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Impact of Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis London


Introduction   
[bookmark: _Hlk39679706]This study explores the effect the Virtual Learning Experience has on the student learning experience. In this study, we will find out if Moodle ‘s usage has an impact on studying students at the University of Wales Saint David in London campus. In order to establish the effect of utilizing the university’s VLE(Moodle) on learning, the present study gathered data with the help of a questionnaire, from a sample of 20 students, from the second term, following a level 4 course in Health and Social Care. The study was focus on three research questions that investigate: whether the use of Moodle has a positive effect on student performance, whether Moodle’s use in learning helps improve independent thinking, and whether Moodle’s use for thinking improves student enthusiasm for learning. The findings which are statistically significant indicate that the students’ usage of Moodle increases the performance of the students. 

Background    
According to Moodle developers “Moodle is an Open Source Course Management System (CMS) also recognized as a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)”. Moodle is an incredibly helpful and successful E-learning tool. It is used by several institutes as their platform. Moodle helps educators to use one efficient device to monitor and maintain all aspects of course content and distribution (Brooks-Young,2008). Empirical proof suggests that the usage of a Virtual Learning Experience (VLE) has been improved student performance, facilitated material and autonomous research delivery, and strengthened student passion for training (JISC, 2008).
An analysis of the literature describes the creation of VLEs to promote learning. This begins with broadly optimistic and then negative impacts of using VLE accompanied by an analysis of different impacts of VLEs on self-learning.
 Positive impacts of VLEs
Downing and Chim (2004) analyzed data related to the usage of an online debate platform at the City University of Hong Kong during the first-semester psychology course in a study performed in a higher education background on VLE usage. Their results indicate that in online chat introverts behave much like extraverts and are more involved in the online conversation than in school one.
A further study made by Roger (2004) confirms Downing and Chim’s results. Roger analyzed the effect of Web CT on the student from history university. He wanted to determine if educational technology would enhance learning experience.79% of students believed that learning by VLE had a significant effect on studying and that they learned more, but 28% of students have shown a preference for conventional methods of teaching.
Ofsted looked at VLE’s growth in a number of educational settings throughout 2008. Ofsted inspected 41 facilities including 18 universities, six elementary schools, and two high schools. Officials considered the idea of VLEs to be fairly recent in all environments. Universities allowed the most use of it, while the primary school did the least. More than three-fourth of the VLEs analyzed had good characteristics, however, the usage of topics and institutional distribution remain variable (Ofsted, 2009). Interactive resources such as blogs and other chat platforms have been made less use of. Success in the usage of VLE tended to be related to an individual teacher’s passion for utilizing technology (Ofsted,2009). Ofsted suggested utilizing VLEs as a consent to the research to enhance understanding and should not be used simply as storage. In the same year, Means at al (2009) published an overview of the online schooling study for the U.S. Department of Education. The final result showed that students doing online courses gained more that students traditionally doing courses.
In conclusion, VLEs have a variety of positive impacts such as: encourage reflection, increase motivation and trust, enhance preparation to know, meet student’s expectations, and increase success in course evaluation.

Negative impacts of VLEs
Robertson and Klotz (2002) conclude that the resources and advantages of organized discussion and sense of collective meaning created in a typical classroom on-location settings are missing for students in an online learning world.
A JISC (2007) survey performed for the study of the higher education leaners analyzed the learner perspective. The study suggests that VLEs are mostly used not for active learning but for passive.
Finally, on two-final year undergraduate courses, Demian and Morrice (2012) published an overview of the HE student academic results. The VLE has no effect on academic success for one, however, for the others, its accomplishment has moderate influence.

Aims and objectives   
[bookmark: _Hlk39700055][bookmark: _Hlk39699876]The work goal to be carried out would be to understand and get insight into whether students are finding that the usage of Moodle has a  beneficial effect on their success as a student if using Moodle helps improve autonomous thinking, and if using Moodle for studying improves the desire of students to study. The method which will be used is a questionnaire that I have developed and will send out to other students in my university and analyze data that I can obtain from it.

Method   
Quantitative research was performed in the word questionnaire format. The questions are arranged and organized around the three issues of the study questions (see appendix 1).20 students from term 2, at Health and Social Care Course, group 3 were asked to complete the survey. The study was funded by student email, and the student was expected to complete it on their own time. 
It has posed three academic concerns:
Q1. Does the use of Moodle have a positive impact on your effectiveness as a student?
Q2. Does the use of Moodle in learning help develop student independent learning?
Q3. Does the use of Moodle for learning increased student’s motivation to learn?  
The questionnaire consisted of two parts. The first part, which included questions 1 to 4, used closed, multiple-choice questions that questioned the respondents regarding using Moodle. The second part, which included questions 5 to 7 asked closely posed questions relevant to the topics of the three Qs.  The answers to the questionnaire were confidential and were told to the students before finishing the study. The study was available for one week to complete and the participants were encouraged to fill out the survey, to ensure significantly large sample to be collected.

[bookmark: _Hlk39768210]Results   
[bookmark: _Hlk39828903]The first question of my questionnaire was about the range of age. 

	                             Figure 1




[bookmark: _Hlk39828979]The second question was about the type of device used to access Moodle. 
  
                                                               Figure 2
[bookmark: _Hlk39829092]The third question was about how often they access Moodle. 
     
                                                                Figure 3  


[bookmark: _Hlk39829173]The fourth question was about their experience using Moodle.                                                                                                        

                                                                       Figure 4
The fifth question was about if Moodle positively impacts student efficiency. 
    
                                                                 Figure 5                                                        
[bookmark: _Hlk39829293]The sixth question was about if Moodle in learning helps to improve independent thinking among students. 

                                                                 Figure 6
[bookmark: _Hlk39829336]The last question of my questionnaire was about if Moodle may help increase the enthusiasm for learning for students. 

                                                                  Figure 7



Discussion   
The results of this research contribute to understanding of the use of Moodle can help students in their learning.
12 useable questionnaires were completed over the one week, reflecting an answer rate of 60% from a group of 20-second term students. For those who replied, 100% had a good experience in using Moodle (Figure 4). With regard to how frequently the Moodle is used, 50% of respondents access Moodle weekly, 42% of respondents access Moodle frequently(daily) and a small figure of 8% did access Moodle rarely (Figure 3). Figure 2 is a histogram showing which kind of device respondents use to access Moodle, 58% of respondents use a laptop to access Moodle and 42% of respondents use the phone to access Moodle. 
The next three questions are associated with the usage of Moodle for learning students.  From figure 5, that is a pie chart, we can see that majority of 83% of respondents agreed with the fact that Moodle had a beneficial impact on their student performance and a small figure of 17% disagree with that. With the regard to the use of Moodle in learning, helping to develop autonomous thinking (Figure 6) and to the use of Moodle helping to increase enthusiasm for learning (Figure 7), we can see that 67% of respondents agreed and 33% of respondents neither agreed or disagreed. We can deduct that Moodle’s usage is a significant factor influencing student results.  
The research published in the literature suggests that the usage of VLE facilitates individual study with the ability to practice informally at a period, location, and duration that fits the learner, allowing students with the flexibility to adapt the function of the course to busy lives(JISC, 2007). The study of the literature provides proof for using a VLE enhances the desire of students to study, encourage collaboration and collective learning through the use of online discussion, talk and email and promote direct participation (JISC,2009b).


Conclusion
The research showed that utilizing Moodle has a strong influence on learning for students, through their desire to read, improving their academic learning, and making a significant impact on their school effectiveness. This research has drawbacks because of the time available and also because of the limited number of students the questionnaire was sent to.
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Appendix 2 
	Range of age
	Responses

	20-35
	5

	35-45
	3

	45-60
	4

	
	12



	What type of device do you use to access Moodle?
	Responses

	Phone
	5

	Laptop
	7

	ipad/tablet
	0

	
	12

	
	

	How often do you access Moodle?
	Responses

	Frequently
	5

	weekly
	6

	Rarely
	1

	
	12

	
	

	Overall, how is your experience using Moodle?
	Responses

	Poor
	0

	Good
	12

	Excellent
	0

	
	12

	

	

	Does the use of Moodle have a positive impact on your effectiveness as a student?
	                        Responses

	Agree
	10

	Disagree
	0

	Neither
	2

	
	12

	
	

	Does the use of Moodle in learning help develop student independent learning?
	                   Responses

	Agree
	8

	Disagree
	0

	Neither
	4

	
	

	
	


	Does the use of Moodle for learning help increase student's motivation to learn?
	                 Responses

	
	

	Agree 
	8

	Disagree 
	0

	Neither
	4

	
	12





How is your experience using Moodle?

Responses	Poor	Good	Excellent	0	12	0	


Does Moodle has a positive impact on your effectiveness as a student?

Responses	
Agree	Disagree	Neither	10	0	2	

Does Moodle help increase student's motivation to learn? 

Responses	agree 	disagree 	neither	8	0	4	


What is your range age?


20-35	35-45	45-60	5	3	4	

What type of device you use to access Moodle?

Responses	Phone	Laptop	ipad/tablet	5	7	0	


How often do you access Moodle?

Responses	Frequently	weekly	Rarely	5	6	1	
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Does Moodle in learning help develop student independent learning?
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Impact of Moodle on students learning in UWTSD London Campus
Questionnaire

1 am conducting a survey about the impact of Moodle on students leaming in
University of Wales Trinity Saint David for London Campus.

Therefore, | would appreciate, if as many people as possible, would care to respond
atmy questionnaire, willonly take a few minutes

1. Whatis your age range?
3 2035
b 3545
o 4560
2. What type of device you use to access Moodle?
2 Phone
b Laptop
©) | padiablet
3. How often do you access Moodie?
a) Frequenty (daly)
b) Weekly
©) Rarely
d) Never
4. Overall, how is your experience using Moodle?
a) Poor
b) Good

©) Excellent
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5. Does the use of Moodle have a positive impact on your effectiveness as a
student?

a) Agree
b) Disagree
©) Neither

6. Does the use of Moodie in leaming help develop student independent
learning?

a) Agree
b) Disagree
©) Neither

7. Does the use of Moodle for learning Increased students motivation to learn?
a) Agree
b) Disagree

©) Neither.




