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This is the area we discovered through lockdown. We started oft in a
small part of the woodland by a stream and as the days went by and we
as a family got braver we encountered a huge area which kept our walks
interesting through the lockdowns, especially in the summer as we
explored every inch of the Plymouth woods.

Plymouth Great
Wood is a semi-
natural ancient

The area we
given to Cardift

council in the

woodland and has i‘> N A early 1920’s by
been designated asa  FE=EZF |G the Earl,of
Site of Importance “ S\ Plymouth
for Nature D) TR o
i o g [

Conservation
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We spent long summer
days as a family exploring
the area, splashing in the
water, roaming through the
overgrown grass climbing
over trees and inevitably
getting Lost and finding
new paths!
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1. Creeping buttercup
Ranunculys repens
(74)

We enjoyed looking at different

w

- Yellow archangel
miastrum -
galeobdolon
(E6)

2. Wood sage
Teucrium scorodonia
E6)

the different flora in the area.

7. Honeysuckle
Lonicera
periclymenum
(E8)

4. Opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage
Chrysoplenium oppositifolium
(F5)

5. Wood avens
Geum urbanum
M1)

9. Marsh marigold
Caltha palustris
(G3)

Lesser celandine
Ranunculus ficaria (G2)

Silver

Y

Does the leaf
have two red spots
at the top of the
leaf stalk?

Sweet
' JYES Chestnut

ants, trees and leaves to discover

Be asuper spotter!

How many trees can you identify?

i

) Hagel

Field Maple

hich trees they're from?

load on our website!

naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk
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34. Herb-robert
Geranium robertianum

)

32. Foxglove
Digitalis purpurea
)

37. Red campion
Silene dioica
(E1)

36. Rosebay
willowherb ¢
Chamerion
angustifolium
(C4)

38. Early dog-violet
Viola reichenbachiana
(12i)

41. Barly-purple orchig
Orchis mascula ()

40. Sweet violet
y  Viola odorata (1)

i

, pink or purple Sowers




We even
managed to
get up close
and personal

to some

insect life




The woodland is home to many bird species
nestling in the grand oak trees including
blackbirds, song thrush, blue tits, chift
chafts, robins and woodpeckers some of
which we saw on our walks, others which we
could just hear.
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We discovered the woodland was home to
many wildlife such as squirrels, common
shrew, hedgehogs, bats and wood mouse.




There are many original flowering plants
that remain in the woodland including
dogs mercury, moschatel, primrose, monks
hood, yellow archangel and yellow
pimpenel as well as a beautiful stretch of

bluebells.







Post lockdown, things started to
change, more and more rubbish
appeared in the woodland and
the stream. Plastic, paper,
ardboard, trolleys, food waste

and dog Pooh.




This not only aftfected our
walks together, but Buddy
our dog became more
interested with trying to eat
the rubbish. Leading us to
share in conversation about
the other wildlife and sea life
that could be aftected by this
littering.




To conserve the area we
each designed a poster
asking people not to litter,
demonstrating the harms
that littering can cause
and the reasons behind
them. We placed our
posters in the affected
areas and shared our
experience with friends,
via social media plattforms
such as Twitter and
Instagram and took
photos of the poster and
the area into school to
share at circle time.




Asking some of our friends from the
nearby area we headed oft to do a litter
pick, collecting bags of crisp packets,
drinks cans and chocolate wrappers
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ly-ti
mess

outskirts of Cardiff is being ruined
after becoming a fly-tipping hotspot.
There are concerns that Plymouth
Great Wood, on the outskirts of Ely,
has become a dumping ground for
rubbish.
Friends of Plymouth Great Wood
after the fly-tipping was spotted at the
back of homes on Llewellyn Avenue,

The group’s chairman Paul Kemble
came across the rubbish on Saturday
and is calling for it to be removed.

Paul, who lives in Ely said: “In
essence we want to go back to basics
and for the boundary between the
woods and the gardens to be sealed
with new fencing and all of the rub-
bish be remaved.”

He said Plymouth Great Wood wasa
popular area for walkers and dog
walkers and believes it could po-
tentially prove to be as archaeolo-
gically significant as nearby Caerau
Hillfort.

He said this is not the first time
rubbish has been left at the 40-acre
wood.

Paul said he raised concerns five
years ago when a large amount of
rubbish was dumped near the quarry
area in the wood.

Paul said: “With the Local Devel-

opment Plan coming up, this kind of
area will become a premium in the
city and much more valuable so we
need to protect it.”

He said taxpayers have paid for
fly-tipping to be removed in the past
but said the financial responsibility
should now be on those who com-
mitted it

A Cardiff council spokeswoman
said: “Now that this has been brought
to our attention officers have been
sent to visit the site and we appeal for
people to come forward who may
have information about the offenders
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so that they can be prosecuted”

The spokeswoman said Plymouth
Great Wood was not an easily ac-
cessible area and was difficult to
access from the road.

In 2008 the area was excavated and
renovated using specialist contractors
due to the steep banks and poor
access of the site and 25 tonnes of
waste was removed.

Trees were re-planted and top soil
put down on the cleared ground to
retirn the area to a clean and tidy
state for the use of local residents.

# If you go down In the woods today... litter and rotting matertal are what you'll find in Plymouth Great Wood, Ely, Cardiff

fencing but was deemed “imprac-
tical” because of the geography of the
site and the close proximity to
houses.

She said: “We are determined to do
everything we can to combat fly-
tipping which is caused by a few
socially irresponsible people and is
completely unacceptable, There is no
excuse, especially when there are so
many easy and legitimate ways to
dispose of waste.”

For more information about the
group, visit http/friendsofplymouth
greatwood.tripod.com.

Sadly this is not the first nor
will it be the last time the
issue of rubbish has been

raised, however I am hoping

this experience has instilled
how precious the
environment 1S to my
children and they will
appreciate and care for the
areas that are important to
us and the wider community



