
Mother of the King
Mother, Daughter, Wife 
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Titles of Royal Women in ancient Egypt often revolved around their relationship to the King. Such as Mother, Wife or
Daughter of the King, among other titles. Mother of the King has been recorded only since the first dynasty but was

enacted even before then and was a medium in which to transfer the power of the office.

In modern times we might view the premise of titles for women revolving
around their proximity to the king demeaning but in Ancient Egypt, the King

and thus the women who made him King were highly regarded.

The office of Kingship is viewed as both male and divine however, it is the
office that is divine, not the person holding he position. It is divine only
through the Mother and the Sun-God, also known as divine conception. 

Figure I: Mother of King ‘Pepy II’, 
Regent Ankhnes-meryre II

Given that it is the Mother of the King that makes the office divine, when
her son becomes king she is venerated. Typically viewed as an earthly

incarnation of the Goddesses, almost certainly Hathor but linked to other
goddesses as well such as Isis, Nephthys and others. She typically has
significant religious and or political power, with several examples of

Queens ruling in their own right as regents for their young sons. One such
example is Queen Ankhnes-meryre II (Figure I)  who did rule in her own

right as regents and Queen Tiye, a powerful queen of the eighteenth
dynasty, she was the mother of Akhenaten and was deified after death

alongside her son - she was worshipped as a goddess on par with Hathor,
who is one of the oldest Goddesses in Ancient Egypt (Figure II). Figure II: Queen Tiye, Mother of

Akhenaten

In a time where the Divine was everything, to interact with them directly and to
influence the legitimacy of the office of kingship - the highest position in all of Egypt -
was a great power and often the Mother of the King was venerated. She was also, likely,
the Wife of the King, a powerful position in it’s own right and ideally also a Daughter of

the King also, three’s are incredibly important to the Ancient Egyptians and they
viewed events as cyclical, so to start as and reach the other was greatly impactful.  
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