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Introduction
The purpose of this research proposal is to identify the impact on children exposed to domestic violence, to explore issues and traumas, gain more of an understanding of how to address the findings through an in-depth interview process, to reflect on the findings, analyse the data and hopefully make positive changes to the lives of the children (Clough & Nutbrown, 2002). The study will include ten participants, who have been identified through contact with shelters, as children who have been exposed to domestic violence. This proposal will follow a social science philosophy through interpretivism, adopting a constructivist ontology, which will allow the reality of the research to be open to interpretation and used to determine concealed issues which cannot be identified visually. The methodology selected for this research proposal will incorporate a qualitative approach through phenomenology, of which justifies its effectiveness of understanding subjective experience, through in-depth interviews as the data collection tool (Punch, 1998).

Literature
Evidence indicates that children are exposed to both moderate and severe violence within the family home among family members (Osofsky, 2003). Studies identify significant discrepancies in prevalence due to the different definitions of domestic violence and the research methods being used for these studies being so varied. The immediate impact of domestic violence on the children, together with long-term consequences are of great concern. It is suggested that children who are subject to exposure of domestic violence are more likely to experience abuse or neglect (Osofsky, 2003). However, based on my own experience as a young child exposed to domestic violence, I can honestly report that this has not been the case. At the time, my experience never identified me as the victim, I was always the ‘onlooker’, the child who had no control over the event or the outcome. My belief from the exposure is that it has driven me to become an independent adult and not to depend on or trust male figures. Domestic disturbances are claimed to take 50% of calls for police assistance in some communities, but it is unclear whether children were present and therefore are considered as invisible victims (Osofsky, 2003). Unfortunately children are unable to escape the violence they are witness to, however, this research proposal can hopefully identify the fears, feelings, traumas, effects from exposure to domestic violence and distinguish approaches to help them to talk about, deal with or even overcome these. 
The most basic function of a family is to protect their children, together with facilitation of their development. Despite the structure of the family, they are there to ensure their children are given attention, being nurtured, protected and safe to enable their growth and development. Frustration and helplessness are some of the feelings of parents who are unable to protect their children from violent behaviour. To add to this, the struggle of being available emotionally, of being sensitive to their needs, or be responsive for parents who are victims of domestic violence themselves. In cases such as these, it is imperative that traditional protectors of society intervene to ensure that these children have a safe environment (Osofsky, 2003).
It has been stated that children exposed to domestic violence may influence outcomes later in life through an intergenerational cycle, whereby the child believes that violence is a means of resolving issues, a means of normal behaviour or even a means of control. Additionally, high levels of stress are experienced by children who have been exposed to domestic violence (Bell, 1995). An emphasis on the premise that not only do these children witness aggression, they also learn how it becomes part of relationships which are intimate. Therefore, the view of the child may refer to violence as acceptable, since their experience has always been exposure to violence then their belief is that conflicts are resolved with violence and that may be acceptable behaviour (Margolin, 1988). This premise links to the Social Learning Theory by Bandura (1963) and the notion that children exposed to domestic violence are potentially at risk of being abusive adults than children that have not been exposed to domestic violence (Wallace, 2002), or justify violence through expressive viewpoints (Lichter & McCloskey, 2004), which is identified as the Cycle of Violence Theory. However, connections of this theory are questioned in the study by Wolfe and Foshee (2003) ‘dating violence among adolescents’ where dating violence and growing up with violence showed no connection. 
Findings from a study where data was collected, has identified a high number of children exposed to domestic violence have emotional and social issues, whereas 25% showed difficulties with their physical health and education (Lundy & Grossman, 2005). Additionally, aggression, anxiety and depression and issues with temperament were identified in children exposed to violence at home, compared to children who have not (Holden & Ritchie, 1991). Furthermore, a report from American Academy of Pediatrics identifies that these children are subject to post traumatic stress disorder, which is identified as a mental health condition linked with blaming themselves, feeling withdrawn or anxious, have nightmares and receiving flashbacks of traumatic events (Lee, 2001. p.1). 
It has been identified that data collection relating to the impact on children exposed to domestic violence is mainly from studies in domestic violence shelters (Edleson, 1999a, 1999b). Since the mother is forced to flee the home for safety, they also have a duty to protect their child and therefore the child is taken to the shelter with them. However, programmes in domestic violence shelters often focus on supporting the adult, and not set up to meet the requirements of the child (Edleson, 1999b; Peled & Edleson, 1999). It is paramount that the needs of the child be met, from understanding their trauma and their responses to events, to the changes in dependability and circumstance (Lundy & Grossman,2005).  

Challenges ahead
The field of research in relation to children exposed to domestic violence has made progression since the 1970’s, whereby most of the studies use quantitative research and the main findings identify emotional and behavioural issues and our knowledge from these studies has improved as a result. However, there are no answers to questions in relation to the lives of the children, which is why it is argued that there is strength in qualitative research in the form of context based knowledge, through in-depth questions and guided discussions to identify negative consequences and other health issues which may not be identified through quantitative research (Overlien, 2010). 

Children as Informants
Research suggests that much of qualitative research of children exposed to domestic violence relies on the mother for information of what the child was witness to, heard or affected by in relation to violence, of which tends to be either under-reported or over-reported (Apple & Holden, 1998). The requirement for children to report is essential since the report from the mother tends to differ from the child (Sternberg, Lamb, Samia Dawud-Noursi, 1998). A study conducted with 692 children and their mothers, identified that one in three of the children had witnessed domestic violence while only 14 percent of mothers admitted to their child being exposed to the violence (Litrownik, Newton, Hunter, English & Everson, 2003). It is believed that many mothers struggle to admit this as they do not believe, or cannot accept or deal with the notion of their child being affected by domestic violence or any form of violence, However, reports from children identified recollections which proved vivid, from events which their mothers believed they had not witnessed (Jaffe, Wolfe & Wilson,1990). These findings illustrate the importance of children being paramount to the research project and cannot solely rely on reports from the parents (Kilpatrick & Williams, 1998).

Problems encountered
However, complications do arise from including children in research. It has proven difficult to gain access to children that are in life situations which are vulnerable researchers have wrestled with problems associated with these children, from their age and the fact that they may be too young to interview, their psychosocial risk being high, or the fact that they are traumatized from events and an interview process would prove distressing for them (Overlien, 2010). In some instances, the parent or caregiver could refuse to allow the child to take part for fear of disclosing information they wish to keep secret. To add, findings from interviews could be identified as dangerous or harmful for the child and the researcher believes the safety of the child is in question, then this would ultimately lead to these events being reported to the relevant authorities, in this instance it must be clarified that confidentiality will no longer apply. It is also found that children hold a sense of loyalty to their parents and do not wish to portray them negatively, therefore may be averse to disclosing negative experiences (Overlien, 2010).
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Methodology
[bookmark: _Hlk30508037]The social science philosophy within this research proposal will be pursued through interpretivism, whereby a constructivist ontology will be adopted, and therefore the reality of the research will be open to interpretation and utilised to determine underlying issues which are not visually identified. The methodology will follow a qualitative approach through interpretative phenomenological analysis, which proves powerful in the understanding of subjective experience, by using interviews as the tool to collect data, which has proved powerful when attempting to understand people (Punch, 1998). 

Interpretivism
The Interpretivism philosophy will assist with this research proposal as it allows researchers to be involved in the study and interpret elements creating a human interest (Myers, 2008). When using the interpretivist approach the differences between people and their circumstances must be accounted for (Saunders, Lewis & Thornhill, 2012). To add to this, multiple methods are required to ascertain various aspects of the issue or trauma to achieve the best results from an interpretivist approach, as the studies tend to focus on meaning. The data collection will aim to have a naturalistic approach through interviews and observing the participant. An interpretivist approach creates interaction, participation and co-operation within the relationship between the participant and the researcher, and the knowledge generated has meaning, is relative and holds value. However, disadvantages associated with this approach tend to suggest that the researcher could be biased. Since data is strongly affected by personal values and viewpoints, it is imperative that the primary data generated is not generalised. Therefore, to a certain extent, reliability and the level of how accurately the sample of data is determined, could be undermined (Dudovskiy, 2019).

Constructivist ontology through qualitative research
A constructivist ontology will be adopted for this research proposal whereby the reality of the study will be open to interpretation and used to identify underlying areas of concern which cannot be visually identified (Punch, 1998). The study will adopt a qualitative research approach which I believe to be more suited to this research proposal as we are dealing with emotions and events which cannot all be measured through a quantitative approach. Holliday (2007) identifies that qualitative approaches are open-ended and allows discoveries into unforeseen areas of the participants through its design. It will also allow are more precise study into their behaviour through social settings which are specific to the area of study rather than a broad standpoint. Findings suggest that qualitative research is being used more frequently for studies which associates itself with aspects of sociology ‘the study of the development, structure, and functioning of the human body’ (Stevenson, 2010) and anthropology ‘ the study of human societies and cultures and their development’ (Stevenson, 2010) which suggests that quantitative research is insufficient in reliability for this research proposal as we are required to delve deep into qualities of subjectivity for human situations to be understood. However, quantitative research illustrates that stories can differ in order to provide the message they want portrayed, which include scientific reports which are independent, or government in order to control or gain power (Holliday, 2007).
The following table identifies that qualitative research can master the reality of a specific study:

Table 1.1
Qualitative Research_________________________________________________
Activity		In-depth search into the quality of social life of the participant
________________Provides settings which are comfortable for the participant_____
Beliefs		Conviction that what is important and valuable will be disclosed
			Confidence that the research proposal has been designed to suit			the study and participants in mind
			Reality contains unknown or unexplained secrets and therefore ________________can only be interpreted by the researcher__________________
Steps			Decide that the participant is interesting due to their own special 			qualities or that the area of interest is represented by them
			Study this to identify what is happening
			Allow focus to emerge
________________Devise research method________________________________
Rigour		Conscientious research strategy developed to suite to study as it ________________progresses__________________________________________
										(Holliday, 2007).
This table suggests that when the relevant techniques are followed, objective facts can be revealed through interpretation from exploring reality by adopting this process of research. This process builds gradual pictures which represents a reality for the participants which is much more complex than facts and figures (Holliday, 2007).

Analysis Process – Interpretive Phenomenological Analysis
The process of analysis for this research proposal will adopt the Interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA) approach. This approach adopts a qualitative inquiry which has, in recent years, been developed, and is identified as an approach which is approved within the circle of researchers. IPA commits itself to recognising extreme life experiences and providing support, so people are able make sense of their findings through a qualitative approach (Smith, Flowers, & Larkin, 2009). The key to this process will be to assist the participant to immerse themselves within the experience or trauma, which will encourage the instinctiveness to reflect on the experience or trauma, whereby IPA research hopes to encounter engagement with the participant so they can reflect upon them. There is no relevance to the experience being positive or negative, the common factor to the participant is the major significance it holds and therefore thoughts, feelings and reflection will be triggered as a result as the meaning behind it is identified. The information from the participant will be interpreted from the viewpoint of the participant’s interpretation of events to allow clear understanding of their lived experience. However, access to the information is subject to what the participant shares during the interview process (Smith el at, 2009).

Research Tool – In-depth Interviews
IPA research is commonly used by adopting the rule of a small number of participants in order to discover individual experiences, assess similarities and differences of participants, and explore these discoveries in depth (Smith et al, 2009). From these discoveries, my research will include 10 participants, where in-depth interviews in Appendix A, will be used as my tool to identify the impact of children exposed to domestic violence. The participants will initially be identified through contact with women shelters, where all aspects of the research proposal will be explained to the relevant authoritative figures. Following this, they will discuss the proposal with families at the shelter to identify anyone that is prepared to allow their children to participate and provide a signed participation consent form in Appendix B. Once this has been agreed, participation letters in Appendix C, will be provided to the parent to be signed as approval. The interviews will take place in the women’s shelter for safety and anonymity from potential further trauma. The researcher and the participant will be present during the interview, together with a suitable professional body. Information which is shared during the interview process will be written down and recorded for the purpose of analysis once all interviews are completed. All data from the participants will be entered into the tables (see tables 1.3-1.7) according to relevance and findings, which will be analysed for similarities and differences, to provide an interpretative account from information that has been disclosed by the participants (Smith et al, 2009). 
Since the interviews will adopt a semi-structed format, this should provide flexibility when the data is being collected, along with engagement in the information shared between the participant and researcher, which will allow adjustments to initial interview questions established from responses the participant illustrates, which should invite the researcher to inquire further toward a specific area which may emerge during the interview process. There is strong potential to connect with the participant and be directed by responses they reveal with semi-structured interviews, which allows the interview to be guided by interests and concerns the participant may have on the premise of offering a greater insight into their traumas or experiences. Furthermore, by providing the empowerment of free flow, there is potential for the participant to offer details which may not have uncovered (Smith & Osborn, 2007, cited in Smith et al, 2009, p. 57-65).
Time limits have not been set for each interview due to the nature and sensitivity of the study, however controlled breaks will be permitted, as required, and identified as necessary in some instances of anxiety or upset during the interview process. To add, each interview will be different, as each experience is individual to the participant, together with their reluctance to share their experiences or traumas, which could prove time consuming, therefore it is imperative that each participant is put at ease at the beginning of the interview process to ensure the interviews demonstrate responsive and positive outcomes (Smith & Osborn, 2007, cited in Smith et al, 2009, p. 57-65).

 
Data analysis
All data collected during the study will be stored for the whole period of the research project, until all data has been analysed, and used only for research purposes outlined within this study. The data will be secured on a device which will be protected by a password and will not be shared or passed on to third parties. It will only be analysed by the researcher to identify findings and provide results for the study (Thomas, 2013). It will be the responsibility of the researcher to protect the data collected during the study and ensure it is only used for the specified research project only Denscombe, 2013).
The data will be analysed based on demographic characteristics of each participant identified from previous research, plus any other characteristics which are possibly identified throughout the research process. These characteristics include emotional, social, physical health and educational problems, plus service needs of children. The tables below will identify problems related to each characteristic:
Table 1.3: Emotional problems 
Emotional problems – 1 or more
Difficulty leaving parent
Cry often
Afraid often
Demonstrate mood swings
Accept things without questions
Have nightmares (frequent)
Little interaction with others
Self-harm
Suicidal thoughts or tendencies
								(Lundy & Grossman, 2005)
Table 1.4: Social Problems
Social problems – 1 or more
Highly protective of family members
Resist discipline and guidance
Role reversal - attempt to act like a parent
Possessive of toys
Act out – hitting, biting, pushing
Behaviour emulates a younger child
Play with fire
Harm animals
								(Lundy & Grossman, 2005)
Table 1.5: Physical Health
Physical health problems – 1 or more
More active than other children
Frequent illness
Wet the bed
								(Lundy & Grossman, 2005)
Table 1.6: Educational problems
Educational problems – 1 or more
Learning problems
In a special class
Problems obeying rules set at school
Behavioural problems
Absent from school (not for medical reasons)
								(Lundy & Grossman, 2005)
Table 1.7: Service Needs
Service needs – 1 or more
Parent-child support
Individual support
Group activity
Shelter / emergency shelter
Advocacy (community resources)
Physical / medical assistance
Transportation
Advocacy at school
								(Lundy & Grossman, 2005)

The study will adopt this analysis and take into consideration any other issues which may arise during the study and these will be included in the final analysis of the study. An issue which could arise during the study could affect the final readings of the data based on the actual process being stressful for the participants, which could lead to incorrect assessment of issues or difficulties which, over time, could dissipate (Hughes, Parkinson & Vargo, 1989).   

Ethical considerations
It is imperative that research is conducted in an ethical manner together with a moral perspective being introduced when social research is carried out, throughout the design and ensuring investigations which are thorough (Denscombe, 2010). As researchers, our primary obligation is toward the participant, not the actual project or discipline (Denzin, 1989). The ethical issues considered in relation to this research proposal and the impact on children exposed to domestic violence include work conduct, right and wrong, the thought process of the study, respect for participants at all times, and any viewpoints and interests which may be conflicted. All types of research identify conflict of cultural and social values and how the results from research are reported (Alver & Oyen, 1998). Identification has been made prior to this research as to whether there will be benefit to the researcher or the individual, whether discomfort, anxiety or trauma will be experienced or could the research process be invading the privacy of the participant (Thomas, 2013).  Suggestions have also been identified that issues could arise from the age difference of the researcher and the participant and the links to authority and power and the feeling of subordination based on their experiences and traumas (Cater & Overlien, 2013). The university has authorised this research proposal and an Ethical Approval form has been issued by the university and completed by the researcher to ensure acknowledgement of all ethics issues have been considered prior to the commencement of the research project. The Ethical Approval form has been screened by the designated ethics committee to ensure all ethical principles have been followed (Denscombe, 2010).
To add, British Educational research Association (BERA, 2018) guidelines have also formed ethical decisions to conduct this research, which identifies that participants are to be treated fairly, with sensitivity, and free from prejudice. To some degree, for the research to be genuine, there should be involvement in the planning process from the participants, where specific needs should be considered. For the purposes of this research all participants will be minors and informed consent from parents would be required prior to the commencement of the research process. It has been identified that interpretation of events from children prove more complex, therefore create ethical dilemmas which are more sensitive (Cater & Overlien, 2013). Since the participants are all below 18 years of age, parental consent is generally advised as crucial (Morrow & Richards, 1996), However, international variations do apply in relation to regulations and legislations depending on the competence of the child (Cater & Overlien, 2013). Documents have been drawn up in the form of a participation information letter (Appendix C), to request participation and provide insight into the research project (Thomas, 2013), together with a participation consent form (Appendix B). Since the nature of the study is sensitive and invasive, consent from the parents may be refused and this will result in participant withdrawal from the study. The role of the participant is of a voluntary nature and this must be made clear throughout the interview process, which could potentially result in the withdrawal of the participant at any point. In preparation of this outcome, other potential participants are available to participate, as it iso in essential to include the required number of participants for the research to be successful (BERA, 2018).   
Additionally, Ethical Research Involving Children (ERIC) has provided ethical guidance for this research project, which places emphasis on well-being and respecting their rights, and its importance, through demonstrating that ethical considerations have been addressed through presenting a positive attitude, and the promotion of values and beliefs. The framework which ERIC provides support to children by identifying ethical issues, to enable researchers to think critically about considerations which are ethical in nature and provide answers for challenging situations which may arise during the interview process and consequently the research study will adopt these factors (UNICEF, 2013). 
Interview questions have been designed following advice located in the Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment and Honour Based Violence(DASH) (2009) Risk Identification and Assessment and Management Model which establishes the importance of making the participant comfortable in their surroundings and the situation, along with ensuring they understand the questions being asked. Sensitivity toward the participant must be provided and interview questions will be open-ended so obtain feedback which is informed (Richards, 2009). Consideration will be given to reactions or responses from the participant in relation to questions which may cause discomfort, mentally or physically, during the interview, demonstrating empathy and honesty throughout the interview with the participant. Additionally, compromise must never be made in relation to confidentiality and anonymity as it is a crucial to this type of research, which will be maintained by participants’ names being changed for the purpose of the research study. Due to the complex nature of the study, all participants will be advised that commitment in relation to confidentiality and anonymity will be overridden where incidents of harm or neglect are identified at any point during the study and the relevant authorities will be advised of what had been discovered (Thomas, 2013). 
	
Timeline 
The timeline for the research project will run from September 2019 through to May 2020, however, this will be subject to change depending on the interview process and participants. The timeline is reflected as follows but may be amended accordingly:

Table 1.2
September 2019:	Identify research topic
September 2019: 	Research data on chosen topic
September 2019:	Consider ethical issues – research
October 2019:	Choose Methodology 
November 2019:	Create interview questions/consent forms/participation approval 
November 2019: 	Establish contact for participants
November 2019	Arrange contact with shelters to discuss research proposal
November 2019:	Organise participants
December 2019:	Gain informed consent and participation approval
January 2020:	Arrange dates for interviews with participants
February 2020:	Interview process
April 2020:		Data analysis
May 2020:		Report findings

Conclusion	
The importance of this research is to gain evaluations in order to create social interventions to support the findings which illustrate the impact on children exposed to domestic violence. Therefore, the research allows us to learn understand the thoughts of children related to their experiences and traumas, it provides insight into their actions and behaviour through reactions and allows us to provide support for their recovery. However, this type of information can only be obtained at a high cost or risk to children participating in such studies and consequently, for further ethical practices to develop, a means of dialogue is required in order to share experiences collectively, between researchers alike and between researchers and participating children involved in processes of research (Christensen & Prout, 2002).
Research has identified that the decisions made in relation to methodological judgment for this research proposal is one that could further advance the findings in relation to the impact on children exposed to domestic violence through using a qualitative research approach as an alternative to the more common influence of quantitative research. The ethical issues demonstrate the formidable force of ensuring children are always protected throughout all experiences and the reasons behind the procedures taken to ensure this research proposal is ethically approved. 

 RESEARCH TITLE: The Impact on children exposed to domestic violence.
Researcher reference: ………………………………………………………….
Participant reference: ………………………………………………………….
Date: ………………………………………………………………………………
All questions will be open-ended to allow the participant to guide the conversation.

1. Tell me what makes you happy

2. Tell me what makes you sad

3. Tell me about your home

4. Explain how being at home makes you feel

5. Tell me about your parents / parent / mum / dad

6. Tell me what mum does which makes you happy

7. Tell me what dad does which makes you happy

8. Tell me what mum does which makes you sad

9. Tell me what dad does which makes you sad
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	Rhif Adnabod Cyfranogwr: 
Participant Identification Number:
	

	
FFURFLEN GANIATÂD CYFRANOGIAD
	
PARTICIPATION CONSENT FORM

	Teitl Y Prosiect: / Project Title: Impact on Children Exposed to Domestic Violence

	Enw'r Ymchwilydd / Name of Researcher:	 Catrina Lloyd


									         	
                Blwch Cychwynnol / Please initial box 
	1
	Cadarnhaf fy mod wedi darllen a deall y daflen wybodaeth dyddiedig XXXX ar gyfer yr astudiaeth uchod. Rwyf wedi cael y cyfle i ystyried y wybodaeth, gofyn cwestiynau, ac rwyf wedi cael ateb boddhaol i’r rhain.
	I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet dated 1st December 2019 for the above study. I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily.
	

	2
	Deallaf fy mod yn cymryd rhan o’m gwirfodd a bod croeso i mi dynnu’n ôl ar unrhyw adeg, heb roi rheswm.

	I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason.

	

	3
	Deallaf y gellir defnyddio unrhyw wybodaeth a roddir gennyf mewn adroddiadau, erthyglau neu gyflwyniadau gan y tîm ymchwil.

	I understand that any information given by me may be used in future reports, articles or presentations by the research team.

	

	4
	Deallaf na fydd fy enw’n ymddangos mewn unrhyw adroddiadau, erthyglau neu gyflwyniadau.

	I understand that my name will not appear in any reports, articles or presentations.

	

	5
	Cytunaf i gymryd rhan yn yr astudiaeth uchod.

	I agree to take part in the above study.

	

	Enw’r Cyfranogwr Name of Participant

	
	Llofnodwyd
Signature

	Ymchwilydd
Researcher

	Catrina Lloyd
	Llofnodwyd
Signature



	Cewch wrthod cymryd rhan yn yr astudiaeth hon. Cewch ddod â’ch cyfranogiad yn yr astudiaeth hon i ben unrhyw bryd. Os penderfynwch barhau’n ddienw, bydd sicrhau hynny’n flaenoriaeth a chymerir pob cam ymarferol i guddio pwy ydych. Os yw’n well gennych fod yn anhysbys, ni fydd unrhyw wybodaeth yn eich enwi ar dapiau sain na thrawsgrifiadau o’r cyfweliad hwn nac o unrhyw un arall.  Ni fydd neb yn clywed unrhyw dapiau sain nac yn gweld unrhyw drawsgrifiadau heb eich cydsyniad o flaen llaw. Bydd deunyddiau a grëir yn sgil y cyfweliad hwn neu unrhyw gyfweliad arall yn aros yn gyfrinachol. 

	You may decline to participate in this study. You may end your participation in this study at any time. If you decide to remain anonymous, maintaining your anonymity will be a priority and every practical precaution will be taken to disguise your identity. If you prefer anonymity, there will not be any identifying information on audiotapes or transcripts of this or any interview. No-one will hear any audiotapes or see any transcripts without your prior consent. All materials generated from this or any interview will remain confidential.







	Ar ôl llenwi’r ffurflen, dychwelwch hi yn yr amlen a ddarperir (lle bo’n berthnasol).  Rhoddir un copi i’r cyfranogwr a chedwir y gwreiddiol yn ffeil y tîm ymchwilio yn:

	When completed please return in the envelope provided (if applicable). One copy will be given to the participant and the original to be kept on the file of the research team at:

	ENW A CHYFEIRIAD YR YMCHWILYDD



	NAME & ADDRESS OF RESEARCHER
Catrina Lloyd
UWTSD 
Carmarthen Campus
Carmarthen
SA31 3EP
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	Participant Identification Number:
	

	
FFURFLEN GANIATÂD CYFRANOGIAD
	
PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET


	Teitl Y Prosiect: / Project Title: The Impact on Children Exposed to Domestic Violence


						
Dear Participant: 

My name is Catrina Lloyd and I am studying in the School of Social Justice and Inclusion.

I would like to invite you to participate in my research project. This project will look at the impact on children exposed to domestic violence and aims to gain a better understanding of the issues being faced.

Through your participation in the study through in-depth interviews as a data collection tool, I hope to ascertain individual experiences and traumas to enable identification of interventions as a means of support.   

All interview sessions will be kept strictly confidential to the researchers involved and at NO time will individual findings be released to the general public. This gives you a chance to express your views on your programme a confidential and anonymous forum and still be able to make a difference. Your participation in this study is completely voluntary so you can withdraw from the interview process at any stage. 

Our interview session will not have a time restriction. There are also no right or wrong answers during our interview session. Attached to this letter will be participation consent form. We understand that your time is at a premium, but your opinions are very valuable to us. 

After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from this interview process, I will be happy to provide you with a copy of the findings at your request. The results of this interview will hopefully enhance my understanding of the impact on children exposed to domestic violence and will be stored on a password protected file. The results of the research will be fed back to my lecturer.

We thank you in advance for your time and participation. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

	ENW A CHYFEIRIAD YR YMCHWILYDD
	NAME & ADDRESS OF RESEARCHER
Catrina Lloyd – UWTSD Carmarthen.
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