	Targed 1/ Target 1
	Read even more relevant books and journals articles as well as websites when researching- provide multiple sources for the same point
	I have accessed the library search engine to access up to date and relevant information.

	Targed 2/ Target 2
	Continue to synthesis research into your writing to aid the support of your key points
	I have research the topic and provided numerous articles to add weight to the topic. 

	Targed 3/ Target 3
	Continue to develop a critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible. 
	I have read widely around the topic and used various sources including Government websites. 



Hannah Greenwood 2300338

Assignment ECAD 4013- Start at my Feet
Learners, Schools and Communities: where am I teaching?

This commentary explaining my poster will explore some of the challenges and opportunities within School A’s community including teachers, pupils and their families. School A is known to be within one of the most deprived areas in Wales. However, the opportunities for children in this school are plentiful. The focus of this assignment will be on the opportunity of pupils having home visits prior to starting school and the challenge of family emotional support. The Welsh Government (2022) acknowledges that schools working with the community and making use of their services will improve the children’s and their family’s engagement. When attending bridging sessions at School A, I was intrigued to hear about the challenges that the school has had to address and overcome. Social justice plays a key part in the challenges that the school face. Mollenkamp D (2022) proposes that Social Justice happens when there are fair and equal opportunities that are surrounded throughout society. These can include race, gender and healthcare. Unfortunately, there are children that come into School A without any social justice. I have witnessed the teachers and staff members supporting the children, providing good opportunities in school for their future life. The new Curriculum for Wales is subsidiary which has the power to stay as close to the action that is happening in real life to the education given. This implies that each child should be taught the challenges the world face, how some peers around them are not given opportunities and how the community can help to allow this to happen. With School A being a deprived pupil school, the question is why the numbers are increasing of children lacking social justice. Welsh Government (2022) proved that the population had grew by 1.4% since the last census in 2011. This shows that the community around School A is increasing, potentially impacting on community resources such as GP appointments and school places. The opportunities in School A give the children an advantage to do things that may not happen at home. For example, teaching the children the Welsh language. The Welsh Government (2022) have introduced a new idea of one million Welsh speakers by 2050 so that the Welsh Language is encouraged more and that the whole of Wales can have a better understanding of the Welsh language. This could also mean to help spread the Welsh language School A could possibly have Welsh sessions after school for the community to join to grow the number of Welsh speakers. Another opportunity the children can receive at school is the community choir. The community choir brings people from different backgrounds and ages together to perform. It can improve self-confidence and social interaction. Tamplin J, Baker FA, Jones B, Way A and Lee S (2013) state that being in a choir can help people engage with one and other and it allows people to make friends and share experiences. This is an opportunity that the community can take to feel as they belong to something. Therefore, working within the community will help these children and people in the area become closer to the school.
One of the opportunities that School A have in place are home visits. Home visits are a crucial part of the child’s start of education. When attending my bridging session, it was explained that every child that starts school from Early years has a home visit. These home visits are when the parents are free and are not working. They are completely parent-based meetings. The staff members are guests to the family’s home; therefore, the family state when it is convenient for the visit. The main aim is to start building relationships with families and the pupils, so they feel secure within the school’s environment. Home school relationships are vital when a child starts school. It’s important that the staff can see the wider view of the child home life so they can understand if there are issues in school. Detheridge S (2022) states that the staff that visit family home are there to build relationships with the pupils and the family and benefits the parents as they can voice their concerns or worries. They must make the family feel that they are not outsiders, and they are trustworthy adults. Before the children start school, it is good for them to see a familiar and safe face that they recognise so they are happy to leave parents and enjoy school. Several children that come into School A are unfortunately facing poverty within their home. Fisher (2021) describes how children from disadvantaged homes can miss available opportunities which can affect their life aspirations. This highlights the importance of home visits so opportunities available can be explained to parents. The children’s society (nd) also implies that a child in poverty will face challenges that other will not. They will not have the same opportunities as the others their age. These children may not have the resources and materials to learn and to develop. Additionally, Hannigan (2019) believes that low academic attainment is related to lack of resources and poverty. The staff that go and visit will be able to recognise that the family needs help and will aid the with resources they need. Furthermore, the Welsh Government (2023) state that having a strong commitment with the wider community, schools can help to reduce the impact of poverty on education. School A are equipped with a ‘Help yourself trolley’ that they can present to the families in need. Parrett and Budge (2015) proposed that schools can help by offering opportunities and providing supplies for the families in need. These supplies could include clothes, bedding, shoes, washing up supplies and toiletries. However, Iqbal (2018) highlights schools need to build relationships and trust with families to be able to engage and to improve social justice which can take time. Another reason the staff make sure they attend a home visit would be for them to guide or help families by filling out letters/forms. Future Generations (n.d) highlights that 12% of the Welsh population is illiterate and have not reached level 1 of basic reading and writing. Therefore, making sure that the staff that visit are helpful and there is no judgment within the home visit. The staff can read the form out to them and fill in the form if the parent cannot do so. As well as this it’s important that the staff listen to any of the parents worries and can guide them to other services for help if needed. If necessary other support teams can go out with the staff to help answer questions. 
A challenge that School A faces is that some parents and pupils will come into the school with emotional issues. These issues may include poverty and mental health problems within the family. However, if the child is having problems at home there are members of staff called the ‘Family support officers’ that can help with issues at home. The family support officers within school A provide a safe surrounding space for the pupil or families to connect with them and to accomplish or improve their issues. The doors of school A are open at school hour for families to pop in to ask for help. Depending on the severity of the issue, the family support officers can sign post families to other authorities to provide more appropriate support. If there are issues with getting in touch or even going to these services, the school will invite them in where the child or families are comfortable in their school. Derryn Hayes (2017) implied that the police officers are there to support anyone when it comes to issues outside of school. Their aim is to work alongside side the school’s staff and help families/pupils in the best way possible. ‘Police and mental health’ underline that people that experience mental health problems are most likely to become in trouble or have some connected to violence or crime. This suggests that the family support officers that work with the police can help change an outlook and life of a child or even a family. This is why it is important to work with the community to give people the best chance of life. Within school A there are 12 members of staff trained to deliver the ELSA programme to the pupils that are experiencing additional learning needs. The ELSA programme is carried out with individual pupils. However, can work within a small group if the focus is working with friends and a social group. School A provide a safe, calm and relaxing room for these children to engage with. These activities that are delivered and fun and exciting. These sessions run for 6-8 weeks and are 30 minutes long. Having a session running longer than this time the pupils will become fidgety and will not focus. Estyn (2020) relates that schools that best support their pupils with needs are given interventions to aid them with extra resources. This implies that a child with needs can be given a chance to excel by given the right time and resources. The staff that run the ELSA interventions can discuss with parents/guardians on how to follow up these activities at home. Resulting in better progress in the child. The ELSA network (n.d) demonstrates that it is crucial to invite parents on board of their child’s journey and encourages them to meet and discuss what their child has been doing. It was founded by Burton (2008) that children that attended the ESLA programme proceeded to have improved their relationships with their peers in school and families at home. Including parent within their child’s journey could help them understand better the reasons of their child’s needs. 
Throughout my time in School A, I observed how the school works in a way that the community and parents of the children should be proud of. The opportunities that School A give to these children are remarkable Personally, I have learned that it is important to engage with the family behind the school scene. It is crucial parents are aware of what their children are taught so that this can be reiterated in the home environment. When bridging, it was clear that the teachers work hard to bring parents into the school as much as they can so that they are engaged with their child’s learning. Working with the community will encourage the children to help people when needed and make the community a safe space. I was impressed to see the amount of effort the school had put into the service children within the school. Working with vulnerable learners could encourage other children like these to join the school. I took note that these children were taken out on special days to places where they could enjoy themselves and be free. School A is named the school of sanctuary and that all children are welcome to the school. When it is my time to go into schools, working with the community will influence me to take part in working with the community, making sure all the parents are involved in their child’s learning. Such as regular meeting, inviting them into the classroom when appropriate and making them feel comfortable to meet with myself and other members of staff. I feel that my future teaching has been shaped by these positive experiences, witnessing how teachers can impact on the whole community by individualizing the needs of each student. This relates to the pedagogy part of the QTS standards which stipulates the teacher must meet the different needs of learners through knowledge and understanding. Going forward, some ideas that I could use in teacher practise to help with the community is getting involved in after school activities. In particular one that provides exercise for children in a fun way and offering the opportunity for parents to become involved in this too. Furthermore, I would like to provide the opportunity to discuss any concerns and help with practical resolutions. 
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