Commentary on Chronicon Anglicanum 
This commentary will look at the context and significance of an extract of the Chronicon Anglicanum. 
The extract of the Chronicon Anglicanum was written by a person named Ralph of Coggeshall. Ralph of Coggeshall was an English chronicler from Essex in the late 12th and early 13th centuries[footnoteRef:1]. Ralph was also a monk of the Cistercian abbey of Coggeshall in Essex[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  Brittanica, Ralph of Coggeshall, 2024, <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ralph-of-Coggeshall>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]]  [2:  Ibid: Brittanica, Ralph of Coggeshall, 2024, <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ralph-of-Coggeshall>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]] 

The Chronicon Anglicanum was not new at the time Ralph of Coggeshall was alive as the abbey of Coggeshall in Essex had their own Chronicon Anglicanum, which started 1066 at the start of the Norman Conquest[footnoteRef:3]. Ralph of Coggeshall continued to write the chronical from 1187 to 1224[footnoteRef:4]. The writings of the complete chronical was first published in 1875 by Joseph Stephenson[footnoteRef:5].  [3:  Ibid: Brittanica, Ralph of Coggeshall, 2024, <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ralph-of-Coggeshall>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]]  [4:  Ibid: Brittanica, Ralph of Coggeshall, 2024, <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ralph-of-Coggeshall>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]]  [5:  Ibid: Brittanica, Ralph of Coggeshall, 2024, <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ralph-of-Coggeshall>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]] 

The Chronicon Anglicanum is a chronicle, which is a continuous historical account of past events in chronological order[footnoteRef:6]. Chronicles usually explain historical events rather than analyse and interpret them[footnoteRef:7]. This is significant as it means that the document is less opinionated and biased than other documents, this gives large significance to historians studying this chronicle. [6:  Brittanica, Chronicle, 2011, <https://www.britannica.com/art/chronicle-literature>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]]  [7:  Ibid: Brittanica, Chronicle, 2011, <https://www.britannica.com/art/chronicle-literature>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]] 

The name Chronicon Anglicanum is Latin and translates to ‘Chronicles of the English’ in English. The title of the chronicle is significant as it gives the reader an insight as to what the contents of the chronical are about. 
In 1207 the fifth abbot of the Abbey of Coggeshall, Lord Thomas, dies. After his death he is replaced by Lord Ralph of Coggeshall. This is significant as it shows the author of the extract of the chronicle becomes the next abbot of the Abbey of Coggeshall in Essex. 
When the extract says that the author of the chronicle ‘took pains’ to write it, the author means that it took them a lot of effort and a lot of time to create the chronicle. The author also notes that he wrote down the history from word of mouth from trusted people without bias. It is also shown within the extract that the author wrote the chronicle for the purpose of education. 
The time period that the author states is also interesting as he uses two different significant events to show the reader the start and end points of his continuation of the Chronicon Anglicanum. The end point of the continuation of the Chronicon Anglicanum by Ralph of Coggeshall is noted as the eleventh year of King Henry III, this is the year 1218. Although it is not a particularly significant event in history, it is significant enough that it is recognisable as to what date it is. The capture of the holy cross is a much more significant event for the start point of the continuation by Ralph of Coggeshall. The capture of the holy cross refers to the Battle of Hattin on July 4th 1187[footnoteRef:8]. The battle of Hattin was a battle located in Northern Palestine, which marked the defeat of the crusading armies of the then King of Jerusalem, Guy de Lusignan, by the Muslim armies of Saladin[footnoteRef:9]. The reason it is called the capture of the holy cross is during the battle, the Muslim army managed to capture a piece of the True Cross[footnoteRef:10]. A piece of the True Cross is a very significant artifact that was carried into battle by the Bishop of Acre[footnoteRef:11].  [8:  Brittanica, Battle of Hattin, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Hattin>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]]  [9:  Ibid: Brittanica, Battle of Hattin, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Hattin>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]]  [10:  Ibid: Brittanica, Battle of Hattin, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Hattin>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]]  [11:  Ibid: Brittanica, Battle of Hattin, 2025, <https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Hattin>, [Accessed: 20th November 2025]] 

There is some significance of both a start and an end date at the start of the extract. It is significant as it suggests that the end date was written later. This also gives the suggestion that other parts of the chronicle could also have been revised or added in later. The end date noted in the chronicle also does not match with dates found in other sources. This date could be the proposed end date to the chronicle rather than the final recorded entry.
In 1209 the extract notes that at the middle of lent, in the middle of the day a ‘battle of the clouds with the sun’ had taken place and had lasted overnight. This description was likely a weather phenomenon or a storm. The language used expresses awe of the event and also suggests the supernatural. This was common theme in medieval literature as a way to explain unexplained events. This is significant as another common theme in medieval literature is weather events suggesting foreboding of something yet to come. This is also significant as a year after this event was noted, King John heavily taxes all Churches, Abbeys and Monasteries in England. King John was also particularly cruel and oppressive towards the Cistercians. This shows significance as the Abbey of Coggeshall in Essex is a Cistercian Abbey. In 1210 another battle of the clouds takes place. Later that year, William de Braose fled England and his wife and children were killed. This is very significant as it strengthens the suggestion that a weather event is used to give a sense of foreboding. 
The chronicle is specifically critical of King John. This is likely due to the general interdict in 1208, where the incomes and possessions of clergy and monks were confiscated, and the heavy taxation of the church in 1210. It is also likely that the text is critical of King John due to his constant cruelty and oppression of the Cistercian order during his reign as king. 
In conclusion, the Chronicon Anglicanum shows general significance towards historians due to its generally unbiased documentation of history. The author of this chronicle also shows the purpose of this chronicle in the text as for the education of many people. The chronicle gives a general overview of the events of early 13th century England. This chronicle also gives large criticism towards King John due to his cruelty against the church as well as suggestions that parts of the document had been written in later or revised.
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