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INTRODUCTION

	Though many different beliefs and perspectives about the world surround us, these can be universally common shared by the majority of society. But, other philosophical, ethical and practical concerns urgently need to become mainstream. The need to raise awareness can be done in many ways, however the main concern for this writing is through media and visual transmitters. Artists, for example, have the power of changing people’s behavior through their work and transmitting new beliefs and ways of thinking. As Alastair Faud-Luke (2009, pp.xix) said in his book ‘Design Activism’, “The real passion of design is in its philosophical, ethical and practical debate.” 
So, if designers have the oppotunity and capacity of reaching people’s minds and changing the way they think about a desired topic, can this be called design activism?
Looking at the semantics of these words used in the “designing world” there is a main meaning and interpretation for them, as they are related with innovation and desire for a change. According to (Faud-Luke, 2009, pp.1) “Design and activism are words carrying a similar burden. They are conjured in the mind and transport our thinking in diverse ways; they are malleable, easily borrowed and corruptible.” 
This suggests that design can affect topics such as global issues, for example, climate change, which are increasing in a drastical way and isn’t even a priority for most of the leading political forces around the world. There is a need to raise awareness, and here come activists through their media. 
Activists, that is those carrying out the activism, can belong to social, environmental or political movements that are localized or distributed, and that are based upon collective and/or individual actions. They are often allied to, or are, the founders of social movements. (Faud-Luke, 2009, pp.5)
As Faud-Luke said, activists are often the founders of social movements that want to contribute to a change. Moreover, the Cambridge Dictionary conceives activism as “the use of direct and noticeable action to achieve a result, usually a political or social one” So, as designers have the capacity of reaching people’s ways of thinking and perceiving the world, let’s start a movement for a change. 
EXHIBITION
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One of the biggest existential issues for living beings is that we have put our planet in serious danger (NASA, 2019). According to IPCC (2018), we only have 12 years left untill we reach the no return point to safe the planet. The planet which we call our home has been the victim of our selfishness and egocentrism. It has experienced deforestation, natural disasters, extinction of thousand of species, reduction of the ozone layer, excessive CO2 emission, etc. These and many more issues mainly provoked by the human race, are the main cause of climate change and global warming. It is just untill 2030 when we’ll no longer be able to solve what we’ve caused. So, what less than trying to recover or give back to what has been our home for all of our history as a race?
Neil MacGregor, the Director of The British Museum, narrated the history of humanity through a hundred objects for the BBC, but can we really narrate what has happened to us and the world by looking at man made objects? 
Right now there is a need to raise awareness of what we have caused, because no one seems to worry about the importance of climate change. “At the moment we stop behaving as we weren’t in an emergency, we can avoid climate catastrophy.” (Thunberg, 2019). Even though there are evident reasons to start acting for a change, a lot of people still do not believe in climate change and the real danger that we, wildlife and our planet, are in. Even some world political leaders think that global warming is a hoax, for example.
This hazard has taken me to the point of thinking about creating an exhibition where the main purpose is to transmit a feeling of guiltyness and self-conciouness to the viewer. I, as a curator, have the power and the need of doing this, just as Kwanyi Pan said “A curator is not a creator but a facilitator for both the audience and the artists and a messenger who delivers ideas from contemporary society.”, (Kendzulak, 2013). This explains art as a communication cannel where ideas are transmitted with free interpretation for the receiver. 
Those hundred objects exhibited by The British Museum are objects which are mainly chosen to try and show how great humanity has been and how we have evolved. But, as a wave gets bigger causing a tsunami destroying everything it touches, we have evolved to destroy more and more our planet. We really need to panic about what we have done, “I want you to act as if the house was on fire. Because it is.” (Thunberg, 2019).
In response to Thunberg’s plea, I believe there is a need for designers to raise awareness through a mind-changing exhibition, focusing on the enviroment. Even though most activists “orientate around special interest groups gathered around specific issues with an anthropocentric focus… others take a more biocentric focus (e.g. animal rights, environmentalists, anti-nuclear power).” (Faud-Luke, 2009, pp.5). This suggests that whatever topic is chosen to reference an issue, it will make a change for society and the world.
So, the main purpose will be to transmit people the real issues that the human race is provoking: climate change (IPCC, B) and species extinction(IPCC, B3). This catastrophic issues lead to problems such as global warming that then lead to natural disasters. It is all a death chain which we have caused due to deforestation, fuel burning, combustion, CO2 emission, cattle, taking advantage of other species, etc. People need to feel guilty for human behaviour.

With this exhibition, I want to make us feel the way the planet and everything that surrounds us feels about what we are doing to them, just like turning things around. Make us feel like in the middle of a dark hole which is taking everything else slowly. To do this, the exhibition site or space will play an important part on the message trying to transmit. It will be a dark room with light only focusing on the photos which will be positioned in a circle, making the viewer, standing in the middle, feel lonely and just as in a dark hole. For this reason, the message of the photos will be emphasized and will make the viewer feel miserable compared to them and knowing that they are the real cause to these disasters. Probably, the viewers will feel guilty, because they are in the centre of attention and surrounded by the catastrophies they have provoked. 
Moreover, the photos will be framed and printed with sustainable materials, because “Sustainable design is maturing” (Chapman, 2009). Also, we should mention that, due to the setup of the site, there will be a logical flow between the space and the photos which will attract the focus of the viewers.
The selected photos for the exhibition are taken from activists around the world who want to carry a message with their work.
Firstly, I have chosen a photo from Joel Sartore’s National Geographic’s “Photo Ark”. Sartore’s work with over 10 thousand species photographed, is described as “a groundbreaking effort to document species before they disappear—and to get people to care while there’s still time.” (National Geographic, 2019). In this photo, for example, we can see a Barbary Lion, which is currently, along with other thousands of species, extinct in the wild.
[image: Image result for photo ark barbary lion]
       	        Figure 1

João Vianna’s photo of the dolphin with the plastic bag, was captured in the perfect moment. It clearly remarks the plastic crisis and why we need to stop plastic waste to the ocean, which is estimated to be around 5-50 billion fragments (UNEP,2018).
[image: Related image]
          Figure 2

Also, a huge problem caused by climate change is the melting of the poles. This is represented in the picture taken by Ashley Cooper of the polar bear starved to death, because of the fading of their natural habitat. Temperature rise makes the ice of the poles melt, which causes sea level to increase.  This not only affects us, because it is estimated that on 2030 sea level will have raised 60 metres (IPCC), but it also affects species living in cold places. 
[image: Este oso polar fue encontrado muerto en el OcÃ©ano Ã�rtico en 2013. TerminÃ³ reducido a huesos debido a la falta de hielo.]
                         Figure 3

Intentional fires are one of the most unintelligent and selfish things human do to the environment(). They cause severe destruction to wildlife which take years to replace. John McColgan, who works for the Alaska Fire Service, captured the devastating moment of a fire in Montana, USA.
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                 	           Figure 4

Lastly, climate change causes extreme weather, which leads to floods, droughts, etc. This is just one of the main issues that is going to lead to the “Earth’s ongoing sixth mass extinction event.” (PNAS, 2017). The photo taken by ACCIONA (Spain) shows how this affects our surroundings. 
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   Figure 5

As a result, I have put together this photos, for my exhibition, in a circle, creating a dark space in the centre for the viewer. As we can see from the simulation, whoever stands in the middle, will be surrounded by the pictures and will feel oppressed by these, which is one of the main purposes. 
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      Figure 6

CONCLUSION

All in all, this exhibitiom will help to raise awareness about the urgent need to stop climate change, because the planet which we call our home, is calling us murderers. If we do not act, our selfishness will end up destroying everything we know, including our lifes. Why do we want to find other planets with living conditions, if we don’t even know how to take care of the one we have now? We are not going to be the greatest species on earth untill we solve what we have distroyed. “We ought also to extend our concern to future generations, and beyond our own species to nonhuman animals.” (Singer, 2016). A change urges to be done and only us can repair what we have done. So, activists: create for a change. 
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