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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

My area of work is with adults. As such, Children’s safeguarding is not a main focus of my work. 

Following a public enquiry into the death of Victoria Climbe, The Children Act 1989 was established and remains a key piece of legislation for child protection in England and Wales. Under Section 47, of this legislation, Local Authorities must investigate when informed of a child that is at risk of harm, including if they are in police protection or subject to an Emergency Protection Order (Children Act 1989, s 47). This section of the Act also imposes a duty on other public bodies, such as the NHS, to assist in safeguarding enquiries if requested by the Local Authority to do so. Section 47 enquires are initiated following an assessment of the child and the risk of harm. In most cases an initial strategy meeting is completed within 24 hours and if threshold is met, the Local Authority then have 10 days to complete enquiries.

Information gathering from involved agencies such as school and health professionals, holistic assessment of the child’s family life and circumstances and any care and support needs, is undertaken to establish risk of harm and any further action to safeguard the child. Under the Children Act 1989 the “child’s welfare is paramount” and any decisions about their life should be in their best interest, including taking their wishes and feelings into account (Hardy, 2010).  

In Wales, the Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014 [SSWA] has fully repealed several sections of the Children Act 1989, including Section 17, which now comes under part 3 and 4 of SSWA as a statutory duty to asses care support needs and duties relating to cared for children which now falls within Part 6 of SSWA. Additionally, part 7 of SSWA established a National Independent Safeguarding Board, to direct Local Safeguarding Boards for children and adults. Local Safeguarding Boards are multi-agency and have many responsibilities, such as developing policies and conducting practice reviews, to oversee and manage safeguarding processes over all agencies (NSPCC, 2014). 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Social Care Wales, 2025) provides guidance and best practice procedures, such as collaborative working and a child-centred approach, for all practitioners. Guidance is given on dealing with such cases, with six key principles of effective safeguarding (Welsh Government, 2022) that underpin the statutory requirements of safeguarding practice in SSWA and the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child [UNCRC] (UNICEF, 2022) was made part of Welsh Law in 2011, and saw the introduction of a Children’s Commissioner to advocate for children rights, ensure their voice is heard and review decisions made by public bodies that affect children’s rights in Wales. The Children and Families Act 2014 is another important piece of legislation to consider as the welfare of the child is considered in family matters in line with the Children Act 1989. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The Social Services and Well being Act [SSWA] 2014 and Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Social Care Wales, 2025) apply to both adults and children in statutory duties and guidance. However, when conducting children’s safeguarding work the overarching legislation for practice is Children Act 1989, whereas for adults SSWA is at the forefront of statutory duties within the safeguarding area. 

As such, children’s safeguarding is embedded in the principle of the child’s welfare is paramount. As discussed in part A, the legislation in this area of work focusses on protection from suffering harm, neglect and exploitation.  Children depend on adults for safety, care and decision making, which is sadly, not always provided. Consequently, reporting concerns and further interventions often take place without parental/guardian consent and are mandatory. For practitioners, the duty to report is a statutory requirement and not dependent on consent. The safeguarding enquiry process and interventions, often involve multi-disciplinary working, to ensure a child-centred, holistic approach 

In contrast, when undertaking adult safeguarding work, the principles of choice and control over their own lives, as set out in SSWA, remain best practice. For practitioners, this can present a dilemma between promoting independence and autonomy, while ensuring adults are protected from harm. An adult’s mental capacity to be able to protect themselves from abuse/harm must be also be considered. 

This is important as under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 “individuals have the right to make decisions that others may view as unwise.” For example, giving money away, refusing medical treatment or living in unsanitary conditions. In some cases, for instance domestic abuse or human trafficking, where the individual may have capacity but be under coercion and control of another, Inherent Jurisdiction (39 Essex Chambers, 2024), can be applied for through the high court to intervene and provided protection. 

For adult safeguarding work,  there is additional legislation such as the Modern Slavery Act 2025, Domestic Abuse Act 2021 and Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 to consider. With the latter, recognising children as victims of domestic abuse “in their own right.” 

For Social Work practice, it is important to recognise the differences in types of harm, vulnerabilities and legislative framework for working with children and adults within the safeguarding arena to ensure best practice, advocacy and protection of individuals is person-centred and achieved through multi-professional input. As such, maintaining an up to date knowledge base and relevant training in this area of work is a vital part of the Social Work Role. 

Word count 414


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




24

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




