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Summary of my own learning and development
Linking to my Personal Development Plan section.
What did I learn during my placement?
There are many different things I learned whilst on my level 5 placement at the Priory Project at Monkton Primary School. The main and most interesting thing I learned a lot about was about the culture of the Gyspy Travelling Community. This was something which I knew nothing about until I started my placement. The culture is unique, with a number of different traditions. Examples of these traditions include gyspy traveling woman getting married young and to fellow traveling males. Another very interesting point in which l learned, which was brought to my attention very early on into my placement was how gyspy travelling children do not need to attend school by law. This is one of the reasons why my placement was such a special place to be, the young people here know they do not need to attend, so attend off their own backs. According to the Un Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) article 28 states that every child has the right to an education. For some of the gyspy travellers in the local area, this project is the only way in which their children can and do receive any sort of education. Having said that, there is a selection of travelling community children and young people who do attend mainstream school on a regular or full-time basis. Moreover, there are certain subjects or things which as far as the gypsy travelling community is concerned should be left to teach at home, outside of the classroom. These are things such as religious education lessons and sexual education lessons. From 2022, Wales will be the first country in the United Kingdom which will take on the new curriculum for all schools in the country. One of the biggest and most effective changes with this is from then parents and careers will not be able to take their children out of such lessons, these lessons are also known as RE and RSE lessons. This massive change will affect so many children from so many different cultures and religions. It will be very interesting to see how this change will affect the gyspy travelling community and their attendance to schools and with gaining education.
During my time on my second-year placement, I also feel that I have built my professional skills with working with young people. I have learned how to build relationships with young people who sometimes find it very difficult to build relationships with people. I have built more on my own personal boundaries with young people. I have understood more when it comes to putting theory into practice. I have worked alongside the Principles and Purposes of youth work throughout my time on placement. When running anything with the young people, I have always used the 5 pillars of youth work in order to come up with my final plan (educative, empowering, inclusive, expressive and participative) throughout, I have developed myself in order to help the young people in the best way. I have undertaken a lot of one-to-one work during my time at this placement. The class in which I work in is a mixed-ability class, which more than often requires a number of different students to be doing different work, meaning that more staff members are needed at times to help certain individuals. This is something in which I really enjoyed, as I personally saw changes in some young people through undertaking in one-to-one work with myself and other staff members. This is a very rewarding thing to see as a trainee youth worker.
Throughout my time on placement I have also linked a lot of the work I have done to the National Occupational Standards of Youth Work. I have worked with a number of different communities, I have managed myself and others, I have been committed to inclusion, equality and the wellbeing of the young people I have been working with. I have also facilitated learning of young people through planning activities which will be beneficial to them.

What are my plans for future placement?
After taking the time to do my second-year placement within the setting of a school. I now understand the policies and procedures which go along with this. I thoroughly enjoyed working within the community of a school. As a trainee youth worker, I feel as if the support from youth worker is needed within all secondary schools. This is the reason why I would like to continue my final placement within a school setting. However, I would like to be given the opportunity to work alongside a youth worker, student support services or education support services within the setting of a school. This is also something in which I am interested in when it comes to my future youth work career once I have graduated.
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