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Storytelling can support the development of literacy, as it can give children the opportunity to hear how language can be used. (Maureen, Van der Meij and Jong 2018).
Early literacy development occurs in stages and is integral to the future ability of reading, writing and listening skills, therefore storytelling from birth can be beneficial to literacy development. (Maureen, Meij and Jong 2021). However (Bhamani 2020) states literacy development can occur in utero, and that by the end of the second trimester the baby is able
 the hear the mother's voice, and if the mother were to read aloud and often the baby may be able to recognise the Sounds of the words after birth. 
Storytelling has been traditionally associated with books, but as the world of technology has evolved so too has children's access to storytelling (Mertala and Koivula 2020), “Children's use of age-appropriate apps can extend their knowledge and skills in multimodal communication”. (Belda-Medina 2022).

When choosing books for young children it is important that they are suitable for their current developmental stage and through careful selection can enhance not only their pleasure but also the impact storytelling can have on their future literacy development. (Dwyer and Neuman 2008). Similarly, books that are too complex and difficult for the child to understand will result in a lack of interest and engagement and do nothing to promote literacy development, the same is true of a book the is too simple. (Educational Playcare 2016).
By choosing stories. The book itself should be appealing and exciting to the target audience with colourful illustrations to illicit interest. (Stephens 2008). Furthermore, giving children the opportunity to look at images in books will allow them to develop their visual literacy skills, that is to obtain an understanding and meaning from the images that they see. (Schlosser 2019).
[bookmark: _Int_UOD6SeZv][bookmark: _Int_VYUrxDIS][bookmark: _Int_KLI25RM6]Knowing the child and their interests is also important when selecting suitable books for storytelling, Erikson’s theory of Psychosocial development suggests that each stage of development builds off an earlier stage, whether that experience be positive or negative. (Munley 1975). Also supporting this theory, (Welsh Assembly Government 2022) suggests that adults should have a good connection with not only the child but also their home life and use their knowledge of the child's past experiences and current interests, to promote their development. By drawing on and incorporating a child's interest the adult is affording the child a voice and to make their own choices and express their feelings and views following article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. (UNICEF no date).
[bookmark: _Int_qn7FYPoP][bookmark: _Int_6YkKddL8][bookmark: _Int_A6t17mNI]In both the traditional storytelling activity and the digital, the book selected was age appropriate in relation to the group of children involved in the activity. The book had lots of brightly coloured illustrations which allowed the children to follow the story visually, the story was exciting, and required the children to perhaps hypothesize what would happen next. Books that can capture the child's interest, imagination and make sense of what is happening is fundamental to forging an early love of books, leading to future development of reading writing and spoken vocabulary. (Cer 2016).

[bookmark: _Int_BZRzoIel][bookmark: _Int_C71SrhEG][bookmark: _Int_zaVDTjEp][bookmark: _Int_4KA7VsTe][bookmark: _Int_e7W2Hw73][bookmark: _Int_T0krkYtp][bookmark: _Int_Bc0vKVxo]During storytelling children can be exposed to new vocabulary, particularly if the practitioner is using descriptive language, and correct formation of sentences. Lev Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory of cognitive development suggests that children learn through social interactions with someone who is more knowledgeable than themselves, a more knowledgeable other. This can include not only parents, teacher and practitioner but also extend to other children within the group. (Mcleod 2022). (Fisher no date) agrees that children learn from others with more knowledge and experience and suggested that by using descriptive language the practitioner can expose the child to both more information and words, giving the audience the opportunity to make sense of both what they are seeing and hearing.  The wider the range of vocabulary a child has, has a direct corelation on their academic success. A well-rounded development of vocabulary will improve a child’s ability to listen, speak, read and write (Miller no date). In both the traditional and digital storytelling activity the practitioner uses descriptive language to describe both the animals and fruits in the story, and example of the would be describing the giraffe as “Very tall, with a long neck”. Through this the practitioner is not only providing the children with unfamiliar words, but the child is able to begin to develop and understanding of what the words mean. (Lowery no date). 
[bookmark: _Int_F2wIYZwl][bookmark: _Int_lNOjCZ0T][bookmark: _Int_uKUpyYLX][bookmark: _Int_ABkduzPU][bookmark: _Int_DRIZ6zku][bookmark: _Int_8gjgRpVs]The use of different tools during storytelling can not only make the activity more exciting, but also support the development of literacy. An example of this could be the use of technology. Digital literacy for children is described, as children having the knowledge and skills to be able to engage in the use of and take part in both play and socialising through digital technology, whilst maintaining their safety, however the level in which they participate will be dependent on the age of the child (UNICEF NO DATE). For the second part of the activity the practitioner chose to use a laptop as a tool to tell the story, although the children did not use the laptop themselves, they were able to see the visual illustrations of the story and develop and understanding that stories can be accessed through technology and not just books. (The International Literacy Association 2019) suggests that incorporating digital technology with other activities can enhance children's opportunities for development. In addition (The National Literacy Trust no date) states that when used as a tool and in the correct manner, technology can be used to positively support early communication, language and literacy development in an enabling environment. Moreover, (Welsh Assembly Government 2022) curriculum for funded non-maintained settings advocates that effective environments should be communication rich and focus on promoting communication skills and develop them further through a broad range of resources.

Another tool that can be beneficial to literacy development when storytelling, is the use of props. According to (Brun no date) using props during storytelling makes the activity interactive by allowing the children to be part of the story, not only are they more interested and engaged but the activity will increase language development by linking the props to the words and or characters in the story. Similarly (Guyan 2018) states that the use of props can make a story come to life and therefore more enjoyable, and that by using props the practitioner can create an environment that will capitalise on the richness of the languages used by both adults and children. In the traditional and digital storytelling, the practitioner used some real fruits as props, this led to some conversation with the children about the fruits such as shape, texture, taste and smell. Maria Montessori believed that the use of real objects and materials could enrich a child's development, and that imagination stems from the real world. (springstone Montessori school 2019).

[bookmark: _Int_4xjcp68F]Whilst traditional storytelling will always play a part in the development of children's literacy, it is becoming more apparent that Childrens digital literacy is just as important in today's world of technology, as well as enabling children to play communicate and participate, in both academic and social interests, being competent in digital literacy will also enable children to keep themselves safe whilst using digital media, and prepare them for a future that is heavily based in the digital format.  
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