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This Chapter will outline the ways that research will be conducted to answer the question; What is the extent of Domestic Violence Related Crime in the Cardiff Area and is the Crown Prosecution Service doing enough to tackle this? Prior research shows that there is a high proportion of Domestic Violence within the Cardiff locality and that it may be a higher concentration within poorer communities. As highlighted in the previous chapter, Cardiff contains a high percentage of poor communities, higher than most parts of Wales. Previous chapters have also pointed out that there are visible discrepancies where between CPS charging data and the apparent rise in domestic abuse cases over time. 
The research aim of the above question is what is called explanatory in nature which will aim to seek out the views of the chosen samples and has an opportunity to examine statistical data as well as the samples perception of what they think. In the explanatory design, a researcher first gathers quantitative data and then qualitative data, which are utilised to help summarise each of the data types in the intermediate stage of the study (Ivankova et al, 2006, p. 5).
The methodological approach which will be undertaken in order to answer the above question will me mostly a mixed method approach. In a research study, mixed methods refer to the blending or integration of qualitative and quantitative research and data (Creswell, 2014, p 43). The research will be undertaken by the design of questionnaires that will be submitted to police personal and other organisations such as charities who support persons that are affected by domestic abuse. The reason for this is that it will allow for samples who deal with subject area and who have the most knowledge around the subject area to have an opportunity to provide feedback. This should allow for reasonably reliable data. The questionnaires are hoping to reach a sample size of between 40 and 100 people in hopes to get a good range of feedback and views on the matter. Questionnaires are a group of standardized questions, also referred to as items, that adhere to a predetermined format in order to gather individual data regarding one or more particular themes (Trobia, 2008). 
The research will make up mainly of primary research data due to the use of questionaries. Primary data are those that are gathered specifically for the study subject at hand using methods that work best for that research problem (Hox & Boeije, 2005). A survey involves interviewing a sizable, representative sample of a clearly defined target group, asking a sizable number of standardised questions, and coding the replies according to established answer categories (Hox & Boeije, 2005). When conducting secondary research, as opposed to primary research, the researcher summarises or synthesises data and literature that has already been collected, edited, and published by others. Researchers use and examine data from primary research sources when conducting secondary research (Bouchrika, 2022).
The way in which the questionnaire is planned to be presented will provide a mix of open ended and closed questions with many of the questions giving a tick box selection of answer, but also allowing the sample to add a comment to share their views. This method is also known as Intermethod Mixing. The most accurate and comprehensive representation of the phenomenon under research is frequently obtained by Intermethod Mixing, which is performed by concurrently or sequentially combining two or more methods (Johnson & Turner, 2003, p298 - 299). The questions have been developed based on the target samples, whether this be police employees or domestic abuse organisation workers. 
The reason that questionnaires will be used as the main research method is that it’s a simple way in order the reach a high number of target samples and allow them to give a detailed view on their thoughts of the questions asked if they so wish.  Positive aspects of employing questionnaires include their low time and cost, ease of gathering information rapidly from a large number of people, flexibility in terms of when respondents complete the questionnaire, ease of results analysis, and complete anonymity for respondents (Gillham, 2007, p 5 - 6).  However, there are also negative points that should be observed when relying on Surveys alone some of these are that they are frequently filled in a hasty and casual manner; factual accuracy cannot be expected; there may be problems with the samples' motivation; and misinterpretations cannot be clarified (Gillham, 2007, p 5 - 6).
When conducting research surveys, there are a few ethical issues that might be brought up. A survey can be conducted unethically in a number of ways, including not maintaining the confidentiality of the replies, failing to obtain informed consent from the sample population before using their information, and failing to separate personally identifiable information (Amaresan, 2021). The ethical concerns for this research very low with the target samples as the targets will be persons that work around domestic abuse on daily basis. All questionaries will be submitted anonymously. All participants will be forced to answer the very first question which will ask if they consent to their data being used in the project. The questions will be in a format that focusses the responses on being focused on the samples job, rather than the samples personal life. All samples will also be in the working environment which means they should all be adults reducing any ethical issues. 
The questions raised in the questionnaire need to meet a high level of validity. Items which assess the validity of the questionnaire can be summarised as by if the questions are straightforward and covered all the relevant problem areas (Tsang et al, 2017). By examining whether a questionnaire assesses the things it claims to be measuring, its validity can be ascertained (Tsang et al, 2017).
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