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Assignment 2

In finding these archival sources, it was necessary to visit the website of the National Archives and from there utilise their search engine software ‘Discovery’. Inputting a simple phrase such as ‘Edward Black Prince’ brought back more than five hundred entries from all periods, and they included data touching upon the three words in the original phrase; many of these records were nothing to do with the primary object of the search, namely Edward the Black Prince (1330-76), and so the search was refined by use of the date filters. Nothing before the fourteenth century would be relevant and, for the purpose of extracting archives directly pertinent to and created during (or just after) the life of the Black Prince, little following the fourteenth century.

Realising that perhaps not everything is registered on the National Archives database, I tried searching a few other databases such as the British Library. The purpose of the exercise being restricted, concentration was placed on items that exactly met the criteria required, but for more wide-ranging projects then searches would be made for items or people known to be connected with the subject in the hope that something may be found that throws light on the topic.

A similar initial process was employed for the search on Warwick Castle, although here the search was for documents pertaining to the use or development of the castle, and so dates were employed to search over a longer period; this ended, for this exercise, in 1499.

Direct references to the manuscripts are included in the brief description of each document.

Part 1: Edward the Black Prince

Canterbury


Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library



CCA-DCc-ChAnt: Dean and Chapter Archive, Chartae Antiquae C, piece 145

CCA-DCc-ChAnt/C/145. Inspeximus recited by the prince for the foundation of two chantries at Canterbury Cathedral in recognition of the dispensation granted for his marriage to his kinswoman Joan, countess of Kent, which took place on 10 October 1361 at Windsor. Dated 4 Aug 1363.

Canterbury


Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library



CCA-DCc-ChAnt: Dean and Chapter Archive, Chartae Antiquae F, piece 49A

CCA-DCc-ChAnt/F/49A. Grant from the prince to the prior and convent of Canterbury Cathedral Priory of the manor of Vauxhall and land in Lambeth. Further evidence of the prince’s largesse towards Canterbury Cathedral. Dated 1 Sep 1362.

Canterbury


Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library



CCA-DCc-ChAnt: Dean and Chapter Archive, Chartae Antiquae S, piece 451

CCA-DCc-ChAnt/S/451. Undated copy of a writ issued by King Edward III in the mid-fourteenth century from an original dated 12 Oct 1340 at Andover, Hampshire. Edward ‘the king’s dearest son’ is a witness. Could be used as possible evidence of where the prince was at this time.

Chester


Cheshire Archives and Local Studies



ZC - Chester City Council Records




ZCH - Charters, Writs of Privilege and Grants of Arms


1-43: Charters and Writs of Privilege, piece 17

ZCH/17. Letters Patent by Edward as prince of Wales, duke of Cornwall and earl of Chester, commanding that the Fee Farm rent of one hundred pounds be paid annually to Richard, earl of Arundel. It was given at London, an indication of the prince’s whereabouts at this time. A small seal of arms is attached. Dated 11 Nov 25 Edw III (1351).

London


The National Archives



SC - Records of various departments (Special Collections)

8 - Special Collections: Ancient Petitions: Exchequer Series 333, pieces E996-E1101B (Petitions to the Prince of Wales)

SC/8/333. Numerous petitions to the prince and his council between the years 1375-6. They show a variety of areas in which the prince’s sanction or arbitration was required, from farming to religion to marriage and other personal affairs. These were not confined to English matters which demonstrates the prince’s wide-ranging authority.

London


The British Library



Western Manuscripts, Add Ch 76863 C

Add Ch 76863 C. Letter from the prince to Eleanor, the countess of Ormond. This orders her to pay sixty pounds to John Moleyns. The great seal of King Edward III is attached. Dated 22 Jul 14 Edw III (1340).

London


The British Library



Western Manuscripts, Add Ch 66316

Add Ch 66316. Grant by the prince of a weekly market and a fair to the abbey of La Sauve-Majeure, near Bordeaux. An example of the prince’s authority in Aquitaine. Dated 18 Jul 1365.

London


British Library



Western Manuscripts: Egerton Ch. 217 A and 217 B

Egerton Ch 217 A-217 B. Certificate with seals by J. Mignet, keeper of the seal in Poitou, for Edward as Prince of Aquitaine of grants of land in Augé. Another example of the prince at work in Aquitaine. Created 1368.

Southampton


Southampton Archives Office



SC13 - Southampton Corporation: Defence: 3 - The Royal Garrison, piece 2

SC 13/3/2. An indenture between the prince and Thomas Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, for the defence of Southampton, and an example of the early involvement of the prince’s name in such duties. Dated 13 Jul 13 Edw III (1339).

Truro*


Cornwall Record Office



BLAUS - Borough of Launceston Records, Launceston Borough Charters, piece 640

BLAUS/640. Petition to the prince complaining about an attack on Thomas Lanrac by Richard Mewy; there is no corresponding entry in the registry of the prince’s council (surviving from 1346-65). The seal is missing and there is no date. The date is assumed as falling within the period Edward was prince of Wales (1343-1376).

Truro*


Cornwall Record Office



BLAUS - Borough of Launceston Records, Launceston Borough Charters, piece 642

BLAUS/642. Norman French charter of the prince to the burgesses of Launceston granting them freedom from tolls, pikage, passage, murage and pannage. Notice of the prince’s involvement in the interests of his local duchy. Dated 20 Aug 1355.

* The Cornwall Record Office is due to move to Redruth in 2019

Part 2: Warwick Castle

London


The National Archives

DL - Records of the Duchy of Lancaster


10 - Duchy of Lancaster: Royal Charters, Subseries within DL 10 - John, piece 65

DL 10/65. Letters patent for the delivery of Warwick Castle to the earl of Warwick and Thomas Basset, dated at Wilton in 1216. This dates from the last year of King John’s reign and was made during his struggle with the barons.

London


The National Archives

SC - Records of various departments (Special Collections)


11 - Special Collections: Rentals and Surveys, Rolls, piece 826

SC 11/826. List of manors belonging to the castle during the reign of King Edward IV (1461-70, 71-83).

London


The National Archives



C 1 - Court of Chancery: Six Clerks Office: Early Proceedings, Richard II to Philip and Mary  



136 - Chancery pleadings addressed to the archbishop of Canterbury, piece 80

C 1/136/80. Record of imprisonment of horse-stealer John Glen at Warwick Castle either 1486-93 or 1504-15. Possibly a demonstration that the castle was used as a gaol for non-political felons and offenders.

London


The National Archives



E 329 - Exchequer: Augmentation Office: Ancient Deeds, Series BS, piece 296

E 329/296. Interesting document detailing the grant of a tun of wine to Beauvale Priory by Thomas, earl of Warwick, to be delivered yearly at Warwick Castle. Dated 41 Edw III (1367-1368).

London


The National Archives



E40 - Exchequer: Treasury of Receipt: Ancient Deeds, Series A, piece 4506

E 40/4506. Appointment of John Vorde to the porter of Warwick Castle. This is interesting as it dates from the relatively short period during which Henry de Beauchamp was earl of Warwick before the earldom passed to the Kingmaker. Dated Michaelmas, 20 Hen VI (1441).

Stratford-upon-Avon


The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust



ER 101 - George Sherwood, Record Agent: Historical Notes (bundle 5), piece 158

ER101/158. Dated 1315/1316, this is a potentially intriguing manuscript describing the extent of the castle and manor.

Warwick


Warwickshire County Record Office: Parish of St Mary, Warwick



DR1146, piece 2

DR1146/2. Deed sealed by Richard Neville, earl of Warwick, granting land to the dean and chapter of St Mary’s Collegiate Church. Specific measurements of the land are given. Dated 12 Apr 33 Hen VI (1455).

Warwick


Warwickshire County Record Office

CR 895 - Dormer of Grove Park: Budbrooke Manorial Records, Ministers’ Accounts: Account of John Edwarde, bailiff and collector: 8/21

CR 895/8/21. Account of particular interest as it contains a section on works at Warwick Castle concerning roofing of towers and rebuilding of armourer’s house. Dated 19 Hen VI for one year (1440-1441).

The archives shown above are a small selection of what is available for inspection. Depending upon the remit of the project the researcher undertakes, then certain others would be selected and examined. These may also include documents whose keywords may not necessarily include the original phrases (i.e. Edward Black Prince); other individuals or places connected with the central subject could then be used to draw up other likely candidates in the hope that they would shed more light, albeit possibly obliquely, on the central topic. Once groups of interesting manuscripts had been identified, then it would be necessary to see the items in question or good copies of them or, at least, authoritative transcriptions where the original items are inaccessible for some reason.
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