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This is the area we discovered through lockdown. We started off in a 
small part of the woodland by a stream and as the days went by and we 
as a family got braver we encountered a huge area which kept our walks 

interesting through the lockdowns, especially in the summer as we 
explored every inch of the Plymouth woods.

The area we 
given to Cardiff 
council in the 
early 1920’s by 

the Earl,of 
Plymouth

Plymouth Great 
Wood is a semi-
natural ancient 

woodland and has 
been designated as a 
Site of Importance 

for Nature 
Conservation 





We spent long summer 
days as a family exploring 
the area, splashing in the 

water, roaming through the 
overgrown grass climbing 
over trees and inevitably 
getting Lost and finding 

new paths!



We enjoyed looking at different 
plants, trees and leaves to discover 

the different flora in the area. 



We even 
managed to 
get up close 
and personal 

to some 
insect life



The woodland is home to many bird species 
nestling in the grand oak trees including 
blackbirds, song thrush, blue tits, chiff 

chaffs, robins and woodpeckers some of 
which we saw on our walks, others which we 

could just hear. 



We discovered the woodland was home to 
many wildlife such as squirrels, common 
shrew, hedgehogs, bats and wood mouse. 



There are many original flowering plants 
that remain in the woodland including 

dogs mercury, moschatel, primrose, monks 
hood, yellow archangel and yellow 

pimpenel as well as a beautiful stretch of 
bluebells.





Post lockdown, things started to 
change, more and more rubbish 
appeared in the woodland and 

the stream. Plastic, paper, 
cardboard, trolleys, food waste 

and dog Pooh. 



This not only affected our 
walks together, but Buddy 

our dog became more 
interested with trying to eat 
the rubbish. Leading us to 

share in conversation about 
the other wildlife and sea life 
that could be affected by this 

littering. 



To conserve the area we 
each designed a poster 

asking people not to litter, 
demonstrating the harms 

that littering can cause 
and the reasons behind 

them. We placed our 
posters in the affected 
areas and shared our 

experience with friends, 
via social media platforms 

such as Twitter and 
Instagram and took 

photos of the poster and 
the area into school to 

share at circle time.



Asking some of our friends from the 
nearby area we headed off to do a litter 
pick, collecting bags of crisp packets, 
drinks cans and chocolate wrappers



Sadly this is not the first nor 
will it be the last time the 
issue of rubbish has been 

raised, however I am hoping 
this experience has instilled 

how precious the 
environment is to my 
children and they will 

appreciate and care for the 
areas that are important to 

us and the wider community 


