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Court and Society Character Dossier: Ptolemy Philopator 


The character of Ptolemy Philopator is that of the 19-year-old son of the current ruler of the Ptolemaic Dynasty, Ptolemy III Euergetes and his wife Berenice II. Born in 206 BC in the city of Alexandria, Ptolemy Philopator is the only male child to survive to adolescence, thus making him the heir apparent to the throne, in the unfortunate event that Ptolemy III should die. His birth and his early life in the City of Alexandria has given him close ties to the city’s elite, as well as a respect and understanding for the commercial trade that flows through the city.  His relationship with the rest of his family is interesting to note, in that his mother Berenice II is supportive of ambitions but worries that he is too young to rule effectively, which causes great tension between the two.  He has a close relationship with his two sisters; his older sister Arsinoe and his younger sister Berenice, but this relationship is strained because of the possibility of that the two could be used as potential challenges to his claim to the throne. Their marriages could lead to potential rivals through their husbands or their future children.   
Ptolemy Philopator political prowess and martial abilities leave much to be desired in certain areas. His youth and lifestyle have caused many to be critical of his ability to effectively govern when his time comes. He has taken little interest in direct management in the affairs of the state, instead, coming to rely on advisors already present in his father’s court. The martial abilities of the young Ptolemy are fairly effective, as he has inherited his father’s understanding of military matters and learned the uses of battlefield tactics form his father. However, Ptolemy Philopator has not inherited his father’s reliance on effective preparation and logistics, the young Ptolemy has spent more time on the study of battles rather than large scale campaigns.
The young Ptolemy holds special interest in scholars and religious activities, as he spends many hours reading the great literary works of the age. Ptolemy enjoys the company of intellectuals and playwrights and spends many hours at symposiums discussing many areas of literature and scientific interests. This love of symposiums and literary work has led to Ptolemy developing a reverence for the god Dionysus; this is further enforced by his families claimed connections to the god. This reverence has also led to the young Ptolemy developing a respect for religious aspects of society, however, his close association to Dionysus has led to his lifestyle becoming somewhat hedonistic, which presents a concern for the members of his family and court. 
The character of Ptolemy Philopator is based on the real Ptolemy IV, who used the Epithet Philopator which translated means Father-loving. Ptolemy IV was born to Ptolemy III and his wife Berenice II on which the character of Ptolemy Philopator’s parentage is based; this parentage is provided by Polybius in his work the Histories [footnoteRef:1]. Unlike the real Ptolemy IV, the character of Ptolemy Philopator has no male sibling, simply for the fact that there is no second individual playing a male character within the Ptolemaic court. The character’s place of birth has been provided as that of the city of Alexandria, the reason for this is that it was the capital of Ptolemaic Egypt. Alexandria was also a great trading point for the Ptolemais and was their attempt to create a Greek city in Egypt with a great library that attracted scholars from all over the Greek world [footnoteRef:2]. This placement of the character’s upbringing ties both into the character’s interest into finances and the scholarly arts, as someone of the elite classes such as Ptolemy Philopator, raised in the city would have taken advantage of.  [1:  Plb. 2.71.2]  [2:  Evans 2008: 128 ] 

The strained relationship with his family is based on the real Ptolemy IV’s difficulties with his own family. The strained relationship between Ptolemy Philopator and his mother Berenice II is based on the fact that when Ptolemy IV ascended to the throne he had his mother murdered because of her support for his younger brother Magas[footnoteRef:3].  The relationship between the character and his sisters is again based on the Ptolemy IV with one notable exception. The character of Berenice, sister to Ptolemy Philopator, does not exist in the historical context as she died in approximately 238 BC. The relationship and the political concern over the marriages of his sisters is based in tht historical context.  Ptolemy IV married his own sister to ensure that she could not be used as a political tool against him and to secure his legitimacy and follow the precedent of Ptolemy II[footnoteRef:4].    [3:  Errington. 2014: 166]  [4:  Hazzard. 2000: 118] 

The character’s lack in political interests is established form the fact that Ptolemy IV proved to be uninterested in the affairs of state, on the whole, and left much of the actual governing to his advisors. This is seen in Strabo’s account on Ptolemaic Egypt where he states that Ptolemy IV was corrupted by leisure and left the majority of governing to his ministers [footnoteRef:5]. The martial side of Ptolemy Philopator is based on the fact that Ptolemy IV successfully commanded his forces at the Battle of Raphia, which secured his northern border for the remainder of his reign showing his skill in battlefield tactics [footnoteRef:6]. The lack of interest in preparation and logistics is based on the fact that when Antiochus III invaded it was Ptolemy IV’s ministers that prepared Egypt for war whilst the King took little interest [footnoteRef:7]. The character’s connection to Dionysus and love of symposiums is based on the fact that Ptolemy IV strongly connected himself to the god Dionysus because his father Ptolemy III declared that they were descended from the god. Ptolemy IV also set up decrees around Dionysus’ cults and Ptolemy IV was compared to Dionysus by members of the court[footnoteRef:8]. This connection to Dionysus and apparent corruption by leisure is also why the character of Ptolemy Philopator is link to the hedonistic lifestyle of the real Ptolemy IV. [5:  Strab. 17.1.11]  [6:  Fischer-Bovet. 2014. 87-88 ]  [7:  Plb. 5.63]  [8:  Hazzard 2000: 115-116] 







[bookmark: _GoBack]
Bibliography

Ancient Sources 
Polybius, Histories http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0234%3Abook%3D2%3Achapter%3D71
Strabo, Geography http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0239%3Abook%3D17%3Achapter%3D1%3Asection%3D11
Modern Scholarship 
Errington, R. M. 2014. A History of the Hellenistic World 223-30 BC. United Kingdom, Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 
Fischer-Bovet, C. 2014. Army and Society in Ptolemaic Egypt. United Kingdom, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Hazzard, R. A. 2000.  Imagination of A Monarchy: Studies in Ptolemaic Propaganda. Canada, Toronto: University of Toronto Press 
Seidlmayer, S. J. 2006. Edfu. http://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/brill-s-new-pauly/edfu-e326220?s.num=0&s.f.s2_parent=s.f.book.brill-s-new-pauly&s.q=temple+of+edfu 
Evans, J. A. E. 2008. Daily Life in the Hellenistic Age. Form Alexander to Cleopatra. United Kingdom, London: Greenwood Press. 
4 | Page

