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[bookmark: _GoBack]This is a reflective paper based upon a group discussion in which I took part, this discussion allowed all individuals that was involved during the process, preparation, and presentation to enhance their knowledge on multi agencies and how they work alongside one another to help, support, and safeguard all children the best that they can. The process of the presentation consisted of researching, working amongst a team, and reflecting upon certain roles that would be involved during our presentation as well as reflecting upon the scenario that was provided. The presentation itself was based upon the safeguarding of children and how as professionals could we provide our support.
Safe guarding- what is safeguarding?
Safeguarding is very important, and individuals need to be aware of this, it is simply when any individual whether it being a professional or someone who knows the child does everything in their power to ensure that the child feels safe and their needs are being met. 
Preparation 
Before hand all individuals had to sit down together to focus on how everyone would be supported during the process of creating and researching for each role. The preparation is one of the most important aspects as it allows the individuals to work alongside one another to be able to ensure a smooth process which would have an underlining result in the presentation later. 
When working within a team every individual must be considered this focus would involve arranging meetings, discussions and taking time for one another to provide help and support when a task got a little confusing or difficult. With everyone involved in the presentation we had to plan when individuals were able to come together, this planning took a lot of time as personal and working commitments at times could not be rearranged. Once each person was able to take some time before and after lectures we then was able to work by sharing each idea and aspect of how we saw the scenario. 
There are many advantages of working amongst a team during presentations such as this, although at first the disadvantages of commitments seemed to out way the positive once being able to timeframe correctly each individual had a final outcome of wanting the same goal at the end. The advantages amongst the group was that everyone supported one another with every task that we created for ourselves, this was one of many positive aspects that was clear and consistent throughout the presentation. 
Process
Once being able to meet regularly roles that would be played was chosen by each individual, to provide the presentation with a clear understanding of each role, everyone went away and completed their own research which then was presented to one another at our last meeting to combine thoughts and ideas which would then be put in place as a script. 
The research process allowed time to look at multi agencies and how they worked alongside one another as well as why it is important that they work together. An agency that is most common to individuals when stating safeguarding to children are social services. One main reason that has been noticed is due to the role of the social worker which would be provided by this agency, it is the social workers role to ensure the correct care is given to the child or children involved focusing from their wellbeing to the environment in which they are living or surrounded in. Being able to research provided an opportunity to enhance knowledge on how agencies work together, some agencies and professionals involved within safeguarding are:
-Local authorities such as police, the police are the usually one of the first calls people tend to make as they are more aware of their role as a whole. When giving the authorities evidence and explanations to why there is suggested neglect or abuse they would then get into contact with agencies such as the social services.
-Social services work closely with the police to ensure their role if for filled, this agency tend to have the final say with what is best for the child reflecting upon their situation. Every decision that is made by this agency is created from detailed evidence and observations made by other professionals involved in the children’s life, such as professional practitioners.
-Professional practitioners range from school teachers, key workers and nursery nurses to doctors, health visitors and any professional involved with the child itself. Each professional or professional practitioner has a role of ensuring the safety of the child, based upon records that they keep which show any concern. This concern does not have to only relate to physical injury or harm but can also reflect upon the behaviour of the child in general this would be how they act amongst others or by themselves. 
Noticing the behaviour and appearance of the child can be done and should be done by all professionals and agencies, this is so that all professionals are aware of the child’s reactions to certain situations which could include contact by an adult or simply introverting themselves.
The history of safeguarding 
Safeguarding over the years has not been to the standard it currently stands, there has been many cases that has ended in tragedy. One case which can be given as an example would be of baby Peter known to most as ‘baby P’, Peter only seventeen-month-old when he died had suffered a traumatic life of abuse. This outcome of this case was a tragedy, the timeline of such events shows that Peter was in fact taken from the family and replaced. Various articles provided information reflecting that agencies and other professionals would have been able to keep the child from harm if only information would have been shared amongst one another and that they had worked alongside one another as they should. 
The importance of working together- and why?
Sharing information and concerns can only be done if professionals work alongside one another, working alongside each other does not only support the professional in being able to make the welfare of the child paramount it also supports the child itself. 
Being able to work with another professional or agency is an essential skill that is required to ensure a child’s safety. To work together effectively information should be shared to agencies if any professional wishes to voice any concerns regarding the child’s welfare or safety. However, there is procedure in which all professionals must follow when doing this. 
Procedures between colleagues when sharing information or voicing concerns must go only from the professional with the concern to the settings safeguarding officer. Every setting will have a safeguarding officer as this was put in place as part of the Children Act 2004, this professional is there to ensure the care of the children within and out of the setting. If a professional is not aware of who their safeguarding offer is a reflection upon the policy handbook must be made to reflect on what should be done and who should be contacted.  
What can be done to share information? And who should have access to it?
Sharing information can be done is various ways, one way which is used often is observations. There are may forms of observing children however, observing children when there is a concern can be done simply seeing how a child interacts with certain adults or children, situations and even toys. 
How a child interacts with others is a clear way of seeing if a child feels uneasy, uncomfortable, or simply scared. Professionals can observe this by noticing the behaviour and body language of the child, an example of this would be if a child gets timid around contact with an adult for instants if an adult place their hand on the child’s shoulder and they flinch it questions why they feel they need to do this.
It is very important that all professionals are aware that all observations or note making is kept safe and secure away from other children and adults, this is to ensure the safety of the child as the safety of the child is paramount. The Data Protection Act 1998 supports keeping any information reflecting upon or regarding the child confidential as well as the whistleblowing policy that is placed in all settings.
What we do to support safeguarding?
In all settings there are policies and procedures are put into place which are mandatory to follow. Each policy is placed to protect the children and the professionals that are involved with the children, this is to ensure safety for everyone within the setting so that all individuals are protected from harm and in some situations allegations. 
Policies are created by legislation which is formed, each policy must reflect upon that legislation and must be updated regularly. Professionals are aware and should be aware of when setting policies must be updated this is usually when a new piece of legislation is placed. 
Legislation that has been implemented- and how they support?
David Batty’s timeline of abuse shows a clear understanding of when legislation was introduced and why. Batty’s timeline starts at 1889 where the first act to prevent cruelty to children was passed and introduced, this act allowed authorities to arrest and hold any individual who placed children in any harm or danger. The timeline and legislation itself is created reflecting upon previous cases to prevent the worst outcome.  
Presentation 
Within the presentation as a group we were able to combine our roles which then allowed everyone to place a piece of legislation relating to their statement made, which would be focusing on the welfare of the child. 
The roles in which we used was a social worker, a key worker, a child and toddler worker, a health visitor and lastly a police officer. As a group we felt as though these roles would support the scenario given to us, we were able to work together to create an incident where all roles would have to be involved with the child at some time in his life. The outcomes that we chose reflecting from the scenario and our incident was to place each role with their own task:
-The social worker would be working closely with the family, carrying out regular risk assessments. 
-The key worker would be providing further help for mum and helping her build a relationship back with her son.
-The child and toddler worker would be assisting mum and referring her to payment helplines if she continued to have difficulty.
-The health visitor would maintain their duty with returning for check-ups, however would make the check ups a lot more regularly and support mum whilst in her own environment. 
-The police officer would informally interview the child to ensure he was comfortable and felt safe, the officer would then offer the male within the household awareness meetings which he could attend. 
As a group we chose to create an incident that the professionals and agencies could work alongside the parents, as it is important for the children to see the parents and professionals working together. This ensures the children that everyone has their best interests as their focus. 
I was able to expand my knowledge during the research of the presentation, as I was able to find out that the main objective that professionals follow is to keep the children within their normal environment. This focus follows home state, this is where an individual comes into the family to support them in a friendly nature. We reflected upon this during our outcomes as it can be recognised that at times where children are taken away from the family can sometimes lead to a negative effect on the child’s social and physical development.  
Conclusion 
To conclude, safeguarding is everything an individual can do to support children in feeling safe and secure within all situations. There are many forms of legislation that is created to protect children and the professionals that work with children, each piece of legislation is created from previous cases which is then turned into policies to use in settings. All settings must have policies that they follow and must be updated regularly. 
Professionals must ensure they work alongside one another to share information successfully to avoid harm to any child involved. Each professional must use removing the child from the home as a last resort, as it is seen that removing a child can create a negative effect on their development.  
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