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	Target 1 
	Read more widely and use my reading more to support the statements I make.

	Target 2 

	Revise how to use punctuation correctly

	Target 3 

	Review Harvard referencing technique

	Target 4
	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.  

	Target 5 
	Look for opportunities to provide evaluative comments by comparing points made by different authors.  


ECAD4010 Cycle 1: Researching the Learning: what, how and why am I teaching?

Title: A critical analysis and evaluation of the observation research tool, ‘Leuven Scale’.
Compare and contrast a range of literature (journals, blogs, government reports, websites, Estyn reports) related to observation of the learning environment within a Foundation Phase (FP) class. The learning environment may include indoor or outdoor spaces and resources. Observation should focus on a small group of learners, using the Leuven scale as a tool. You need to engage critically with the literature in making tentative conclusions about the creation of an effective learning environment. Consideration also needs to be given to the potential impact of using the Leuven scale on your own practice as an ethical researcher and the development of learners. 2,000 words.

Introduction (approx. 200 words):
This assignment aims to critically engage with literature to understand how to create an effective learning environment in a Foundation Phase classroom. Considering how the Leuven Scale is used, and the impact it has on my practise and development of the children. My research question is how independent reading affects pupils’ engagement. I devised my own observation schedule and used the Leuven scale. In the new Welsh Curriculum, schools have replaced Early Years with the Foundation Phase. The main objectives are to encourage children’s initiative and imagination from ages of three to seven. Learning now takes place both inside and outside the classroom. (Twinkle, 2023) At School X, many indoor and outdoor activities took place. 
The curriculum for Wales emphasises on the importance of the learning environments. ESTYN report suggests that the children will experience a child-centred and challenging learning environments, which focuses on the child’s needs. At School X there is a mix of adult-led and pupil focused learning which teachers believe, encourages children to become more independent and inquisitive. (ESTYN, 2017) Unlike the ESTYN report above, The Foundation Phase framework, focuses on play as an effective learning experience. The report suggests that children learn through hands-on experiences, and play is important for an effective learning environment. Whilst at School X children were participating in play which influenced the children’s ways of thinking, ideas and concepts, problem solving and risk taking. (Government, 2015 )

Literature review (approx. 500 words):
The literacy skills within a foundation phase classroom were the focus of my observation. The teaching pedagogy report suggests that practitioners will understand how a child develops. This report suggests that speaking, listening, reading, writing, and thinking are some of the skills that make up language. At School X, I experienced different learning styles, these included singing, storytelling, and lots of play. Storytelling was used throughout the day. Thus, implying that teachers are continuously encouraging literacy skills by reading to them. Practitioners should have the abilities of observing children's development and understand the pedagogy. This could cover a variety of teaching methods, planning, decision-making, responding, reflecting and the reasons why teachers choose to teach in these ways. (Assembly, 2008)
However, a report based on findings on Pedagogy and Understanding, suggests that practitioners are not frequently observing children. This may suggest that more attention to observation is needed. At school X the teachers were observing the children during continuous and enhanced provision. (Government, 2014) Many schools claimed to be changing in how they approach the Foundation Phase, by introducing reading lessons to ensure that pupils are ready for the Year 2 reading tests. (Government, 2014) 
Unlike the other reports, the profile handbook emphasis is on the importance of practitioners using the skill ladder for Reading. This includes reading materials, how to use books and reading tools. A variety of readings are used to assess this skill ladder and activities, such as observing children doing independent reading activities. The skill method was only used during my observation. However other methods such as reading records and home reading was used as an effective way to enhance children’s reading. (Government, 2017)
According to an early year’s pedagogy poster, practitioners should create the environment and make sure the right resources are available so children can improve their skills. This website agrees that monitoring and identifying each child's abilities is a way to support pupils.(Government, 2023)
Another ESTYN report claims that schools are offering pupils the best learning experiences. The activities that the practitioners plan is based on the children’s interest. From reading the report it is suggested that, together, all practitioners design, and evaluate the activities. The school focuses on children exploring the indoor and outdoor spaces independently, which could help with promoting confidence. There are procedures in place to allow practitioners to progress which could imply that each teacher is given the opportunity to professionally develop. (ESTYN, 2020)
Methodology (approx. 300 words): 
As a non-participant, I devised my own observation schedule which allowed me to keep my data organised and in one place. Overall being able to answer how independent reading affects pupils’ involvement. I believed this is an appropriate approach to use for a foundation phase observation. For this assignment I used the Leuven scale. From my experience, the advantages of using the scale are that it focuses on the child’s learning. The Leuven scale also encourages practitioners to be cautious of children’s needs and room for improvement. A disadvantage of the Leuven scale is that it doesn't consider the children with impairments, or additional learning needs which is a major influence on a child’s learning and involvement.
This resource claims that the Leuven Scale puts the child at the centre of learning. Also stated is that the Leuven scale does not consider the children that require extra support. I agree with the claims made in this article as whilst I was observing it was difficult to know whether the lack of involvement was due to additional needs or other requirements as I was unable to ask questions.  (journals, 2011)
The Leuven Scale poster published by Twinkle, agrees with the above report as the scale helps to identify concerns that may be causing the child to not progress and encourages practitioners to act. (Twinkle, 2015)
This source suggests being a participant allows you to gather useful qualitative information. This could suggest that it allows researchers to get a clear picture of how the children are interacting. I agree with this as the more data gathered helps to extend knowledge and understanding. (Prassana, 2022)
Whereas this report agrees that being a non-participant, leads to a realistic learning environment. The report also claims that the research is less complicated.  This could be due to not having to do as much research beforehand such as finding effective questions and information. However, participants can ask effective questions which could allow the researcher to gather an understanding of the reasons behind the actions. (Thompson, 2016)

Discussion and findings (approx. 600 words): IMPORTANT!!
Being ethical was crucial for my observation, I ensured I was conducting my research in an ethical way. I was able to assess pupils’ engagement during an independent reading session. The session was on a Friday afternoon after lunch. The children were unsettled and appeared tired. Child 1 had their head down while flicking through pages and appearing amused by the images. The child was then distracted by others and appeared to have lost interest. Child 2 seemed dissatisfied with the task, she picked up the book and began to read the cover. Then proceeded to read three pages while appearing calm and at ease. Child 3 was smiling and settled down with the book. She asked for help if she became unsure of a word, indicating that she was interested and enjoyed reading. Overall, the results varied, which may indicate that each child are at different reading levels. Additionally, the time of day may have affected the children’s involvement because they had just finished playing. 
Numerous resources suggest that motivating a child to want to read is important for engagement. An article suggests that children can develop a love of reading by participating in independent reading. (Lynch, 2021) The literacy toolkit also suggests that reading for pleasure is crucial to getting a child interested in reading. (Education, 2023) Likewise, another resource implies that encouraging independent reading in children is crucial for developing reading habits, interest in reading, and practise new skills. (Spear-Swerling, 2005)
Firstly, informed consent is crucial as part of being an ethical researcher. Before the school permitted my observation to take place, it was mine and the University responsibility to ensure that I was legally allowed to carry out my observation. I ensured that I was very specific when it came to discussing my observation with the school, this included where the observation was going to take place and what I would be observing. 
The children’s privacy is taken into great consideration. There was an agreement that no private information regarding the child would be breached. For the children to have that confidence in knowing that their information would not be shared, I was very welcoming and considerate. The teacher introduced me to the class and informed the children who I was and why I would be in the classroom. This worked out well because the children were at ease around me outside of the observation. I considered the children’s emotional well-being as I am aware that it could have been intimidating for the children to feel like they are being watched and judged. Overall, I was able to manage the research that I had gathered with confidentiality and anonymity to protect the children’s privacy. 
The University is aware of its responsibilities under the Concordat to Support Research Integrity to make sure that research done under its supervision adheres to ethical standards, conduct procedures, and governance guidelines. The University agrees with the BERA guidelines, that privacy and anonymity is very crucial when it comes to being an ethical researcher. This could imply that it is important that deep and mindful thought is taken place when considering if personal information is recorded. I was very mindful about this and throughout my observation I didn’t address any names or any indications to which school I was in.  (David, 2023)
Similarly, BERA advises researchers to consider whether it is necessary to record personal information and to consider the rights and interests of the children who may be affected by the research. The BERA rules consider the researcher's responsibilities to participants, including the right to informed consent and the right to withdraw. This implies that my role as an ethical researcher should be prioritised by the children involved in my observation. They should be aware that they have the right to not have to participate in my observation and they also have the right to not willing to be included at any given time. (Association, 2018)
All children have rights that are outlined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Children should be asked for their opinions and should be made comfortable with doing so. This could suggest that the children’s wellbeing influences research and is taking seriously. (OFSTED, 2019)


Conclusion and recommendations (approx. 400 words):
In conclusion, I've been able to interact with the research I have gathered to draw conclusions about how to make a Foundation Phase classroom an effective learning environment. I examined how the Leuven Scale was used during my observation and obtained reports to support my conclusions. 
The time that I spent in the classroom will impact my practice as a professional teacher going forward. The research days allowed me the opportunity to explore the day-to-day role of a teacher. I was able to meet different members of staff including the Head teacher, Deputy Head, Safeguarding team and the Family Liaison Officers. Whom provided me with helpful advice on how to make the most of the experience and what I should do to improve my professional learning whilst going forward. I will make sure to stay up to date with the new Welsh Curriculum and its standards especially the Foundation Phase pedagogy for my first year. I will need to engage in more extensive reading so that I cover all these essential bases. I have been able to develop these skills throughout the assignment by reading different types of literature and using these to back up my opinion. I know the importance of keeping a record of my progress, confidentially developing my existing skills. This provide guidance and reassurance as I will understand what is expected from me as a professional teacher and how I am going to achieve this. (Wales, 2020) 
I would make sure to be more sceptical if I were to conduct this research again. The fact that my observation took place on a Friday afternoon have affected my results. Therefore if I was to conduct this research again then I would consider about doing my observation in the morning when the children are more settled. However, I believe my observation went smoothly and I was able to collect data which allowed me to answer my research question. 
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Appendix 1

Professional Reflection 
The Research Days allowed you to start making connections between theory and practice.  Use this template to reflect on your experience as a researcher.

1. Describe ONE of the observations you carried out.  What did you learn from it? Choose another observation, setting how many children were there? What was the context indoor or outdoor? What is free flow? Do not criticize, what did I learn from the observation? Use observation schedule  

How does the use of iPad affect pupils engagement? 
A group of six pupils were allowed to use the iPad to play maths games. Majority of the children were very engaged and enjoyed challenging themselves on the iPads and competing against each other. Some of the children became easily distracted by their peers. They were allowed to sit at the back of the classroom where there were bean bags and chairs for them to sit on. Each child seemed to have chosen a partner to sit by and they were discussing each other’s games and maths questions. 


2.  What were the challenges and opportunities of being a non-participant observer in the classroom? 

Whilst I was observing I came across many challenges and opportunities of being a non-participant in the classroom. It was easy to sit at the back of the classroom without the children noticing me which I believe made the children act more natural as they probably felt less intimidated. Whereas if I was to have been a participant they would have acted differently. I feel like this makes the results of my observation more accurate and reliable. Another advantage was that I was able to complete the observation quicker as I wasn’t having to be involved and my whole focus was on the observation.
There were also some challenges of being a non-participant in the classroom. I was unable to ask questions which I feel would have been very useful and would have made it easier for me to collect effective results. I also believe that being a non-participant can be boring as I just wanted to get involve and participate with the children in the task they were doing. 

3.  In your experience, what were the benefits and limitations of the Leuven Scale as a research tool? Brief evaluation to the Leuven scale in PowerPoint 
From my experience, the Leuven Scale has many benefits and some limitations. The advantages of using this research tool are that it emphasises on purely the child’s learning. The Leuven scale also encourages practitioners to be more mindful of children’s needs and outlines on areas for improvement in the classroom. A disadvantage of the Leuven scale is that it doesn't take in consideration for those children with impairments or additional learning needs which is a major influence on a child’s learning. 
          

4.  What were the main points of learning for you in terms of being a researcher in the classroom? 
The main points of learning for me in terms of being a researcher was to be ethical by ensuring that I didn’t include the name of the school, pupils, or staff. I also had to ensure that I didn’t judge the way the school works or criticised the educational system that they followed. Furthermore, being a skilled researcher was another point of learning where I had to ensure I knew the difference between qualitive and quantitative data for an effective observation. 


5.    What would you do differently if you were to conduct this research again?  Why?
If I was to conduct this research again, I would ensure to be more sceptical. My observation took place on a Friday Afternoon after lunch therefore this could have influenced my results. They may have not settled down from playing outside and they be feeling less engaged with the task due to looking forward to the weekend or having just had lunch.

6.  Discuss any other methods of research you could use in the classroom to improve your practice.  What are the positives and negatives? Instead of using observation you could use other research tools. And why would they be appropriate
I would use questionnaires as another research method that as they are a quick way of me being able to gather results, they are also comparable therefore I am able to retrieve more effective results and they are also practical. Pupils may also enjoy participating in filling them out. Furthermore, questionnaires can be qualitative or quantitative which could enable me to gather more reliable results. However, there are also negatives of using questionnaires especially for Foundation Phase pupils as they may be unable to read or fill out the questionnaire themselves therefore, they may need assistance which could influence the overall results as they pupils’ answers may differ and not be their own opinion. Another negative could be that the pupils may not be truthful with their answer, and some may even skip a question therefore effecting your results negatively
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