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Introduction

This essay will contain 2500 words of information about the analysis of the childhood emergency, including the social and historical construction of the family. The discussion will be centred on historical events and information that has been updated to the present, as well as a study of policies and laws and how they have changed and affected how families and children are socially constructed over time.

Definition of childhood.
Since childhood is a cultural and social construction, there is not a universal definition that applies to all children. Childhood is understood in a variety of different contexts. Childhood is defined as the age range between infancy and adolescence, or between ages 1-2 and 12–13. (myexamsolution, n.d.) Understanding childhood requires consideration of a specific cultural and social setting, as well as a specific period in history. Childhood in Mexico differs from that of childhood in Madrid, London, India, and many other nations. (Terredasie.com, 2013)
   In the developed nations for instance the law, social group and family, they extend the childhood time for the children when the economy status is more higher, they will protect the children seeing them as innocence as they need protection, the children have responsibility to work, safety, house, food or provide for the family. Gunn, A.C. (2017) When the child is living in poverty the economic status is lower, the childhood will finish earlier because, the child Is more likely to experience health problem including poor nutrition mental health problems, insecurity off Safety, a home in a stable family situation.  (Public Health Scotland, 2020) In most of the case the children have to start to work at a very young age to provide for the family, some girls to find an escape from a poor lifestyle, they get married before they are 18 years old, the children can take bad decision there are risks for be addict to drugs and alcohol and being in a toxic social cycle. In the country where religious beliefs are strong and follow the old rules, the childhood of the girls is finish when she starts to have her first period and she had to get marry soon. (Terredasie.com, 2013)


Family diversity and changes seen in the lives of children and their family from historical to present time.
Definition of family:
A family is a group of two or more people who are related by marriage, birth, or adoption and who have lived together. (GOV.UK, n.d.) Families play a significant role in the social development of society, are in charge of the upbringing and socialization of their children and install values of civic responsibility and social integration. (Alan John Barnard, 2017) The primary functions of the family in society should be to socialize children, provide emotional and practical support for the family members, control sexual reproduction, ensure economic security, and give members a sense of social identity. (www.ons.gov.uk, n.d.)
Family diversity refers to all the various types of families and family structures that exist in modern society as well as the traits that set each of these groups apart from one another. (www.youtube.com, n.d.) Traditional nuclear families, symmetrical families, extended families, single people, same-sex couples, and polygamy are just a few examples of the various types of families that exist today. (Tutor2u, 2010)
The history the background of childhood.
It took our culture a long time to realize that a child is not an object and needs to be protected. L'Enfant et vie families sous l'ancien régime, written by Phillippe Aries published in 1960 (translated as Centuries of Childhood: Social History of Family Life in 1962), is considered the seminal work on the history of childhood (John,H 1974). Aries is the first person to correctly identify the modern scholarly treatment of the history of childhood. He also made the key point about the central point that the childhood is a social construction, in the past the level of the child carriers very low and the children are more likely to be killed, abandoned, beaten, terrorized and sexual abuse. (Aries, 1973) 
  In medieval society, there was no concept of childhood; kids lived and worked alongside adults, wearing the same clothes, and engaging in the same activities (John, H 1974). Childhood is a relatively new idea that didn't exist in the medieval era, according to Phillips Aries. All people who are not infants are treated as adults, given adult clothing, and given adult roles at a very young age. Around seven years old they are seen as a little adult (John, H 1974).



Child Labour
 In the 1800s, using children as workers and servants was a common social aspect of the economy. (Kirby, P. 2003).  Dysentery-related malnutrition was the leading cause of mortality in children aged 3 to 4 years old. The children, who were around 8 years old, were sent to various households to learn various skills, including domestic duties for girls and handling weapons and working as adults. (Thompson, 2020). Because they worked for more than 12 hours per day without breaks or lunch, they were at risk for developing health issues and missing out on education because they were more focused on their jobs than their studies. They were not only required to work for more than 12 hours straight without proper clothes, food, or breaks, but they also received inadequate pay. Today in the modern time, in a poor country the children are still send my family to work, because they're living property, they have to work to support the family and they still don't have access to education, healthcare and are not in the safe environment, country as India, Africa and few European country, they still use a child for work (Child Labour2006)
Change to childhood since Victorian times
Beginning in the middle of the 19th century, society's attitudes toward children began to change, and childhood gradually came to be seen as a distinct stage of life distinct from adulthood, requiring protection from the difficulties of adult life, especially work, and more guidance and nurturing through education (Thompson, 2020).These beliefs were reflected in the introduction of several social policies concerning employment and education, and the creation of organizations devoted to child welfare gradually altered the status of children.(Kirby, P. 2003)
The below-mentioned changes have taken place over a very long time, beginning in the 1830s with the first laws prohibiting child labour and continuing up to the present day with the emergence of "children's rights," promoted by the United Nations. (Victorian Children, 2012)   
[bookmark: _Hlk124361587]Few of the change in the Victorian time start to be in the favour of the child, was created regulation and restriction on child labour led to the eventual exclusion of kids from paid employment. (Thompson, 2020) Educational the state implemented compulsory education, the rise in educational funding, and the raising of the school graduation age.
The medicalization of childbirth and early childcare – In place of high infant mortality rates, the NHS now offers comprehensive maternity and early childcare services to mothers and children. There is now legislation that prohibits children from engaging in a wide range of potentially harmful and hazardous activities. (Hesketh, T,2006). Children are now the subject of greater financial investment than ever before, thanks to the emergence and expansion of a variety of specialized goods and services catered specifically to kids and their growth. Child Welfare - The introduction of child protection and welfare legislation and its expansion into every area of child services through recent Safeguarding policy (Hesketh, T,2006).
Children now have more of a voice in society thanks to the recent growth of the "rights of the child" idea. (Victorian Children, 2012)
After so many years in the world it's a big improvement an outcome regarding, children, childhood end families. The law, government and families, they work together following all the legislation and policies to ensure that all the children an member of family they are safe and children have a childhood without do you have any worries end past to don't repeat again.
[bookmark: _Hlk124362791]Legislation and policies surround safeguarding children.
· The Children Act 1989
· The United Nations convention on the Rights of the Child 1992
· The Human Rights Act 1998
· The Education Act 2002
· Every Child Matters (2003)
· Designated Safeguard Lead (2004)
· Equality Act 2010
· Children and Families Act 2014
· Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018
· The Children and Social Work Act 2017
· Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019


After all the improvement, some family and children are still vulnerable, Risk factors such as a child's disability, a parent's depression, a parent's history of abuse and victimization as a child, domestic violence, family substance abuse, poverty, neglect of the child, social isolation, neighbourhood violence, and/or unemployment are examples of risk factors that characterize families as being vulnerable. (Hughes, L. and Owen, H. 2009)The government and social services they worked together and help all the vulnerable family.   Safeguard is the process of protecting members of family/ society from neglect abuse and danger (Hughes, L. and Owen, H. 2009)

The plans and initiatives of government organizations, including those that provide health and social services, welfare benefits, education, and other services, are referred to as social policy. We must be aware of the potential effects on family functioning and relationships as the government develops broad-based policies to improve lives. (GOV.UK, n.d.) Although supporting families is an explicit goal of some public policy and an implicit one in other areas, supporting or unintentionally negatively affecting strong family relationships is not always anticipated or understood across government. Family-related laws and policies include the following together with the previous legislation are present in the essay about the child, are follow to help the vulnerable families (Thompson, 2015)
· Maternity and Paternity Policy: The Paternity Act of 2010 and the Employment Protection Act of 1975.
· the Marriage (Same-Sex Couples) Act of 2013 and the Civil Partnerships Act of 2004.
· The Child Benefit Acts (1975) and significant amendments (1998 and 2013) were amended by the Adoption Act of 2002, which went into effect in 2005.
· Income Support for Lone Parents since 2014 has changed. (Thompson, 2015)




Conclusion 
In conclusion, we can see how the world change overtime after reviewing all the information. Change should begin at the point where children were deprived of a childhood due to abuse, neglect, and lack of care. Bing also treated as adults when they were still very young and innocent. Overtime the interest in the childcare, and well-being become more conscious and important. Everyone, but especially the family, needs to care, protect, and love them. (UNICEF UK, n.d.) A significant step in human evolution has been made in the last few centuries with the creation of legislation and policies aimed at safeguarding all children and families. Understanding of the needs, rights, and prevention of child abuse and neglect is aided by laws like the Safeguarding Children Act, the Education Act, the Mental Health Act, and the Children Act. (Thompson, 2015). The social services government should step in and help following all the rules. When a child is feed, having clothes, access to education and health is a abuse.. If one of the members of the family is violent and has appropriate behaviour, all of the family members will be at risk. It was sad because there are still families and children living in conditions similar to those from 100 years ago in some parts of the world. I know it's impossible to stop abuse everywhere in the world. The poor nations will always face a higher risk of using and abusing children. The word has made efforts to prevent this kind of abuse. Hopefully, charity’s, organizations, and government will assist everyone who is in need. What matters is that today's youth enjoy happy childhoods and that I live in a secure environment free from worry. (UNICEF UK, n.d.)
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