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Analysis

My essay aims to analyse the work of Doan Laura, a review as well as critical analysis of the works of four major historians in the field of women and war. I aim to provide an analysis of her work it self, in order to get an idea as to who and what this works are made for and based on. What does one get from engaging in this academic source and how this work may have shifted the conversation on the subject .
This analysis was done based on the works of Doan, Laura a professor at the university of Manchester in the fields of cultural history and sexuality, she has created a great piece of writing about the role and outcome of women before, during and after the great war. The author draws her work from the books written by (1) Susan R. Grayzel, Women and the First World War (London: Pearson Education, 2002); (2) Susan R. Grayzel, Women's Identities at War: Gender, Motherhood, and Politics in Britain and France during the First World War (Chapel Hill, NC: U North Carolina Press, 1999); (3) Janet S. K. Watson, Fighting Different Wars: Experience, Memory, and the First World War (Cambridge: Cambridge U Press, 2004); & (4) Nicoletta F. Gullace, 'The Blood of Our Sons': Men, Women, and the Renegotiation of British Citizenship during the Great War (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2002). By critically analysing the evidence provided by primary sources the author tries to challenge the stereotypes as well as the main narratives surrounding the issues of women at war. This work is aimed at women activists, historians and anyone who would like to dive into and have a clearer understanding of where women stood regarding wars before during and after as well as those who would like a new way to approach the subject. The author challenges the opinion of scholars and believes that one should shy way from the surface of the subject and really try to answer the deep questions regarding whether the war outcome was good or bad for women primarily focusing on the change it caused in women’s lives.
The author uses new and old data to try and piece together some of the main issues as well as providing new light to how we should approach the subject. Comparing the gender roles and the restrictions which come with it when one asks questions, acknowledging the differences in gender roles individually. she believes that by drawing from several academics she can ask better questions and provide a clearer path to those wishing to dive into the faded subject of ‘women at war’ and what this means for women in general and how it impacted their lives.
Carefully laying out arguments the author compares arguments from the different sources as to where the most relevant topics are and the points in favour and against. Highlighting key points such as work (paid, voluntary and familial); women in the line of fire (in occupied Europe, military service, or at the home front); morale, morality and sexuality; pacifism and dissent as well as keeping in mind other aspects in which women were extremely involved and some may say that it was necessary for the progress and development of the nation.
By questioning whether the role of women in society was stable or full of contradictions she draws attention to how women were treated and expected to behave within the society during the period of wars. Separating what was lived experience and what was memory clearing out the myths surrounding the subject. She describes the areas where man and women were viewed in the same way and where lines were blurred as well as how women were changing from a private sector to the public sector. Although man and women had different reasons for undertaking the task of fighting or helping in the war their drive was essentially the same patriotism which also provided women with powerful tools to take their place in the war.
Trying to understand the thought process of those who went to war as well as those who called the shots, is not an easy path. I believe the author could have drawn a little more into the daily lives of men and women in the war itself and before the war in order to better map the courage and the strength it took not just to fight the war but also to leave their normal day-to-day lives. Especially women who had no experience in wars or in medicine but undertook the task in order to fight for their country and what they thought was right. 
However, she lay grounds for the amazing contribution women had not just in helping the great fight but also in policy changes such as citizenship the right to vote and the view on those who had partaken in the war giving a voice to women and putting them in forefront of debates and arguments which took many women way from the sexual bias ideas that women were only meant to cook, clean and look after the family creating massive shifts culturally in the society.
This review/essay produced is a great starting point not just for those who are familiar with the subject but also starters who wish to dive into to it. Provides reliable sources and great debate points and questions which are essential to the conversation. A modern piece of scholarship produced in 2006. She has also since this research produced more data into the subject as well as areas surrounding the subject which are eye opening.
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