Whilst their address in Aberystwyth differs depending on the document, from simply stating Aberystwyth (or Aberystwith, the spelling varies) as his town of birth,[footnoteRef:5] right down to listing a specific familial estate (Llambadarn Fawr)[footnoteRef:6] or the small village of Uchayndre which is listed as being in the parish of Aberystwyth,[footnoteRef:7] it is clear that Hughes was born in, lived in, and was memorialised in Aberystwyth.[footnoteRef:8] Despite spending much of his life at educational institutes where boarding was essential, it is evident that, during his childhood, Hughes earlier life was relatively carefree. With his father having a stable job, earning enough to care for Lewis and his two elder siblings (Florence and Herbert), as well as for two servants,[footnoteRef:9] it is believable that he had a childhood of privilege, something which is evident in the education of Hughes. [1:  Roderic Bowen Library and Archives (RBLA), St David’s College, Tutors’ Register 1899-1959 (with index), 1901, UA/A/18. 
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[image: ]Before arriving at St David’s College, Hughes attended and boarded at Bradfield College in Berkshire, with it listed as his place of residence on the 1901 Census.[footnoteRef:10] Following the completion of his study here, he matriculated from Bradfield to study in Lampeter to start in the Michaelmas term of 1901,[footnoteRef:11] recorded in the college’s register as the one thousandth and fifth student to enrol at St David’s.[footnoteRef:12] For his first two years at the college, Hughes demonstrated a high level of intelligence, earning a £30 scholarship named the Traherne Scholarship,[footnoteRef:13] and first class marks in both his Respontions, taken in June 1902, and his Mods, taken in June 1903.[footnoteRef:14] Despite his high marks in these exams, and earning a scholarship, Hughes managed to fail his January 1903 exam,[footnoteRef:15] and was sent down to Keble College, Oxford to repeat, and hopefully pass, the previous year of his study.[footnoteRef:16]  [10:  Ancestry, 1901 census, Available on: 
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Figure 1: Hughes at Oxford

During his year at Oxford, Hughes joined the First Association Football XI team, and managed to pass his repeated year.[footnoteRef:17] Whilst there is no readily available recording of such, seeing as Hughes moved from boarding at Bradfield to halls at St David’s,[footnoteRef:18] as well as his family living in west Wales, it can be assumed that Hughes also stayed in halls at Keble.  Hughes then returned to St David’s earning a third-class degree in his fourth year of study, in 1905.[footnoteRef:19] He deterred finishing, however, until the following year, finally gaining his degree in 1906.[footnoteRef:20] This great drop in academic achievement possibly correlates to the increase recorded in his alcoholic intake. When Hughes was earning first class marks in his exams, his alcoholic intake greatly differed from his final terms at St David’s, with him consuming twenty ‘gla. @ 1 ½’ when he earned a first-class mark in his Respontions,[footnoteRef:21] sat in June 1902, compared with two hundred and forty-four ‘gla. @ 1 ½’ when he earned his final mark in his final exams, sat in the Easter term of 1906.[footnoteRef:22]  [17:  Keble College, Second Lieutenant Lewis Reginald Hughes (1903), Available on: http://www.keble.ox.ac.uk/about/past/keble-and-the-great-war/roll-of-honour-1914-1918/second-lieutenant-lewis-reginald-hughes-1903 Accessed on [17/02/2018].]  [18:  Ancestry, 1901 census, Available on: 
https://www.ancestrylibraryedition.co.uk/interactive/7814/BRKRG13_1140_1142-0623?pid=1488099&backurl=https://search.ancestrylibraryedition.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?_phsrc%3DkZa23%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3Dtrue%26gss%3Dangs-g%26new%3D1%26rank%3D1%26gsfn%3Dlewis%2520reginald%2520%26gsfn_x%3D1%26gsln%3Dhughes%26gsln_x%3D1%26msypn__ftp%3DBradfield,%2520Berkshire,%2520England%26msypn%3D82082%26msbdy%3D1883%26catbucket%3Drstp%26MSAV%3D0%26uidh%3Dx2h%26pcat%3DROOT_CATEGORY%26h%3D1488099%26dbid%3D7814%26indiv%3D1%26ml_rpos%3D1&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=kZa23&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true  Accessed on [06/02/2018].
Roderic Bowen Library and Archive (RBLA), Residence lists 1900-4, 1901-04, UA/BUR/28/7.]  [19:  RBLA, St David’s College, Tutors’ Register 1899-1959 (with index), 1901, UA/A/18.]  [20:  Ibid.]  [21:  Roderic Bowen Library and Archive (RBLA), St David’s College, Beer Account Book 1888-1904, 1901-06, UA/SD/3.]  [22:  RBLA, St David’s College, Beer Account Book 1888-1904, 1901-06, UA/SD/3.] 

Following his graduation, Lewis moved back to Aberystwyth, living in Buarth Lodge,[footnoteRef:23] and emulated his father, becoming a solicitor.[footnoteRef:24]  Following the outbreak of war in late July 1914, Hughes enrolled into the 4th Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment on the 15 August 1914 as a second lieutenant,[footnoteRef:25] being posted in France on the 17th March 1915. Having seen action at Neuve Chapelle and the Battle of Auber’s Ridge,[footnoteRef:26] Hughes was fatally injured at the Battle of Festubert and,[footnoteRef:27] despite treatment at the nearby field hospital of Bethune,[footnoteRef:28] Hughes wounds were too severe and, aged 32, he died on the [image: ]19th May 1915.[footnoteRef:29] Hughes was buried at the nearby Bethune Town Cemetery in plot II.H.10,[footnoteRef:30] and his headstone bears the inscription of ‘R.I.P Jesu Mercy’,[footnoteRef:31] and the coat of arms of the North Staffordshire Regiment, which is topped by the trio of ostrich feathers and the ‘Ich Dien’ motto of the Prince of Wales.[footnoteRef:32] Any personal effects or due wages are detailed as being delivered to his father,[footnoteRef:33] including £44 7 shillings and 6 pence,[footnoteRef:34] and his three medals were applied for on his behalf by his brother in November 1919.[footnoteRef:35] He was awarded the British medal, Victory medal, and the 1915 star. [23:  Ancestry, 1911 census, Available on: 
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Figure 2: 2nd Lt. L.R. Hughes

 Lt. L.R. Hughes is recorded on two local war memorials: the Aberystwyth town War Memorial,[footnoteRef:36] and the St David’s College War Memorial.[footnoteRef:37] Hughes’ death was also recorded next to his entry in the college’s Tutor Register where it details in red ink that he was killed in action in 1915.[footnoteRef:38] Despite having only fought for two months, and died relatively early into the war, there is a great amount of detail recorded about him, both through the reproduction of primary source material, and biographies written about him by a variety of different organisations. One explanation for this is the resurgence in interest that has been seen relating to all things World War One since the turn of the twenty first century, particularly since the start of the centenary commemorations in 2014. Thankfully this means that a great deal of previously unknown information is being rediscovered, and the tales of many, many brave men are being told. One of these is the history of Second Lieutenant Lewis Reginald Hughes of the North Staffordshire Regiment and, formerly, of St David’s College.   [36:  West Wales War Memorial Project, Aberystwyth WW1 War Memorial, Available on: 
https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/ceredigion-war-memorials/aberystwyth-ww1-war-memorial/ 
Accessed on [07/02/2018].]  [37:  West Wales War Memorial Project, Lampeter (St David’s College) War Memorial, Available on: 
https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/ceredigion-war-memorials/lampeter-st-david-s-college-memorial/ 
Accessed on [07/02/2018]. ]  [38:  RBLA, St David’s College, Tutors’ Register 1899-1959 (with index), 1901, UA/A/18.] 
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