** NB** its unfinished uploading for initial discussion, areas marked with * are still be to composed.
A New Dawn for Heritage? Are ‘we’ humanity arriving at ‘our’ evolutionary reflection of past, present, futures through heritage discourse?
This discussion paper aims to give a ‘clunky’ snapshot over the past millennia, identifying critical moments (in time) of the origins of heritage discourse creating the timeline of heritage (and its purposeful) progression to arrive us at today’s (proposed) ethnic-onto-epistemological awakening of heritage? This awakening of a new dawn of heritage, drives the paper to create discussion on the present triggers of the hopeful, progressive new dawn for the sustainability of heritage and its regenerative future, built on past onto-epistemological analysis.
9th Century - The only sensible place to begin this papers millennia snapshot would be the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles as this was the ‘first continuous national history of any western people’ (Swanton, M. 2000). Written over several centuries by church educated Anglo-Saxon individuals. Here the paper dissects the authors of the chronicles as agents of the origin of heritage, as Stanley (1996) identifies the purpose of the texts are ‘revival of learning’ and ‘revival of English-National awareness’. Bell (1960) proclaims that the chronicler Gaimer that King Alfred ‘caused a book to be written in English about the events and law made by kings’. This 9th Century snapshot can identify the origins of heritage, this paper presents these historical agents as architects of the origin of heritage as we define it today ‘embodies acts of remembrance and commemoration while negotiating and constructing a sense of place, belonging and understanding in the present’ (Smith, 2006). The identification here also how heritage is used as political tool indicated by Harrison (2010) ‘Heritage can act as a symbol of political struggle…ownership considered to give their possessors political power’. It is also important to mention here that Swanton points out that certain additions to the chronicles, added ‘Saga’ to have effect of poetic transmission, identifying these agents recognizes the value of performance in their heritage compositions. Which leads to Huntingdon.
11th & 12th Century - The history of The English People 1000-1154. Henry Huntingdon. This chronicle can be said to be the most prolific texts to be survive, giving in-depth reflection of the time importantly through the lens of an Archdeacon and canonry of Lincoln, and was part of the king’s (Henry II) entourage, well informed on the current political realm. The instruction for Henry to write a ‘Narrative’ of the histories of the (then) perceived Kingdom of England and the ‘Origins’ of its people. (Greenway, 2002). Poignantly the text was formed in units, that were manageable to be read aloud on a certain occasion. Its also worth noting very few lay men were not educated to read (especially Latin) in ‘the most celebrated of islands’, therefore the obvious purpose was to relay the narrative of history and origins of its people for mass consumption in a performance manner. Orientating the narrative of formation of ‘Nationhood’. As Coser (1992) who, citing Halbwachs (1992) argues that these key ‘Medieval authors intentions, their bias shapes the origin of our heritage as a form of collective memory, a social construct shaped by the political, economic and social concerns’. This paper’s obvious use of Halbwachs theory draw the discussion of the origin formulations of heritage, using the field of collective memory, the social construct by performance of the (mentioned) agents through (our now recognized) heritage discourse, for the use as political tool. It is pertinent to add the religious agenda of medieval writing, which did see liberalization of this agenda with independence of the creation of universities.
13th Century - The Birth of Universities. King Phillip of France gave powers to students and masters- protecting rights of members of Universitas, in the end the union of was established giving powers of the right to debate, establish curriculum, autonomy to chose members, protection form persecution. (www.vlib, 2020). This pioneered academia throughout the (we now see as) Central Europe. **Expand**
The timeline takes a leap to the time revered as the age of Enlightenment.
17th -18th Century – Era of Radical Enlightenment. Israel (2001) assertively claims this had the most ‘shift’ of knowledge and the correlating ideas. The Scientific Revolution, coupled with the Industrial Revolution Israel argues ‘In this revolutionary process, which effectively overthrew all justification for monarchy, aristocracy, and ecclesiastical power, as well as man's dominance over woman, theological dominance of education, and slavery, substituting the modern principles of equality, democracy, and universality’. 
This era is relatively obscured from national histories and nation’s heritage discourse, as the Enlightenment was in-fact the evolution across the (now considered) western world confirms Israel. Author of ‘Narratives of Enlightenment’ O’Brain (1997) pins key historians/agents of the era Hume, Voltaire and Gibbon as the approach to ‘transform their readers sense of national awareness through the re-writing of their narrative of history’ these instigators of a meta-narrative ‘Historicist’ outlook (Iggers,1995) culminating in the narrative of an European collective sense of heritage, derived through the nuance of their cosmopolitan neo-classical values of superior taste, bourgeois political aspirations, aristocratic consumer taste (Newman 1987). The era demonstrates how our comprehension of heritage, the constructs for dissemination of it, are recycled ‘there is no past out there or back there. There is only the present, in the context of which the past is being continually re-created’ Urry (1990) simplifies. 
During these centuries witnessed the rampage of the claiming of the new world, with colonization, imperialism deemed as an acceptable, powerful right by the ruling elite. Smith (2006) captures this distinct sense of rights, as parts of society, individuals, groups, communities possess the ‘ability to have their values and meanings taken up and legitimized than others, and power both moulds and is moulded’. This draws the Urry’s previous quote the re-creation by and for those in power to mould, reconceptualize their heritage discourse. This is perfectly summarized by Graham et al. ‘the view of heritage in any given society will inevitably reflect that of the dominant social, religious or ethnic groups…reflection not only of the political, economic and social power of these groups but also, in some measure, of the power of heritage itself as a legitimizing discourse to not only validate but also reproduce certain social and cultural values, experiences and memories’. The undoubted evidence relays the case that heritage discourse is that of a ruling/influential hegemonic elite. This leads to modern academia. Which aligns with Smiths ‘Uses of Heritage’ which is termed a ‘Modern Classic’ by Joar & Holleland (2018) is accountable for shaping modern heritage studies, within this book Smith really scrutinizes this hegemonic characterization of heritage as Authorised Heritage Discourse.
20th – 21st Century – Authorised Heritage Discourse. The field of heritage studies is asserted by Smith that it is a hegemonic ‘authorized heritage discourse’, which is reliant on the power/ knowledge claims of technical and aesthetic experts, and institutionalized in state cultural agencies and amenity societies. This discourse takes its cue from the grand narratives of nation and class on the one hand, and technical expertise and aesthetic judgement on the other’.
** Universality – globalisation


Present triggers – Ethnical - Future awakening:
**Anthropocene,
**Climate,
**BLM,
**Covid -19

The clunky timeline arrives the discussion to our knowledge and understanding of being – Onto-epistemological reflection of humanity defined through heritage discourse, however now the discussion paper urges the concept of an awakening triggered by our ethnical fabric within societies and for all of humanity, ethnic-onto-epistemological response to our present global issues/crisis. Our current heritage discourse can construct the profound societal values for its sustainability of the future, and its generations.
****conclusion, awareness that his paper is of western discourse bias, however the said new dawn is less discriminate ‘Dissonance’ expansive application of a global audience
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