Using a Welsh cultural artifact as a stimulus (a song, object, painting, photograph) create a resource that is suitable for teachers to use as an inspiration for children's learning. Base your work on a specific theme (either 3-7 years or 7-11 years). Briefly justify your reasoning with references to theorists and relevant current research. 
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The artefact will be a model of a Welsh coracle boat, this will be used as a stimulus to introduce the theme of coracle boats. These boats are one of the oldest designs in history, and are thought to have been used as far back as 10,000 years ago. But they can still be found in use in west Wales today, Cenarth being the main location to find fishermen putting them to good use. The fact that these boats have such a large amount of Welsh heritage and culture surrounding them, makes it an excellent theme to base a wide variety of creative lessons around. Many different subjects can be worked into the theme, examples of which being drama, art, music, film & media and design technology. While Welsh can be entwined throughout due to the local heritage and culture linked to the coracle. 
    This resource and the lessons included are targeted at key stage 2 children, as they are at an age more suited to the lessons involved and will benefit the most from the learning throughout. 
    To introduce the theme of coracles, and maximise the pupil’s engagement, the pupils will be taken on a trip to Cenarth. In the morning, the pupils will be taken on a tour around the town. during this they will be taking photos on school iPads of anything they find interesting both aesthetically or otherwise. After lunch, they will then go down to the river and watch a coracle demonstration by local fishermen. Finally, they will be given clipboards, paper, pans and pencils, and tasked with drawing the coracle boat that will be in front of them. The boat will be on land so that they can interact with it and see every angle. They must also label the pictures they have drawn based on the knowledge they gained from the demonstration. The lead demonstrator will also be present to assist in this if needed by the pupils. 
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The three main subjects that will be taught through this theme will be art, design technology and music. I believe these three subjects can be best linked to the theme of coracles because of the general nature of the subject lessons when being taught. Throughout the teaching of each subject the pupils learning will be enhanced through investigation into the visual and expressive arts. 
[bookmark: _Hlk497326058]    The first lesson will be an art lesson, based around the pictures taken by the pupils on the visit to Cenarth. The pupils will be first introduced to the Welsh artist kyffin Williams, who was a landscape painter born in llangefni. They will be shown a number of his paintings, and be asked to have a discussion in their groups about the examples. Key questioning will be used by the teacher to get the pupils to discuss things such as, what they like and don’t like, what type of a man do they think he was, and what emotions they are getting from the paintings. This will develop skills such as “describe and make comparisons” (Gouvernment, n.d.) and “experiment with and examine the methods used by other artists” (Gouvernment, n.d.). The national curriculum also states that “pupils should be inspired by local and Welsh art, craft and design” (Gouvernment, n.d.). The pupils will then be given printed pictures that they themselves took on the trip to Cenarth, and told that they must recreate one of these pictures by using one of several methods. They may choose from, water based paints, oil paints, coloured pencils and chalk. But it must be done in the style of kyffin Williams, examples of his work can be seen in the appendices. The reason for the choosing his work is that is that he uses a relatively simple style. This gives the pupils an achievable task, and not one that they will instantly feel is beyond their capabilities. This will especially benefit pupils who are less confident in art and help advance their creativity by teaching them a new creative skill. Giving pupils the option to choose their own materials lets them explore their own creativity. They themselves go through a complex thought process of what materials am I good with, what results could I get from each material, all the benefits and disadvantages of each method of recreating that picture. This advances their investigation skills in art much more than if they were not given any choice in the task “pupils should investigate the properties of materials and processes” (Gouvernment, n.d.). I believe pupils should be given some form of choice to make in any creativity task, whether it be how they go about the task or what the task is itself. Whatever method the pupils chose to recreate the pictures, the skills they will be developing will largely remain the same during the making process. “explore, experiment with and apply the elements of the visual, tactile and sensory language of art, craft and design” (Gouvernment, n.d.) during the making process the pupils will be exploring many of the elements of art, including colour, shape, texture and shade. A key aspect of the learning is how they explore these elements with the different methods, as they will get different results with each. The pupils will have more than one lesson period to work on their art. This is important as it allows the pupils to experiment and really engage with the task instead of just rushing to finish it in time. When a pupil finishes one piece of work they will then be encouraged to recreate a different picture with a different method. 
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They then get to further advance the skills mentioned earlier by experimenting with different techniques and results. Making the pupil chose both a different picture and different method ensures they do not have the same experience and are being challenged 100% of the time. This stops the learning from slowing down or stopping completely because the child is not just re doing something he or she has already done. “Rationale for the integrated arts ode reflects the developmental stages in a child, to facilitate the genesis of children’s ideas and to help manifest the genius of their expression.” (Bloomfield, 2000) – Page 8. Throughout the making process the pupils will be encouraged to move around the classroom (within reason) and discuss their pieces of art with their classmates, as long as the discussing is entirely task orientated. This allows them to gain new techniques and gain different views on things that they may not have come up with themselves. Pupil discussion is an important tool, as I discovered on teaching practice. Many pupils feel more comfortable discussing their work with a classmate than with a teacher. This can be because they feel their work is not good enough, or they fear their answer is wrong. They would rather become introverted and not engage, than risk the embarrassment of being wrong or unsatisfactory. So, allowing pupils to discuss their work and ask questions with a fellow pupil can be massively important to the progress of that child, especially to those who are more likely to become introverted. At the end of the making part of the lesson, all the work will be placed on a table to be viewed by the whole class. Pupils will then be encouraged to point out things they like or as questions of how certain things were done. “Dylan Wiliam describes assessment as the bridge between teaching and learning62. There is no automatic relationship between what is taught and what is learned and we can only find out what actual learning has taken place through sound assessment.” (Donaldson, 2015)- Page 76. Negative comments will not be allowed for obvious reasons, and the pictures will have names on the back to keep them anonyms, unless a pupil chooses to answer a question about their work. “Art-making includes all the participatory experiences or practical engagement of children as they learn how to dance, to paint, to write, or to compose music.” (Bloomfield, 2000) – Page 4. This lesson also covers the ESDGC themes of “the natural environment” and “choices and decisions” (Gouvernment, n.d.).
    The second lesson will be a music lesson based around the theme of coracles and linked in with Welsh musicians. In a previous lesson the pupils will have experimented with and learnt the eight elements of music, giving them a good base knowledge on which to build from in this lesson. The introduction of the lesson will be spent familiarising the pupils with different songs by famous Welsh musicians. Some they are more likely to recognise than others. The four songs the pupils will listen to have been chosen specifically for the differentiations between them in regard to the eight musical elements. 
· Stereophonics - Dakota
· Tom Jones - Green green grass of home
· Karl Jenkins - Adiemus
· Katherine Jenkins - Time to say goodbye
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After listening to each piece of music, the pupils will be asked to describe each musical element for that particular piece of music. This will be a teacher and pupil discussion based task, and will not involve any worksheets, as the purpose of this introduction is just to reinforce the learning done in the previous lesson. As well as further advancing their appraising skills by them “being given the opportunity to, listen to and appraise music and being able to make distinctions within the musical elements” (Gouvernment, n.d.). The main body of the lesson will be focused on giving the pupils the opportunity to expand on their knowledge of the music elements and develop their composing and preforming skills. The task will be to, in groups of 4-5, compose and piece of music and preform it as a group. The regulations are that the song must be about the theme of coracles, must be 30 seconds to a minute long, and must have music. Apart from that the pupils are very much free to explore and advance their music creativity in this task. Each group will be given a list of words that tie into the theme of coracles to assist them in writing the lyrics if they wish to use them. They will have access to a range of musical instruments, including but not limited to, drums, maracas, triangles and xylophones. They will not be directed to produce their pieces of music in any particular structure, meaning the differentiation between each piece of music should be significant, which will be important for the plenary of the lesson. During the composing part of the lesson the pupils are developing skills such as “improvise, compose and arrange music” “Develop and refine musical ideas, and evaluate their work in order to improve it” (Gouvernment, n.d.). During the composing part of the lesson the teacher and TA’s should be monitoring the groups to both ensure the pupils are on task and offer any assistance if needed. Once the pupils have fished their pieces of music, each group will perform their work to the rest of the class one by one. While one group is preforming, all remining pupils will be tasked with describing three of the musical elements in line with each piece of music they listen to except for their own. They will do this individually and must describe the same three elements for each performance. While doing this they will have the list of musical elements in front of them to aid them. The elements will also be described and explained on these sheets. After each performance, there will be a short break for the pupils will discuss and compare their finding with their own groups members on their table. This will further reinforce their knowledge of the musical elements as well as help advance their appraising skills, in particular “Discuss and evaluate music, making connections between their own and others work” (Gouvernment, n.d.). When the groups are preforming their work, they will first introduce their piece of music. Stating its name and their own names as the artists. They will then preform their piece, and take a bow to a round of applause, as professionals would. Doing these little things will add an element of fun and comedy to the exercise, hopefully calming any pupils that may be nervous about preforming in front of their classmates. By preforming their work, the pupils are developing skills such as “sing with increasing control of breathing, posture, diction, dynamics, phrasing, pitch and duration” and “play instruments, using appropriate playing techniques and with increasing dexterity and control of sound” (Gouvernment, n.d.). 
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The length of this lesson can be adjusted as necessary, depending on the ability levels of the class, and schedules of both the class and the equipment. I believe this lesson is very effective at developing many skills from the composing, appraisal and preforming areas of the national curriculum for music. Also, the large amount of choice the pupils have throughout the making process allows them the really explore their creativity, as well as developing their skills in the ESDGC theme of “choices and decisions” (Gouvernment, n.d.). An optional addition to this lesson would be recording the performances, this would create a good opportunity for comparative work in future music lessons. As well as creating cross curricular learning opportunities, such as pupils recording the performances themselves, and possibly even editing them. This would develop their “digital competency” (Gouvernment, n.d.). 
    The third lesson will be a design & technology lesson based around making a model of the coracle. The pupils will go through the four main stages, research, design, make and evaluate. This lesson will most likely span a whole term, in order to get the best results. Firstly, the pupils will be tasked with researching the history of the coracle. Such as, the creator, its main uses, materials it can be made from and where around the world they have been used. This research will be done individually, and should be added information to the knowledge the pupils will have already gained during their trip to Cenarth. The next step will be the design process, the pupils will use the drawings they did of the coracle boat in Cenarth to assist them in designing their own. They must take many factors into account when creating their designs. The first being that it must have the basic structure of a coracle boat. And it must also be able to float while containing a passenger, but apart from these two specifications, they are free to be as creative in their designs as they want. Their boats may be any colour, made from any material provided, and may include any added extras they feel will be beneficial to the boats overall function. This allows the pupils to develop their creative thinking, as they are not just following a very specific set of guidelines set by the teacher, which would hamper their creativity. The materials they will be given include, but are not limited to, lollypop sticks, glue guns, scissors, various types of paper and card, fur like materials and decoration materials. During the design process, the pupils will be developing curriculum skills such as “investigate how existing products look and function as a source of ideas for their own products, e.g. examine a range of products related to their task, toys, healthy eating” , “demonstrate their creative thinking when considering and recording solutions to problems that arise during their designing and making, e.g. realise that it would be quicker and easier to use ready-made materials, components and ingredients rather than make their own” and “evaluate their design ideas as they develop, considering the needs of the user” (Gouvernment, n.d.).” Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including those that promote problem solving, creative and critical thinking” (Donaldson, 2015) – Page 65. 
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As well as the design process, the next step, making, will be the most time-consuming part of the lesson. Once the pupils are happy with their designs, they will begin to make them with the materials provided. This is the part of the lesson that will require the most assistance from the teacher and TA’s. As it is very likely that pupils will add complex aspects to their design, with no thought to their actual ability to make that aspect. While the pupils will need assistance, it is important to avoid actually working on their boats for them wherever possible, as they will not benefit from that in the long term. I would advise demonstrating, before getting the pupil to at least attempt it themselves. Safety will be key in this part of the lesson, and the pupils should be advised on how to use any possibly dangerous tools beforehand with a demonstration, and should be observed as much as possible when using them. These include, glue guns, saws, files and scissors. During the making process, the pupils will be developing curriculum skills such as “work to their specification/recipe to make products” , “choose appropriate materials, ingredients, equipment, tools/utensils and techniques, from a range made available to them” , “measure, mark out, cut, shape, join, weigh and mix a range of materials and ingredients, using appropriate tools/utensils, equipment and techniques” , “find alternative ways of making if the first attempt fails” and “apply appropriate finishes to their products” (Gouvernment, n.d.). The final part of the process will be the evaluating aspect, for this each child will in turn test their boats ability to float while containing a passenger. Each pupil will take it in turns to place their boat in the sink full of water, and place the action figure provided in the boat. If the boat stays afloat for at least 10 seconds, it is successful. After the test, the pupils will then evaluate the success or failure of their boats in writing. This will include, positive aspects, negative aspects, and how they would improve both their design and making if given the task again in the future. “The validity of any assessment rests on its relationship to the purposes and intended outcomes of the teaching and learning process.” (Donaldson, 2015) – Page 75. Overall, I believe this lesson covers all aspects of the processes involved in design & technology when creating something. It gives pupils enough guidance and structure that they will not feel lost or confused at what they are supposed to be doing. But at the same time allows the pupils to express their creativity through the range of choices and decisions they must make themselves. It also covers the ESDGC theme of “choices and decisions” (Gouvernment, n.d.). Like the music lesson, cross curricular aspects could be introduced. Aspects of “digital competence” (Gouvernment, n.d.) are already present in this lesson, through the use of computers during the research. But this could be expanded on in a number of different ways. Such as getting the pupils to record the testing of their boats on iPads, or partially designing their boats with an app. 
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 In conclusion, I believe my theme of coracle boats is an excellent example of a theme that is heavily linked with welsh culture and history. Which allows for man cross curricular learning opportunities. For example, both Welsh language, and Welsh history lessons can easily be taught with this as a theme due to the amount of Welsh heritage and culture surrounding it. “Teachers are important because they are cultural gatekeepers. They can literally open doors for pupils to enjoy their local and national heritage, for instance through visits to museums, galleries and libraries.” (Grigg, 2010) – chapter 1 page 3.  The fact they have been in use for 10,000 years also makes it possible to teach many areas of history through this theme. For example, these boats were used to provide sustenance for soldiers during the battles between the Celtic nations and England. I also believe that the trip to Cenarth combined with the history behind the coracles makes it a very interesting theme for the pupils, and will keep their engagement levels high throughout the lessons. The lessons themselves, while providing enough structure for the pupils to work confidently from, allow the pupils to be creative in multiple ways. Giving them a platform to develop their creative thinking, while at the same time covering many curricular skills from all three subjects the lessons are based on. As well as skills from subjects involved thematically, such as ICT. They also cover themes from ESDGC such as “choices and decisions” and “the natural environment” (Gouvernment, n.d.). It is also important to note that the success and the learning when teaching creative arts can be massively effected by the effectiveness of the teaching. “The reaffirmation of the arts in primary school also relates to the teacher’s role in meeting requirements and facilitating learning in the key areas of creating, realising and responding to art works, whether produced by the children or selected received works of art.” (Bloomfield, 2000) – Page 6. Overall, I feel that this resource highlight how important investigating the visual and expressive arts is in enhancing children’s learning. The fact that Welsh artists are a common theme throughout the lessons enhances the activities themselves. I believe it achieves this by giving pupils relatable information. If a child relates to something, they are more likely to be engaged with it. So, the fact that these artists are from the same country as most of the pupils, and in some cases the same cities or town, will excite the pupils, and keep them engaged throughout the lessons. This resource directly links to the influence of the environmental, cultural and historic aspects of education. Through the use of a theme that is heavily linked with the outdoors, meaning the trip has many environmental aspects. And the theme of coricals having a long and rich cultural and historic heritage. 
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