
3000 BCE
First Stone tomb burials appear in Crete.
2000 BCE
The Minoan civilization emerges in Crete, and the palace at Phaistos constructed. It is evident that the Minoans at this point were using a written language (in the form of Minoan Hieroglyphics) and that the technology of a pottery wheel had been adopted, very fine workmanship such as that of the Minoan Gold Bee pendant and the many zoomorphic clay figurines of which the culture is well known by were created at this time.
1900 BCE
The first Malia Palace is constructed in eastern Crete as is the first palace of Knossos. Within Minoan art the Sphinx becomes a rather dominant subject depicted on many mediums including textiles and ceramics; this continues for about 400 years.
1700 BCE
Minoan influence is starting to show up in the archaeological record as far as the Cyclades Islands north of Crete, this is attributed to improvements in trade networks, this leads to new connections with the like of Thessaly, Samos, Miletos, Iasos, the Levant, Cyprus (Copper), Egypt, Middle Kingdom (Amethyst, Carnelian and Gold), Afghanistan (Lapis Lazuli) and Anatolia; it is also to be noted that the Minoans were exporting Timber, Resin and Olive Oil mainly. Minoan Linear A script is created and starts to phase out Minoan hieroglyphs (of which they are thought to have decent from) in administration as clay bars, stone prisms and seals (mainly for amphorae and pithoi). The palaces at Knossos, Phaistos and Malia are destroyed by either an earthquake or by foreign invaders and subsequently rebuilt but in generally grander yet smaller scale manner, Malia is reconstructed a little later in 1675.
1650-1550 BCE
Mount Thera (Santori, Cyclades Island Group) erupts, causing mass destruction via earthquakes, megatsunami and ash clouds which severely damage most of Minoan palaces.
1600 BCE
The fired clay Phaistos Disc was created using an unknown Minoan glyph which still hasn’t been deciphered, this is also the time when the Minoan Snake Goddess figurines were made. Trade advances brings the cultures of Rhodes and the Minoans into close contact which is evident through ceramic artefacts.
1550-1500 BCE
The infamous “bull leaper” was created, which shows unsurpassed skill, depicting the figure in perfect grace and fluid movement in ivory, so does the bull’s head rhyta crafted from Steatite, Jasper and Mother of pearl; gifts of similar artefacts have been noted on the 18th dynasty Egyptian wall painting “gifts from  the Keftiu” (1479-1425 BCE).
1500-1450 BCE
The Minoan Harvester Vase is created, depicting a musical instrument (the Sistrum, an icon of the Egyptian culture) indicating possible contact.
1450 BCE
Earthquakes and subsequent fires lead to the destruction and abandonment at the palaces of Malia and Zakros. 
1450-1400 BCE
The Minoan Palatial period ends by supersession by the Mycenaeans, Knossos remains for a while, this is around the time of the infamous Bull-leaping fresco of Knossos was created which depicts a male bull leaper, a bull at full charge and two female characters.
1420-1300 BCE
Minoan clay dancing figures are made in Palaikostro including are rare on of a female lyre player.
1375 BCE
Knossos eventually falls to the combination of an earthquake and the Mycenaean forces, thus the Minoan culture ends.
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