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justice outcomes – the formal justice system 

Justice Outcomes 
This is the term given to cover the range of disciplinary options that are available to the Criminal Justice System. 
The Formal Justice System 
An accused person is charged, attends the relevant court and is either acquitted or sentenced accordingly. 
There are a range of sentencing options available to the various courts including orders, attendance requirements, fines, discharges and custodial sentences. 
Community Orders: Adults - where a person aged 18 or over is convicted of an offence, the court that convicts them may make an order (referred to as a “community order”) imposing requirements on them – examples could include unpaid work, curfews, drug rehabilitation, mental health treatment etc. 
Youth Rehabilitation Order (YRO) - in addition to the ‘menu’ of options available for adults, young people can also be required to participate in the activities by way of disposal such as local authority residence, education, intensive fostering etc.  
Fines - For any offence other than one for which the sentence is fixed by law, the court may impose fines. The level of the fine set should reflect the seriousness of the offence and the financial circumstances of the offender.   
Forfeiture of Property - under the power given by Section 143 of the Powers of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000, courts can order a convicted person to forfeit property used for the purposes of crime.   
Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 - The Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (POCA) exists to allow proceeds of crime to be taken from offenders and there are investigatory powers which can be exercised by constables (and in some cases by others). Consequently, when investigating crime consideration needs to be given as to whether the evidence suggests someone has profited from their crime. 



Custodial & Suspended Sentences
Custodial sentences. - Prison is only used for the most serious offences and offenders. As well as guideline decisions on the length of sentence laid down by the Court of Appeal, all offences where prison is the punishment have a maximum term laid down by Parliament.
Suspended prison sentences - A 'suspended' prison sentence is carried out in the community. The person has to meet certain conditions - eg: having to stay away from a certain place or person
Sentencing guidelines 
· Help judges and magistrates decide the appropriate sentence for a criminal offence. 
· Criminal offences in England and Wales are very broadly defined and can have different levels of seriousness. Guidelines help to ensure that courts across England and Wales are consistent in their approach to sentencing.
· Sentencing guidelines are available for most of the significant offences sentenced in the magistrates’ court and for a wide range of offences in the Crown Court. There is also guidance on general sentencing issues and principles. These guidelines are not specific to individual offences.
· Where no guideline exists, judges refer to court of appeal judgments to examine how sentences have been reached for similar cases in the past. Each new guideline is consulted on as part of its development and you can get involved by responding to consultations
What guidelines do
Guidelines provide guidance on factors the court should take into account that may affect the sentence given. They set out different levels of sentence based on the harm caused to the victim and how blameworthy the offender is. Offences happen in many different ways with many different results. For example, assault offences can range from an argument where someone pushes someone else causing no injury, up to a carefully-planned gang attack that causes life-changing injuries. It is therefore necessary to have a range of sentences that appropriately reflect the seriousness of each individual offence.
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