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Critically analyse how a local, national or international campaigning organisation has engaged with a topic of your choice over the last year. Your answer should refer to theory and legislation as part of the analyses.  
Introduction  
This assignment focuses on global warming and the activists who seek to improve the effects of the extreme risks that threaten the safety of humanity, the environment wild animals, plant and sea life, as the destruction of global warming are becoming more apparent daily (Jackson, 2020). Through research, over 1,300 scientists confirm that due to intense human activity the planet’s temperatures has risen and will continue to do so. This is now causing previously predicted events in the form of melting ice caps, increase in sea levels, extreme heatwaves and torrential weather threatening the planet’s inhabitants.  
Marris (2019) believes that the younger generation have been aware of the subject of climate change for decades, however it is this generation that have made the biggest impact through demanding action for climate change using the power of social media to globally spread their word for change and the use of their moral authority as children that it is their future at risk (BBC News, 2019). The most infamous activist group for climate change being Extinction Rebellion (XR) that demand the Government declare global warming a ‘Climate ecological emergency’. With 16-year-old Swedish activist Greta Thunberg leading the fight for action against global warming, a massive movement in protest has begun to take effect amongst young activists from protests in the streets to millions of children walking out of school in protest to support this cause.  
Main body  
Gwyer (2020) believes that some actions made by XR have been regarded as extreme rather than being a peaceful protest. It was reported in Cambridge that XR caused chaos by setting up a week-long roadblock and resorting to digging up the lawn of a college, wheeling the dirt to a local Barclays bank and dumping the soil in the bank’s foyer all in the form of protest. Givetash (2019) states in October 2019, XR held protests around the world in at least 60 different countries in mass gatherings which caused extreme widespread disruption and delays. XR use civil disobedience tactics to gain the Government’s attention to their cause by blocking traffic, grounding flights and gluing themselves to each other and public buildings; although it is technically a non-violent form of protesting it causes a lot of chaos to the public and its services.  
Dadd (2019) states that the disruption from protests and demonstrations from XR cost the metropolitan police £37 million from January to October 2019 and this figure will continue to rise. This amount is extreme compared to the £15 million spent on the metropolitan violent taskforce commissioned to reduce violence and knife crime in London. Dadd continues that XR caused extreme disruption at various sites across London, one of which was a fortnight-long protest costing £21 million and a further £16 Million on group protests in April the same year, where during this time 21,000 officers were working around the clock in 12 hour shifts and couldn’t see their families for days. In response to these actions and large expenses, Dame Cressida Dick head of the Metropolitan police stated, “We are certainly at a point where I would say to Extinction Rebellion, this is placing a horrendous strain on London and on the Met’ (Dadd, 2019).  
Armstrong (2019) believes that XR’s destructive and costly behaviour has seen the best result from public support on their protests for climate change. In October 2019 when XR attempted to shut down London a total of 1,642 arrests were made. A yougov poll presented results of the public’s support for XR where the majority were against at 13% strongly support, 23% somewhat support, 20% somewhat oppose and a staggering 34% of the British public opposing XR actions. Leishman (2020) states that due to XR’s irresponsible and illegal roadblock to the city this February, the community of Cambridge created a petition to end the XR’s protesting in Cambridge which has already received more than 2,700 signatures. A co-organiser of this petition commented "We must tackle climate change, but this goes well beyond reasonable protest” and "We have already seen that the promises of XR to let ambulances through are hollow. Could someone die because of this disruption?"  Mahmood (2020) adds that due to the roadblock made by XR in Cambridge, it has been reported that even cancer patients requiring vital treatment haven’t been able to go to appointments. An XR spokesperson commented that they have been working for weeks with the police and ambulance services on alternative routes for the public, but they have not been made aware of any cancer patients trying to get through the roadblock and if it’s an emergency if the blue lights were active they would let the vehicle through.  
As previously stated by Marris (2019), younger generations have been discussing climate change for decades however the subject appears to be more fearful to younger generations now more than ever Carlisle (2019).  In 2018, when Greta Thunberg a 14-year old Swedish girl began walking out of school on Fridays in protest climate change, this action inspired millions of youths to follow her cause marking the beginning of XR. Another 16 -year old activist who began school strikes says it is all because leaders aren’t prepared; not taking them seriously and are attempting to ignore them and do not understand that youths are terrified about their future and want to fight to secure it. Murray (2019) adds that young activists are trying to make their voices heard as there is a matter of urgency regarding their future, Talia Woodin, a youth XR member, states that older generations will not understand this as they and those who came before them were not told you will never have the same opportunities in your future.  
(Marris, 2019) The public have begun to listen and understand more the worries of young activists’ fear of climate change and the future as there have been apparent signs of global warming in the form of natural disasters becoming more frequent now more than ever. There is a common place of blame among young activists that is aimed at the Government for not taking the urgency of climate change seriously and blame to older generations that came before them. The response to this statement is accepted by some, for example the UN Secretary General António Guterres supports youths striking from school stating, “My generation has failed to respond properly to the dramatic challenge of climate change. This is deeply felt by young people. No wonder they are angry.” (Marris, 2019).  
XR as an activist group protest and create some disturbances for their cause but are a non-violent group. Dadd and Grierson (2020) argue that XR recently became part of a list of extremist ideologies by counter-terrorist police meaning they would be reported to the authorities for protest actions (Unknown, 2020). The list is referred to as ‘Prevent Strategy’, the main focus of this is to safeguard young people and adults from risk of exposure to violent extremism; this includes groups such as Islamist ideology, or to Far Right / Neo Nazi / White Supremacist ideology and extremist Animal Rights movements (Wood, 2020). The Prevention Strategy is a Government initiative that aims to support teachers and youth workers in raising awareness of spotting actions of radicalisation. Lilywhite (2020) believes XR responded to this news by spending two weeks disputing the decision to add them to the 12 page booklet, a spokesperson for XR stated that their only aim is to get the government to tell the truth about the about climate change and that they never picked a fight with the police and all they are asking for is their right to protest to be respected. Wood (2020) adds that such acts against protest groups can cause the negative effect of humanity no longer feeling they can voice their concerns becoming afraid of expressing their beliefs on subjects such as climate change. 
Conclusion 
As previously stated by Lillywhite (2020), one of XR’s goals is for the Government to tell the truth to society about the devastating effects of climate change (Rebellion, 2020). XR have 3 main demands that are included in the Three Demands Bill which all demand change in law regarding action to improve climate change. As stated by Marris (2019) and supported by Murray (2019), the younger generation are fearful of the effects of climate change on their future and future generations to come, so XR are taking actions they feel necessary to protect future society. Carlisle (2019), a young activist, stated that XR activists are being ignored and not taken seriously and the effects of this are now a much stronger form of protesting to be noticed by the Government in their cause for change. Gwyer (2020) stated that some of XR’s action is regarded as extreme, for example their protesting in London that caused massive disruption to the city and their roadblock in Cambridge.  

Mahmood (2020) stated that due to the roadblock, ambulances and cancer patients requiring vital treatment could not get through to the hospital. Even though XR aim for only non-violent protest, this action could be viewed as a threat to human life, which is then considered to be a threat to society. Due to actions like these that can potentially cause a human fatality, this could be the reason why XR were added to the list of Extremist Ideologies, as even though XR’s intentions and actions are aimed to help and protect society’s future the disruption that comes with their forms of protest can also put members of the public at risk. Although XR have engaged in what might be considered extreme action in order to raise public awareness, it could be argued that they have been successful in doing so. Even though some of XR’s actions may not be popular with the general public XR have in fact helped to highlight the concerning effects of climate change as a result of their activism. 
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