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LEVEL 4 – COMMUNITY PROFILE
St Clears
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AI declaration:
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
Introduction
A community profile is a form of research that, corresponding to Hawtin and Percy-Smith (2007, p.4), aims to establish ‘’both needs and resources and the whole range of issues affecting communities’’. It identifies the influences a community has on the future of a young person. As a youth worker, it is important to understand the area young people are from. This is supported by CLD Standards Council Scotland (2019, p.3) through understanding ‘’locations in the community where young people meet’’ as well as ‘’factors influencing youth work provision in the community’’ (2019, p.84). 
St Clears is a town located in the southwestern corner of Carmarthenshire county, on the Welsh Costal path and is situated near the A40 road (Discover Carmarthenshire, 2024, no page number). The town is around 8 miles away from Carmarthen. Carmarthenshire County Council (2025, no page number) describes St Clears as ‘’a growing town that has experienced population and housing growth in recent years’’. According to the Office for National Statistics (2021), the census in 2021 concluded that the population in St Clears and Llansteffan was 5,200 people. 
Due to St Clears being a small town, finding current and specific data regarding the below topics was challenging. 
Below, factors affecting the community will be outlined:
History 
One popular moment in history for St Clears was the Rebecca Riots. It took place in the 1800s and involved residents protesting to oppose injustice and poverty (Discover Carmarthenshire, 2024). A statue in the centre of St Clears marks this event.
Geography 
The centre of St Clears can be described as more built up, however the majority of St Clears is rural with farms and spread out, part being separated by the A40. The river Taf runs through St Clears meaning that the town’s landscape is made up of lowlands.
Social 
Facilities in the community include post office, retail shops, restaurants, hair salons, spa, town hall, park and churches.  Annual events that take place in St Clears are the Christmas Lights and summer parade. The town has recently added digital screens to showcase local services.  Local organisations include ‘’St Clears Women’s Institute, St Clears Royal British Legion, St Clears Boating Club, St Clears Walking Group, scouts and guides, army cadets’’  (St Clears Town Council, no date). Platforms such as Facebook are used to share town news and events. There are rugby and football clubs. The Gate is a centre that has a café, library, workshop space, meeting rooms and art gallery. 
Crime 
In 2023, the police left their rented premises in St Clears and currently work from their base in Whitland (Dyfed-Powys, 2023). One issue affecting locals in St Clears is that of ‘traffic and narrow pavements’’ (Owen Davies Consulting, 2021). This implies that some areas of the community are unsafe for pedestrians to access.
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From the above graph it is evident to see the major offences within St Clears over 2024. 
Economic 
The Covid-19 pandemic predominantly had negative impacts on the economy of St Clears (Owen Davies Consulting, 2021). The main employment industries within St Clears, according to Carmarthenshire County Council (2025), surround ‘’agricultural, land-based industries, food and drink and tourism’’. Additionally, there are ‘’microbusinesses, visitor-related and creative industries’’ (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2025, no page number). The economic scene of St Clears is also dependent on neighbouring communities such as Laugharne, Whitland and Bancyfelin. 
Infrastructure
· Housing: Within the last couple of years, new housing has been built next to St Clears Leisure Centre. There are no direct statistics regarding specific housing type, availability, cost and quality within St Clears. However, in general, the average house price in Carmarthenshire was around ‘£194,000’ in December 2024 (Office for National Statistics, 2025). 
· Transportation: Trains pass through St Clears, however they do not stop in the town. There are only a handful of public buses and bus stops that operate through St Clears. One of these buses is the ‘222’ from Pendine to Carmarthen. This bus however, does not operate on Sundays. Taxi services are available in and around St Clears. 
· Education: There are at least 2 private nursery schools and one bilingual, primary school (Ysgol Griffith Jones) in St Clears. At Ysgol Griffith Jones, all the children can have free school meals. Young people in St Clears who want to attend college have the option of going to Carmarthenshire College or Pembrokeshire College, this does however involve travelling some distance. Based on the 2021 census, the Office for National Statistics (2021) states that of 4,320 residents in St Clears and Llansteffan, that were aged 16 and over, 692 residents had a level 3 qualification.
Health 
Just under half (46.5%) of 5,188 residents in the St Clears and Llansteffan area are described as having ‘very good health’ (Office for National Statistics, 2021). The St Clears and District Walking Group is an example of a local organisation in the community who stay active. The St Clears Leisure Centre is another example of the community’s wellbeing and sports facilities that have ‘’modern gym equipment and badminton courts’’ (Actif, 2022). The Coach and Horses Surgery is one of the main health resources in addition to pharmacies. 
Youth work services
Another youth organisation that operates targeted youth services within St Clears is the National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs. They help to organise an annual show for the local community to attend in the Carmarthen Showground (St Clears Young Farmers’ Clubs Show, no date). A universal youth work service, that is also open access for young people, within St Clears is the St Clears Youth Club. It is run by the Carmarthenshire Youth Support Service, meaning there is no cost for attendance, and is held in St Clears Leisure centre. St Clears also has a scouts and guides group for young people. 
Comments from young people at St Clears Youth Club
Below are the questions I asked members of St Clears Youth Club (aged 11-16) on 17th February 2025:
1. Why do you come to youth club?
2. What more do you want in youth club?
3. What would you improve in St Clears?
4. What activities can you do in St Clears?
5. What is your favourite thing to do in St Clears?
6. What crime do you think is in St Clears?
Below is the anonymous feedback:
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Recommendations
Based on the above, I would suggest the community explores developing more facilities for young people. The existing facilities are not diverse enough to meet the needs of all young people in St Clears. There is a demand for more leisure clubs that are alternative to sports clubs. I recommend that the community improve public spaces and travel routes for pedestrians. This would enable young people to be much safer when walking in St Clears. 
Conclusion 
I have seen how positive and negative factors of a community affect the life of a young person. It is clear more data needs to be gathered in ordered to fully understand the role the community St Clears has on young people. I also recognise the importance of including the voice of young people to help shape their community’s future.
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