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Caitlin Joyce – 2204263 
Cue card 1  
Hello, my name is Caitlin, and I am also a student youth worker. Today I am going to give some history of the UNCRC and I'm going to go into some of the articles and explain some of them. I will then finish by giving a few key points of our talk today. 

Cue card 2 
After the first world war a woman named Eglantyne Jebb and other people alike, campaigned for rights of the child. 
In nineteen seventy-nine Poland suggested that there be a convention made. 
Different countries around the world then spent the next decade debating and negotiating what would be a part of the UNCRC (School of Social Sciences, Education and Social Work at Queen's University Belfast, 2016).
This treaty is the most ratified treaty. 
Once these different countries agreed to this treaty, they had a duty to enforce the articles of the convention. This includes the lawyers, teachers, social workers and police officers within these countries (School of Social Sciences, Education and Social Work at Queen's University Belfast, 2016).


Cue card 3
In 2011 a measure was put into place in Wales which contained Wales commitment to children and young people's rights. 
The measure ensured that ministers consider the UNCRC when reviewing legislation. It also makes the ministers responsible for making sure that everyone in Wales knows and understands what the rights of young people are (Welsh Government).
This adds extra protection for young people as it ensures their rights are being protected. This then helps protect young people who struggle and may be at more risk. It also holds people accountable. 


Cue card 4
As mentioned by Kayleigh there are many articles in place which explain the rights of children and how the government can make sure that every child has access to them. 
One important article in the UNCRC is article two, non-discrimination (point to poster). This article means that the government should respect and ensure that others respect the rights of young people. Meaning that no discrimination is to happen regardless of who you love, the colour of your skin, what you believe in and the place you were born and so forth (Children and Young Peoples Commissioner Scotland, 2023).
This also means that you as young people cannot be punished for expressing yourselves or the beliefs you and your family hold. 


Cue card 5
[bookmark: _Int_6kjHFDWh]The national occupational standards is a document which gives a little bit of structure to youth workers practice. As I am a youth worker in training this is something I have read. In the National Occupational Standards, also known as NOS, it states that youth workers should respect young people, ensure that their youth work practice promotes equality and challenge any discrimination (CLD, 2019, p.42).
Point to advocacy on poster 
For example, in relation to article 2, if I was working in a youth club with you and I saw you or another young person being discriminated against, as a youth worker I would advocate on your behalf and ensure that article 2 is being respected. This can also be very empowering for you and all young people involved.   


Cue card 6
Another important article is article 12, the right to be heard. Like Kayleigh has briefly mentioned, article 12 is all about making sure that you and other young people can express your views and have your own opinions. 
This would also be the case in any proceedings affecting you, for example if it was a court proceeding, you the young person would be able to say your views as it is something that is affecting you (Unicef UK, 2009). 

Cue card 7
In relation to youth work. One of the principles of youth work, which can be found in the national occupational standards, is the principle of participation and active involvement. 
This principle goes hand in hand with article twelve. 
As the principle means that youth work with young people, starts at where young people are in their lives (CLD, 2019).
It means accepting young people's views and to taking their views and implementing it into their activities. 


Cue card 8 
So, as we have spoken about advocacy, I'm going to talk about participation. Participation works alongside article 12.
Keeping young people involved is important in youth work. 
Participation in the context of rights means being listened to and having the choice to collaborate. 
The principle acknowledges that you, and other young people are active citizens and anything you wish to contribute, whether it be to the community, your family or friends, it is important (Welsh Government, 2016). 
You should know that any work you do with a youth worker is voluntary (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018). 
An example of article 12 and the principle of participation, is if a youth worker was to plan an activity, they should implement some of your views as well as perhaps letting you help plan the activities. For examples making posters to promote the activity.
In this example, if you, the young people, had voiced their opinions and they had not been considered or listened to it would be poor participation. 

Cue card 9 
Relating to my own youth work practice, there are many ways in which I've been able to respect young people's rights and encourage participation. 
There are many ways in which youth workers such as us, can implement a range of activities. If youth workers provide these opportunities, it will result in young people leading their own life and make changes in their community. 
One way in which I can do this is if I were to get a poster and ask you young people to write down what you believe are the issues in your community. 
This could be drugs, homelessness, litter no youth clubs and so on. 
Together we would then choose issues which we can work on and make changes. This could be arranging groups to go litter picking or contacting the council. 


Cue card 10
Before we move onto a summary, I want to quickly mention empowerment. Empowerment is where you have control and power over your lives. This could mean you feeling respected in your community and having a good support network. I can’t personally empower you, but I can help to support you to gain control of your lives and help you make any decisions that affect you (LGA, 2021).



Cue card 11
We have now reached the end of our poster today, so I am going to do a short conclusion to remind you of a few key points that we have mentioned. 
Summary:
One of the most important things mentioned was that’s every one of you has rights and they can never be taken away. All your rights can be found on the UNCRC website; however, the four main articles can be found on this poster.
If you every feel like your rights are not being respected, please contact any of these organisations on the bottom of the poster. 
Finally, youth workers can help young people develop and reach your full potential (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018).

Reference list
Children and Young Peoples Commissioner Scotland (2023). Article 2 - All children have these rights. [online] The Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland. Available at: https://www.cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/articles/article-2/. 
CLD standards Council Scotland. (2019) National Occupational Standards for Youth Work. Glasgow: CLD Standards Council Scotland.  
LGA (2021). About empowerment. [online] Available at: https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/What%20empowerment%20means%20to%20us.pdf. 
School of Social Sciences, Education and Social Work at Queen's University Belfast (2016). UNCRC (part 2): Who is who? [online] www.youtube.com. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFi3w7ozIGY&list=TLPQMjMwNTIwMjPFuvVhy80i4w&index=2 [Accessed 23 May 2023]. 
School of Social Sciences, Education and Social Work at Queen's University Belfast (2016). UNCRC (part1): Where did it come from? [online] www.youtube.com. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXDY7Sbc4z8&list=TLPQMjMwNTIwMjPFuvVhy80i4w&index=1 [Accessed 23 May 2023]. 
Unicef UK (2009). Article 12 . 
Welsh Government (2016). Children and Young People’s Participation in Wales. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/good-practice-guide.pdf. 
Welsh Government (2019). Children’s rights in Wales. [online] GOV.WALES. Available at: https://www.gov.wales/childrens-rights-in-wales#:~:text=Children%E2%80%99s%20rights%20are%20already%20enshrined%20in%20Welsh%20law. 
Youth Work in Wales Review Group (2018). YOUTH WORK IN WALES: PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSES. [online] Available at: https://www.cwvys.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/YOUTH-WORK-IN-WALES-PRINCIPLES-AND-PURPOSES.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1jfgCnAOAT4obdl7ewVP3_d6I2aqBU-MmjHyB3l0klcngqCr8gSjF-ssA [Accessed 23 May 2023]. 
 


