WEEK 6: Fieldwork

Required Reading
This week’s reading focuses on aspects of archaeoastronomical fieldwork. You’ve got specially designed notes for this module but it’s important to read others’ thoughts on the same topics, particularly because different structures, ancient or modern, need to be surveyed differently. Ruggles’ book appendix is still considered the go-to guide for fieldwork in our field. However, newer and innovative approaches are being developed by a new generation of scholars. Prendergast wrote the chapter of fieldwork in the Handbook of Archaeoastronomy and Ethnoastronomy and is, therefore, an important work. You should also go back to Silva’s ‘A Tomb with a View’ (from week 5 and repeated below) to consider the new fieldwork methodology developed there, which derives from phenomenological experience and reasoning.


Notes on Fieldwork in Archaeoastronomy [PDF ON MOODLE]
	
Ruggles, Clive, Astronomy in Prehistoric Britain and Ireland, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1999, Appendix (pp. 164-71).

Prendergast, Frank, “Techniques of Field Survey.” In Ruggles, Clive (ed), Handbook of Archaeoastronomy and Ethnoastronomy, New York: Springer, pp. 389-409. [E-BOOK AVAILABLE ON TSD LIBRARY]

Silva, Fabio, “’A Tomb with a View’: New methods for bridging the gap between land and sky in megalithic archaeology.” Advances in Archaeological Practice 2(1), 2014, pp.24-37. [PDF ON MOODLE]

Case Study
Malville, J. McKim, Prehistoric Astronomy in the American Southwest Notes [DOC ON MOODLE]


Recommended resources
National Geophysical Data Center – Magnetic Declination Estimator
http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/geomagmodels/Declination.jsp
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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