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Early years curricula

Part 1.
[bookmark: _Hlk117498206]The curriculum for Wales was developed over the course of several years and intends to provide equal access to a broad and balanced high quality of education to all children as well as the children with additional learning needs according to OECD (2022). An analysis report by achieving the new curriculum for Wales (2020) believes that to ready the system for change implementing education policies which has come from international assessments as Wales has been doing better than other regions in terms of inclusiveness within the education system, and educational background does not play as much of a role in other parts of the united kingdom and world however all outcomes in Wales values the curriculum furthermore the weaknesses could be less ambitious, ethics and confidence which could be hard to deliver, but with superb resources and changes within the classroom are the appropriate actions to be took to ensure a healthy implanting education Achieving the New Curriculum for Wales (2020). However not all schools are as involved, ready or even confident in their ability of the change as implementing the curriculum in whole requires some form of degree of organisational readiness, understanding of the curriculum and some collaboration and teaching skills according to OECD (2022). The Achieving the New Curriculum for Wales (2020) recommends developing a shared understanding of what the vision looks like in practice which is basically defining the objectives also supporting the realisation of the curriculum across all the schools within Wales which is an important aspect as schools are putting this to practice.
According to the Welsh Government (no date) the new curriculum is designed to make positive changes by preparing young people to develop a high standard of literacy and numeracy which will allow them to become more digitally and bilingually compassionate, confident, capable and compassionate citizens. However BERA (no date) believes that there is always a risk with any system change relating to resources, flexibility and accountability. Furthermore Wales online (2015) believes that the curriculum reform isn’t cheap and the government will have a huge cost towards the new curriculum funding. Lister. J (2019) believes that through play children are developing their brain constant in a way that naturally  captures the attention and focus this is clear why all schools should be advocating play as it is the most critical tool for development in young children and throughout their childhood. Lister also believes that play is where children are given the freedom to allow their own natural instincts to lead their development.
Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales (2015) believes the curriculum should be authentic, evidence based, responsive, inclusive, ambitious, empowering, unified, engaging, based on subsidiarity, manageable to evaluate the current practice while guiding and testing the proposals allowing and introduction of wider skills across the curriculum.
In addition to the OECD (2022) Wales has made a considerable amount of efforts to ensure coherence to the journey of the reformed education whilst pursuing the curriculum reform as well as enabling the policies to improve the leadership and the quality of the education professionals, assessments, evaluation along with the accountability framework and equity and the wellbeing within the system. Along with the local authorities and regional consortia the school improvement infrastructure provides school with the appropriate improvement services in supporting each school. The OECD believes that Wales has invested in having a clear communication strategy, establishing and a strong basis which allows the education professionals to make the national mission their own and that Wales should be acknowledged for its efforts and attempts in construction within the system, while making sure there is a shared understanding of what that vision looks like in practice whilst prioritising the actions based on the system. The OECD recommends for the new curriculum to be implemented effectively then developing a shared understanding of what the vison looks like in practice whilst supporting the realisation of the curriculum across schools within Wales along with the focus on the coconstruction on the progress of the next steps for schools and the consolidating policy coherence around schools. The Achieving the New Curriculum for Wales (2020) believes that the coconstruction between schools, practitioners, local authorities, experts and other professionals is the key factor of gaining a healthy relationship between all but there will be a lack of clarity and understanding with different stakeholders roles and responsibilities which may cause some issues therefore the trust and collaboration will be required as communicating is the main key to a healthy and successful system and leadership. Furthermore Achieving the New Curriculum for Wales (2020) believes regular co construction meetings should be planned to ensure the steps in the right direction towards recommendations to develop consortia to enhance school improvements, set learning in the core of learning and continuously evaluate the policy coherence in terms of professional standards. 
According to A guide to Curriculum for Wales 2022 (2019) the main mission for the new curriculum is to raise standards while ensuring children and young people are able to lead fulfilling, civic and professional lives within schools therefore the new curriculum needs to prepare these children to thrive in all aspects of skills, knowledge and experiences within the Welsh culture. However schools need to be more flexible in the approach took to enable practitioners to be innovative and creative within the workplace. To understand the views of the education profession the children, parents as well as other stakeholders and partners must co construct  whilst giving feedback allowing the engagement of all parties within the new curriculum A guide to Curriculum for Wales 2022 (2019). Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales (2015) believes that with the discussions of stakeholders it proves a strong value within the profession for schools and teachers allowing their own decision making as a successful learning which  is a highly valued outcome of education by all stakeholders involved.
Although the OECD (2022) believes that disadvantaged schools are at risk of inequalities increasing due to challenges leading to implementing the curriculum. Due to the challenges the efforts are needed to help the schools develop skills, mindset capabilities along with the resources to implement the new curriculum to ensure them to evolve in the same direction. The curriculum does not seem to be aligned to guarantee the quality of learning experiences for each student. The clarification of roles around the responsibility regarding school education and improvement is a key issue therefore further clarifying the roles and responsibility between the local authorities, regional consortia and Estyn, under the new framework for accountability and improvement. According to Achieving the New Curriculum for Wales (2020) the issues to consider is that the curriculum requires commitment, shared understanding, the training and support the staff will need along with time to ensure professional learning in a structured environment.
According to the Welsh Government (2013-2014) the aims of the stocktake in implementing of the foundation phase were agreed and laid out by the understanding of how well the foundation phase is being implemented, the clarification of how the language development, literacy and numeracy skills across all areas of learning processing how well raising the quality of learning for children subject to socioeconomic deprivation, establishing how well children transition into the foundation phase, identifying where there is variability in quality focusing on leadership, workforce and the experience of the child while establishing how well the foundation phase principles and requirements are met in teacher training and other professional development all whilst leaving room for improvement in the implementation of the foundation phase across Wales.
Part 2.
A play based curriculum is tailored to each individual learning needs as it puts play and activity at the centre of the children’s learning allowing resignation from the teachers that through the play children will develop basic knowledge and skills. While built around the learning environment a play based curriculum acts as a third teacher enabling children to develop emotionally, physically, socially and cognitively. The play based curriculum allow classrooms to include role play, small world play, construction, sand and water, creative workshops and an investigating area to allow teachers to enhance productive play using strategies such as orienting, structuring and deepening, broadening, contributing and reflecting which all allow the teachers to make a positive and clear assessment of each individual child Egan-Simon. D (2022).
According to early years matters (2022) every child is unique and as a young child matures their development is at each individuals own pace in each individuals own way.  However according to every child matters (2007) if the appropriate support is provided then young children are vulnerable and become resilient and confident as with early relationships they strongly influence how the young child develops which is vital in the early part of a child’s life, also to ensure young children develop a positive self-image support is needed for them to develop a positive sense of their individual identity and culture while the supervising adult encourages communication. Early years (2007) agrees all children have the need to develop which is supported by the surrounding adults when they explore and discover however for the children with additional learning needs, children from the travelling communities, refugees or asylum seekers and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds leaves their development at risk, therefore practitioners will need to ensure they knowledge they hold about different cultural groups is up to date. Early years (2007) also believes that children should be treated in a fair manner regardless of their abilities, race, religion as all children have an equal right to be heard and valued within every setting. Identifying the need of additional support as young as possible is essential to get the help for those who may need it by planning a jointly with all who will be in contact with the child to ensure that will coordinate support and promote their learning experience effectively Every child matters (2007).
Every child matters (2007) believes from birth baby’s are ready to learn especially tuned to learn from the surrounding people down to the culture and material environment. When children play it uses their imaginative and creative skills to allow them to make sense of their experience and transform their knowledge leading to a better cognitive development allowing them to be a competent learner Every child matters (2007). Every child matters (2007) also believes that to meet the differing and competing needs of each individual child whilst being fair then the supporting adult must listen carefully and recognise and praise any effort achieved to allow the children to develop positive attitudes.
Reggio Emilia (2015) believes that child led play and exploration allows children to have a connection to there surroundings while it gives them their ability to develop their own individual potential as play is driven by the interest of each individual unique child and with the correct resources provided can significantly support a better outcome. He also believes that when children are left to guide their own play freely then social interactions and relationships form supporting the individuals language, maths and scientific development.
[bookmark: _Hlk117685599]According to Birth to 5 matters (no date) believes a formative, observation and summative assessment is an important factor for young children as well as responsive pedagogy to see what each individual child knows, understands and what they can or can not do and the children and the adults should construct the curriculum together.
An effective practice is the main key of understanding the process involved when a child transitions throughout life in their growth, development and learning Every child matters (2007). When every child is included it allows each individual to be values without any being discriminated against Early years matters (2022). According to Birth to 5 matters (no date) an informed professional decision based on a holistic view of each individual child’s development sees what the unique child is capable of. Furthermore Queensland Government (2019) also believes that through play based learning it provides children the opportunity to actively and imaginatively engage with people, objects and the environment which promotes the child’s holistic development along with the literacy and numeracy skills.
Alsubaie, M, A (2015) believes that the new challenges met for teachers are the classrooms becoming more multicultural leaving students feeling vulnerable while they adapt to navigate unfamiliar people, cultures and languages. Therefore new and advanced learning techniques, practice and education will be required to ensure the needs of children can be met. 
Department of Education (no date) believes that when choosing from a vary of teaching approaches the participants, context, purpose and the duration of the learning experience must be took in to consideration. In addition the teachers therefore must reflect to each individual unique child’s age prior to the learning experience. The Department of Education also believes that age appropriate pedagogies in the early years are learner centred, actively engaging children in learning and involving the scaffolding of learning.
Depending on the needs and abilities of each individual child, and the nature of the activity then more adults may need to be involved therefore the NSPCC Learning (2019) recommends that for 0-2 years old there should be one adult to three children, 2-3 years old there should be one adult to four children and for 4-8 years old there should be one adult to six children but this is dependant only if there are no young people who have special educational needs or disabilities therefore you may need more supervision than the minimum ratios above.
Welsh Government (2018) states that the schools do not get funding from the Welsh Government however the funding is mainly provided through the local government revenue support grant and that the funding is allocated to each authority for them to spend as they see fit.
Jenkins, C. J, (2016) believes that the existing education system does not prepare many student teachers and practitioners the adequately for creating and working in a bicultural environment. When some students show a lack of commitment to the bicultural curriculum it can be down to the lack of knowledge and confidence that the mainstream lectures should provide. Furthermore these lectures may lack the confidence, skills and knowledge to do this Jenkins, C. J (2016). However Ongley. I (2007) believes that with the right range of resources and strategies the teachers can guide the children to achieving a higher success level implementation of a bicultural curriculum however some may find these strategies and resources rather confusing therefore it is down to the commitment of the teachers to ensure the best outcome.
According to research gate (2013) when teachers allow the children the chance of a hand raise or even taking turns it allows each individual the fairness needed to be assessed within a wide range of assessments down to the diagnosis of individual learning needs. However Research gate (2013) believes that there has been concern expressed with the fairness of education assessment which can be caused by the inconsistent grading practices by teachers.
Welsh Government (2011) believes that local authorities should bare in mind that when admitting more pupils than the school has capacity for could have a huge impact on the education of the pupils while being extremely more challenging to retain sufficient teachers to facilitate the delivery of a good teaching service of a broad and balanced curriculum therefore the local authorities should keep an updated database of capacity assessment data to ensure the extent of any facility that is appropriate. However WELSH STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS (2013) believes that there should be a limit on infant class sizes and they may contain no more than 30 pupils.
Olszewski-Kubilius.P, and Clarenbach. J believe that the higher levels of achievement come from countries with a more even distribution of economic resources compared to countries with a larger income disparities however the high ability low income students from all backgrounds can thrive when schools provide the adequate resources and seeing these children as assets rather than deficits. 
Part 3.
How the early years of a child affects them throughout their life.
Research has shown that the early years is a critical part of a young child’s life.  Lynch. M (2017) believes that the early years childhood experiences greatly benefits the children’s long term development in their later years as it lays a foundation for their life when they transition and grow leading to a far more successful and positive achievement later on in life. Therefore BMC (2021) believes that the more positive of experiences in the early childhood allows improvement for improved wellbeing in adulthood.  Pro solutions training (no date) believes that before a child can advance to another level their biological an physiological needs must be met.
The early years is extremely important in a child’s life to ensure a positive development and good health. A healthy development means that all children no matter what their abilities, including children with special health care needs, are able to grow with all their needs being met socially and emotionally while having a safe and loving home to interact in CDC (2021). To ensure children thrive in school and life then the children must be supported with the social and emotional skills with appropriate strategies and interventions along with the correct support allows them the potential to buffer the negative effects of adverse early experiences as children who do not develop these crucial skills are at risk of falling behind as early as nursery putting them at a disadvantage compared to their peers for years to come early start (2022).
Some early childhood experiences shape the adult life and although we may not remember them they do stick with us and influence our adulthood down to the emotional support shown within the early years has a significant effect on the education, social life and relationships Npr (2014). Unfortunately some children may suffer adverse childhood experiences  within the environment that is meant to protect them however there are instances where harm is unintentional and occurs indirectly as a result of experiences within their home and all of these ACE’S experienced in early years can lead to later trauma later on in their life early years educator (2022). Where as Lynch. M (2017)  believes that the surrounding adult plays a tremendous part of a child’s future success and happiness when they provide the child with security and love. Furthermore the children needs to gain independence, self-respect and achievement this is where it is beneficial for children to be praised in all aspects of learning Pro solutions training (no date).
Npr (2014) believes that when a young baby is raised in an environment that is caring and supporting they are more likely to attain higher degrees when they are adults. Although Maslow (2022) believes that when a child who is stressed, hungry and whom is in an environment that is absent of unconditional love cannot learn as well as someone in a safe and loving environment. Although it is the parents role to ensure that the children get the best start to life by providing them with the support they need as the parents role is to communicate whilst reassuring them they are there and helping the child believe they are not alone while comforting any emotions they may go through Npr (2014). Early learning academy (2018) believes that with a healthy routine in place it can help a child in various of ways along with their ability to be independent.
UNICEF (no date ) believes every moment matters for every child the early years childhood development as when they interact with the surrounding environment the children’s brains are getting built in every moment and with the quality of their early experiences plays a huge impact on how their brain develops, providing positive or non-positive foundations for learning and their behaviour throughout life. It is believed that the first five years of a child’s life the brain undergoes its most rapid development and the early years experiences a child encounters determine whether the brain is architecture is fragile or sturdy therefore these are the most sensitive periods in a child’s life centre on the developing child (2007). Within the first few years of a child’s life there are more than a million neural connections formed each second UNICEF (no date). Lynch. M (2017)   believes that with positive interactions from a young age it helps form the correct steppingstones for the brain enabling the child to have a healthy mind and a far greater success level. However Lynch. M (2017) believes that from negative interactions and the needs of the child not being met can harm the brains development as well as emotionally effect the young child. The brain of a child who feels emotionally or physically threatened produces chemicals that inhibit learning and puts the brain in survival mode reducing the brains capacity for understanding, meaning, memory and analytical thinking Maslow (2022).
It is the human right for children to achieve their full potential therefore the correct healthcare and nutrition, protection from harm allowing them a sense of security, a range of opportunities for learning from their surrounding adults to ensure the nourishing development of their young brains UNICEF (no date). Pro solutions (no date) believes that the safety and welfare of each individual child’s needs must be met to ensure stability, security, protection and the freedom from fear to ensure a positive outcome in life. Therefore early learning academy (2018) believes that without the basic needs of a young child being met it restricts their growth and for them to mature physically so it is extremely necessary to ensure that all children’s needs are being met for them to get the right amount of nutrients in order for them to grow and develop on a physical level.
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