CLCS4007: Athens and Rome – Workshop 10 – Semester 2 (Week 2) – 4/2/13

This week’s in-lecture workshop will be on Thucydides’ description in book 2 sections 47 to 54 of the plague that struck Athens in 430 BC. You should read Thucydides’ account and the article of modern scholarship set below; in conjunction with this make notes to the questions set and bring them to the lecture/workshop on Monday the 4th of February. 

Questions:

1) What social, economic and political effects would you imagine that the plague had on Athenian society?

2) Thucydides’ description of the plague is very detailed, but why should we be cautious when studying it?

3) Why might identifying the disease prove so contentious?


Modern Scholarship: 
Williams, E. W. (1957) ‘The Sickness at Athens’, Greece & Rome 4 (1): 98-103.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/641017?&Search=yes&searchText=Athens&searchText=Sickness&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DThe%2BSickness%2Bat%2BAthens%26fromHomePage%3Dtrue%26acc%3Don%26wc%3Don%26fc%3Doff&prevSearch=&item=3&ttl=3513&returnArticleService=showFullText


Thucydides 2.47-54:
http://www.classicpersuasion.org/pw/thucydides/thucydides-passages.php?pleaseget=2.43-47
http://www.classicpersuasion.org/pw/thucydides/thucydides-passages.php?pleaseget=2.48-52
http://www.classicpersuasion.org/pw/thucydides/thucydides-passages.php?pleaseget=2.53-57


