
CCTV in 2022: Impact on Policing and Crime
CCTV is an investment in 'situational' crime–prevention; rather than attempting to modify criminals' attitudes and capacities, it is aimed to improve the context in which crime happens. (College of Policing, 2020). It can reassure the people about the safety of the town, it is placed in public locations to offer proof to appropriate enforcement agencies, preserve public order, curb antisocial behaviour and disturbance and provide reassurance. (Northern Ireland Government, 2015). Also, a fundamental purpose of CCTV is to create an impression that influences an offender's decision to refrain from illegal action and CCTV is "essential" for catching criminals, according to the United Kingdom (UK) government. (Ratcliffe, Taniguchi and Taylor, 2009). 
CCTV can be found in most places as it is ever growing, ,with the British Security Industry Association (BSIA) estimated there were between 4.59 million cameras in the UK in 2013. (Calipsa, 2020). As the popularity of public surveillance, residential CCTV, and doorbell camera use grows, the number of CCTV cameras in the UK is estimated to be around 5.2 million, with one camera for every 13 people. (HR News, 2020).
If we look at how CCTV reduces different types of crime, it shows multiple differences. A study in Burnley found that significant reductions in violence were found in the area covered by CCTV, compared to before the CCTV camera were set up. (Armitage, Smyth and Pease, 2002). However, CCTV cameras in other areas did not find the same results, according to statistics, violent crime on the London Underground has increased by more than 43% in the last three years. (BBC News, 2019). Between November 2017 and September 2018, the British Transport Police (BTP) recorded 2,838 reported occurrences. There were 1,980 between November 2015 and October 2016. (Walker, 2019). These figures show that when looking at whole, CCTV has different affects in for violent crimes in certain areas around the UK. If we look at a different type of crime such as property crime, overall findings are different. According to research findings, it appears to show a reduce in property crime by approximately 14%. (Piza, 2018). College of Policing found that CCTV had significant reductions in terms of property crime too, meaning that CCTV helps reduce this type of crime massively. (College of Policing, 2015). This is great for police around the UK as Just over 4.3 million crimes were recorded by the police forces of England and Wales in 2009/10, of which 71% were property crimes meaning that this type of crime is the most common meaning that if it does reduce crime, then it will massively help the police. (The London School of Economics and Political Science, 2010). 
After looking at how CCTV reduces different types of crime in different ways, we need to see whether the location of the CCTV influences crime. If we look at the Underground stations, the results of four research on subway systems suggest a 'significant' (23%) reduction 

in crime, although this statistic is inflated by one exceptionally successful intervention in London. Two of the other treatments resulted in higher crime rates or had no effect. (College of Policing, 2020). Following the release of the Department of Transport report, the government agreed to set aside £15 million from the current Underground Investment Programme budget for crime prevention. (Webb and Laycock, 1992). Now, on-train CCTV is installed on the Jubilee and Northern lines (in every carriage). The District Line trains, too, have just been overhauled. This represents around a quarter of the London Underground's train fleet. All CCTV cameras aboard the train are continually recording. In 2005, The Mayor of London at that time answered a question regarding CCTV operation on trains in the London Underground, he said that on-train CCTV is installed on the Jubilee and Northern lines (in every carriage). (Mayor of London, 2005). The District Line trains, too, have just been overhauled. (Mayor of London, 2005) This represents around a quarter of the London Underground's train fleet. All CCTV cameras aboard the train are continually recording. (Mayor of London, 2005). If we compare that statement to a more recent one made in 2020 by the Mayor of London then who said that All trains operating on the Circle, District, Hammersmith & City, Jubilee, Metropolitan, Northern, Victoria and Waterloo & City lines have been fitted with CCTV, we can see clearly that more and more CCTV has been added to the London Underground, which means that CCTV is working in reducing and crime but also catching crime in the act. (Mayor of London, 2020)
	However, there are still some problems regarding the use of CCTV, with one major one being crime displacement. Crime displacement is the relocation of crime from one place, time, target, offense, or tactic to another as a result of some crime prevention initiative. (Arizona State University, 2018). This means that crime stops in an area but moves to another where there are less crime prevention methods available to the police to stop the problem. A key highlight of this problem is prostitution, where if someone is caught committing this offence, they will just move to a different location. An example of this can be found in Cyprus, which shows how legislative action against prostitutes (and sex trafficking) aimed at reducing the availability of sex on the island has resulted in the relocation of criminality. (Constantinou, 2015). However, current understanding of crime displacement remains incomplete. (Johnson, Guerette and Bowers, 2014).
	To conclude, CCTV does reduce crime overall as a meta-analysis indicated that CCTV was linked to a statistically significant reduction in crime. Overall, crime was found to have fallen by 13% in regions with CCTV compared to those without in a variety of circumstances. (College of Policing, 2015). Also, parliament came to the same conclusion stating that “CCTV surveillance reduces crime”. (Parliament Office of Science and Technology, 2002). However, there are still some problems with displacement, but as it is properly not understood yet in this context, there isn’t a clear indication whether it does hinder CCTV capabilities or not.
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